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Intfroduction:

This PDF of Schlock Mercenary: Longshoreman of the Apocalypse
has been compiled for the convenience of people who are reading for
2010 Hugo nominations and voting. Longshoreman of the Apocalypse
was published electronically beginning in 2008 and wrapping up on
March 1, 2009. It is eligible for *Best Graphic Story,”

This PDF is also a rough cut of the eventual print book, much like an
ARC (Advanced Reader Copy) for a novel. It contains the complete
storyline and all footnotes, but lacks the marginalia or bonus strips that
]\cNi” appearin print. All those white spaces you see? That's what they're
or.

Schlock Mercenary is an ongoing serial, an epic space opera being
told four panels at a time. Rejected by newspaper syndicates almost
ten years ago, it fashioned itself a permanent home on the web where
niche-specific humor, hard science, high concepts, and long storylines
work well. Longshoreman of the Apocalypse is the tenth volume
in this serial, and the entire daily archives can be found at www.
schlockmercenary.com.

Whether or not you are reading this for Hugo voting purposes, we
hope you enjoy it. Laugh loud, laugh hard, laugh often.
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IN OREIT AROUND THE
GLANT, JUPTTER.

TTONS

THE JOVIAN S¥STEM IS RESCURCE-RICH,
AND. ATLEAST IN THE EARLY DAKS, YOU
DID NOTNEED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENTS.

AFTER THE RESONANCE MINING OF 12, THE
BREEN' ASTRCH IERS INSISTED THERE BE
ATLEAST A LITTLE MORE PAPERWORK
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

QEKAY, THE VIEW 15
PEETTY IMPEESSIVE.

DID YOU REMIND HiM THAT IT TOOKE THE UN.5.
FIFTY-TWO YEARS, AND OVER TWENTY THOUSAND
RESONANCE GENERATORS TO DO THE JOE? AND

THAT EVEN THEHM IT WAS AN ACCIDENT?

UMMM, HO, | DIDH'T
KHOW THAT.

| ) HEAT TIME YOU

—l. HEAR SOMEEQDY SAY “I
16y POPPED LIKE A GRAPE ONE | WOULDN'T DO THAT FOR ALL THE
DAY, RIGHT QUT OF THE BLUE, AND HER | MICKELS IN JUPITER,” YOU'LL KHOW
HICKEL-IRON CORE SHOT STRAIGHT INTO JUPITER. | THEY PROEAELY CAN'T BE EOUGHT.

|

IT"S MEANT TO BE.
COMMODORE EHOTSU USED

IT TO REMIND ME THAT THE
LLM.5, CAN DESTROY PLANETS.

Note: The devout Schlock Mercenary reader certainly remembers the last time lo was pic-
tured in the strip, and may be wondering why what then appeared as a lopsided orange
dot appears grey when seen close-up. Well... in the earlier picture lo was being seen in re-
flected Jovelight rather than sunlight, giving its fairly high-albedo grey surface a distinctly
orange cast. That's my story and I'm sticking to it.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

ENOQUGH SIGHT-SEEING.

THE SHIPWRIGHTS ARE STILL | | 1T SOUNDS LIKE THEY'RE MAKING DID YOu TELL THEM IT MEEDS TO BE

HOW ARE THE REPAIRS WORKING ON THE INFEASTRUCTURE. | | 500D TIME. [ DIDN'T THINK DRAINED? BECAUSE | FORGOT TO
COMING? Egremﬁ's A TEST EEI: ARTIFICIAL nﬁruﬁ TI-fTREEi-DEEK T MENTION THAT.
VITY SCHEDUL FOR A FEW DEAI E 5T
MINUTES FROM HOW. | | ANOTHER COUPLE OF DAYS. FIGURE IT OUT JUST AFTER THE

GRAVITY COMES BACK.

Annie plant at Fve percent.
Restoring deck grawvity now.

waobble an scan. Ia
something shifting ¢
there on your deck?

Could be. There's some air
movement... quite a lat of it
actually. And I think I hear
running wateaafAAUGHurgle...

~, Mopeat, please? I'm losing
- you over the sound of
the... is that a hoilet?

Hello. I need ho speak o
your caphain.

Den't you ship-bels
run in packs? Have
a Friend call him.

HNo, I can't. My huypercomm
went out when the Flood
knocked me into the
bulkhead.

Most af my Friends are being
restored From backup while
their chassis are drained.

| Ehink he's ouf
sighz-seeing with
the officers. You
can call him,
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

Ar' then a zill-Lrillion Poer ship-beb whined
[iters o' rec-deck waker about how his commo
came craswnmn oh was shol, an’ his Friends
'em. An' Uou . halfF were being restored
Chese s don't have From X

waker seals.

Ch come on.
IE's hilarious/

Upu could have warned us HANG ON... | HAD 1T'5 LIEUTENANT PIEALD, PLISN'T THE ONE LETTING HIGH EXPLOSIVES,
about the water, Captain. CORPORAL PIEALD'S COMMANDER. RUN LOOSE [N HIS QUARTERS.
Are there anu more EGOMEX COLONY IN MY OH, | FORGOT. e

u @QUARTERS. IF THAT YOU NOW GIVE PROMOTIONS AND I'M NOT THE ONE

surprises aboard your SETTING PRECEDENTS THAT

derelict?

TO PECPLE WHO TRY TO
ELOW UP YOUR SHIP.

SPILLED, IT MAY HAVE
METASTASIZED.

HO, 1DON'T

Upah, control? Back
everybody up again.

LIEUTENANT, WE goomexz | | NOT THE DOFED STUFF YOU USED. I'M TALKING :
NEED T CLEAN UP IMELEW |1J-“E ,qfi, AEOQUT THE BATCH | CONFISCATED FROM YOU, THAT'S... KIND? fﬂgﬁnﬁw BY
YOUR BOOMEX uP, REMEMBERZ | | APPARENTLY IT GOT LOOSE DURING THE OF EXCITING. “You.
BACK ON THE EXCITEMENT, METASTASIZED, AND
SPREAD INTO OTHER DECKS
OF THE TOUCH-AND-50.

YOU DON'T NEED TO FIND
THEM. THEY'LL FIND YOU.
T'LL JUST PUT OUT SOME
BAIT, AND ANY ROGUE
COLONIES WILL ATTACH
THEMSELVES AND WAIT,

Oh. That doesn't sound
5o bad. What's that
you're using
Far bail?

HEY THERE, LITTLE GUYS. 1
UNDERSTAND A BOOMEX

even iF we could
Find your explosivaes,
none of us would go
anywhere near them.
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ma up again. I've got a
bad Feeling about this.




ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

That's... a big pile of
boomex, all clumped around
a live detonatar.

1 WOLLD MEER TO PUSH THE REC N
BUTTON OM THIS ACTUATOR TO MAKE |
IT LIVE, BUT I'M GOING TO PUSH THE |
GREEN BUTTON, WHICH WILL MAKE J
THAT PILE OF BOOMEX AND

HOBOCY TOLD ME I WAS HEC-
SHREEN COLORBLING. WHEN DID
THAT HAPPENZ

.

OH, THE
DETONATOR
ISN'T_LIVE. IT'S
OMN STANDEY.
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

/ WELCONME TO THE

== KGALASTAN PEC-EX
| [  COMMISSARIAT. | |
WHAT CAN 1...]

Cloch, perfect.

NO MONEY. THE CRECIT'S BUILT IN TO |
| You've gob

THE CARD. OF COURSE, THAT'S A

TEMPORARY CARD. IT'S 5000 FOR Owalkwik, right?
A TIME. BUY WHATEVER YOU WANT, e iy
: ' kilos.

BUT NO HOARPING OR

independe
1- witlh a shiny commissary card.
Means my meoney is good here,

THAT'S RIGHT. HOW MUCH OF THIS
A, STUFF CAN YOU EAT IN A WEEK?

All ofF iE. And it wor't
Fake me 3 week

IF HE COMES BACK,,
BE SURE TO TELL HIM
THAT THE SHELVING AND
THE JANITORIAL SUPPLIES

ARE NOT ON THE MENU.

Note: By a curious quirk of chemistry, 20th- and 21st-century MREs with a 10-year shelf-life at
285 Kelvin stop going bad after about seventy years, and very, very slowly start getting bet-
ter. The 1987-issue Chicken Patty (the "boot heel' which was originally best eaten suddenly, in
a surprise assault, or better yet, thrown at the enemy) is particularly exquisite, having turned
into a sweet, fluffy pudding by A.D. 2430, and into an actual mousse by 28%0.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

wanted
Ehat mm
then an' there.

THAT'S MEVER MADE YOU THAT'S NOT VER
SICK BEFORE. HOW MUCH
PIe YOu EATE

LISCRIMINATING
WHEN YOU BINGE.

I'm not sick. Im digesting. | )

i you FRANKLY, MY DEAR,
need Lo neulralize ITS FULL OF STARS...

SO IT £5 A SERGEANT. YOU'RE
A LIEUTEMANT IN THE SAME
COMPANY, RIGHT#

So.. what do N\ WELL.. MY JAR IS
you de Fer Fun

arocund here?

. THAT'LL DO. IT"S
LUINDER HOUSE ARREST,
AND YOU'RE IN CHARGE.

Note: Sergeant Schlock is under arrest for misdemeanor charges of distributing controlled
substances without a permit. Had he been spraying perfume instead of belching narcotics it
would have been a felony.
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

Heow'd you end up in
Ehe Jar, Fi? j_J?

ALSQ), T THINK HE GAVE ME 5O MOW I'M REC-GREEM
CYSLEXIA. 1T CAN'T REMENMEER COLORBLINDG, AND THE

WHICH SIPE OF THE DETOMNATOR BUTTONS ARE
ACTUATOR THE RED REVERSED. THIS HAS TO BE
BUTTON 15 SUPPOSED SONME KING OF SUPER-

IF it S You Feel any betCer,
at easl: qau re still parancid.

TO BE OM. SECRET, ULTRA-BLACK-OF
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT.

=

THE POCTOR
WHO PUT ME BACK
TOGETHER LAST TIME
SCREWED P MY EYES.

PARANOIA MaY BE
CONMFORTABLE, BUT IT'S NOT
EXACTLY A SECURITY BLAMKET.

e

Note: Though Lieutenant Shore “Pi” Pibald is paranoid, his head is in a jar because there was,
in fact, an attempt made on his life. The doctor who put Pi together, Colonel Peter DeHaans,
altered Pi's memories, damaged his vision, and then had a subordinate tamper with some of
his equipment. This was done in an effort to get Pi to blow himself up, which DeHaans imag-
ined would amuse Admiral Emm, who took particular issue with some of Pi's previous demoli-
tions work.

Of course, you don't have to take issue with his demolitions work in order to be amused
when he blows himself up.

WE'VE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE. I PON'T WANT TO
GET WORKED ON BY THE SAME DOCTOR WHO
MD'ET SOT ME KILLED LAST TIME.

_\\L L

Oh, that's easy to
F‘ ix. Massey Ecla me
the two magic words.

HELLO, DID SOMEONE CALL
FoR HALPEACTH:E‘?

) 1’ ar:tomeu drene! [

“SECOND OPIMION2*

—

THAMK YOU FOR MOT LISING THE
PLASHMA CANNOM,

e
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KEALASTAN, GUEST ACCOMMODA TTONS, CAPTAIN
TASON'S TEMPORARY QUARTERS ABDARD THE
UNS BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENG...

g JUST GOT PAID
HAND SOMELY, REPAIRS
ARE ALMOST COMPLETE...
HOW BAD CAN IT BE¥

THEH WHAT'S WRONGT Mast of the non-

human grunts are | TH

ratiring.

b

BUT... I THOUGHT THESE PEOFLE
LOVED THEIR WORK!

They do. The
ongs you're losing
ara the ones who haven't
spen oFFensive achtion since
the HTEN takedown. I think
maybe they Feel alenaled..
insufFicient 'esprit de corps.’

BARKEEP! [ NEED SOMETHING
STRONG. SOMETHING THAT TAKES
AN UPSIDE-DOWHN UNIVEESE, AND
TURNS IT RIGHT-SIDE UP,

GOOD MONEN

ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

Bratty bad. You
paid the grunts
just a lithe too
much this Hme.

#

RETIRING? WHY? || Too good. That's

EY'RE MAKING

WHAT? WE DIDN'T RUN QUT OF MONEY,
DID WE? I WAS VERY CAREFUL TO

WATCH THURL WHILE HE COUNTED
VERY CAREFULLY. !
# I

- !
Na, it's nat that, We've skl
gol plenty banked against

rainy days, next month's
payroll, and petty cash.

{ multipliers Crom that last op, a grunt
can buy a lickel across the galaxy,
setle down someplace nice, and nob have
to work For & couple of years at least.

I PAID THEM
EXTEA!

Some things are
more important than
a Fal paycheck.

False alarm. I thought ha'd had an
aneurism and gone catatonic, bub just
huo minutes ago he got up and
headed For the bar.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

I USED TO RUMN A PLACE
OMN ELLTOOINE CALLED
ALPO'S.

I CALL THIS PRINK “SOBRIETY."
PON'T ASK WHY IT'S BROWN.

NOW.. HOW'S THE MERCENARY
BUSINESSZ _

HOW DO YO KHOW I'M A

MERCENARY?

ORANGE SHIRT,
BLOND CREW-CLT LIKE THE
PROW OF AM ICEEREAKER,
YOUWRE ONE OF A KIND.

HEY, THAT"S THE HAME OF THIS
ACE.

AND YOU'VE ONLY
SNIFFEP THAT SHOT OF
SOBRIETY. IT'S THAT G000,

Note: Back on Ellfooine, Aldo’s Snort’'n’Chug Lounge was a favored hang-out for ruffians,
knockabouts, and the occasional mercenary. For a very brief time Aldo employed a
certain amorph... but in order to read that story, you'll need to get your hands on Schlock
Mercenary The Tub of Happiness.

Following Celeschul’s signing to the Joint Forces Treaty with the U.N.S., Aldo was offered a
CivCon position. In short order he closed his doors, sold off his contraband, and shipped off
to Sol space, where the burgeoning military needed men with his talents.

Given the rare opportunity to choose where to set up shop, he flipped a coin to decide
between the battleplates Tunguska and Sudbury. It came up heads, but Aldo survived to be

relocated to the Morokweng.

0. WHAT'S EATIN® YOz I'M LOSING A BUNCH OF MY GERIATRICS, HIHZ WELL,
CREW. THEY'RE RETIRING. YOUWRE IN A YOUNG MAN'S
BLISINESS, AFTER ALL.

THERE MIGHT BE A COUPLE OF

GERI-WHATSITS. THEY'RE
ALL ALIENS. ARE THEY OLP
ALIENS, PERCHAMCEZ

TOO WELL. MY ADJUTANT | OY, YOUW'RE THE BLOKE

I'M WORRIED. WORD GETS ARQUND
SAYS 1 PAID ‘EM TOO WELL. Wﬂ;ﬁ RECRLITING FAST, YOU KNOWZ

FAST, YOU KNOW, [ LOST HALF MY
CEEW, | MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO

HEY, YOU 5AI0 THEY'RE
RETIRINS. THAT'S NOT
S0 BADR. SOUNDS LIKE

YOU PAY WELL, AT LEAST.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

I NEED THURL, ERAD, AND ELF WE'RE RECRUITING, FILLING EYE-CANDY. POSTER-CHILDREH,
OUT FEONT, HOW, WITH A TAELE, | | HOLES IN THE ROSTER. “JOIN UP, AND MAYEE YOU'LL
AND A VIEW OF THE TOUGH- LOCK THIS GO0D IN UNIFORM,”

1 HEARD THAT, SIR.

=

7 Thurl can handie | | 7 THERE T SAY ~LOOK,
the paperwork solo. KIDS... YOU CAN DO THIS JOB
lWhat are EIF and Brad For? AND LIVE TO EE AH OLD GUT"

THEEE IS TO BE
NO MENTION OF LIEUTENANT

| [You know wraT 1]|[De you remember what | did to the T NOT WORRIED.
THOSE TWO ARE ‘RILLAS, | | mEAN. THEYRE ALL || cops whe said thab about us? ELIZABETH CAN
AND THERE'S A 'PANZEE | | TERRANS. THEY ALL

ON THAT LOXIE | | LOOK ALIKE.

Eﬁ THE 'RILLAS ARE THE
; CUTE FURRY OMES, RIGHTZ

Note: The astute reader can likely name all of the non-terrans sticking with Tagon's Toughs as

silhouetted in the final panel. But just in case... Ch'vorthg, Schlock, Ebbirnoth, Elizabeth, Legs,
and Andy.

One terran is pictured, but in silhouette you can only see his jar. That of course is Lieutenant
“recently-discharged-from-the-hospital-without-permission” Shore Pibald.
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ProLoOGUE: DRYDOCK

E WE LIKE IT. THE TEMCH-ANP-50 WAS FORMERLY THE INTESRITY,
IN THE RECRUITING EDPEH?TS \"?5“55 FLASSHIP FOR "PRANSER'S BANGERS," WNDPER THE
QUEUE.. HIPZ IMPRESSIVE. COMMAND OF COLOMEL

WOW... YOU'RE BEAUTIFLL ANEP YOU'VE

SEEM REAL ACTION. DO YOU HAVE YOUR
OWN CABIN THERE OM THE *TOUCH-
ME-PLEASEZ"

I THIMK I LEFT MY BOYERIEND SHOT DOWN - THAT HE'C* BEEN WEARING FOR YEARS
OUT SOME KEY PRANGER'S FLAGSHIP... RENAPE...

CETAILS, LET ME
FILL THEM M.

AS AN EPAULET

I THIMK I JUST
REMEMBERED SOMEPLACE ELSE
I'M SUPPOSER TO BE RIGHT MOW.

PO ¥YOU COVER ELECTIVE
COSMETIC SURSERYZ

JUST RECONSTEUCTION FOR
INJURIES SUFFERED IN THE
LINE OF DUTY.

IF YOU SHNORE THEQUGH
THAT THING, I'M SURE

SOME FRIENDLY FIRE
COULD BE ARRANGED.

WHAT IF I
ACCIDENTALLY GET
SHOT IN THE MOSEZ

QUESTIONING THE RECRUITER..

$0.. WHAT ARE

@QUARTERS AND
THE .EEMEFIT'S JEALS. FULL

MEDICAL... THE
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

ARE THERE ALIEMS
IN THE COMPANYZ

IF YOU MEAN
HON-TERRAHS,

YOU KNOW... LIKE
CATEIRLS, OR
KITSLMEZ

Thurl*a signed up around
thirty, and has turned away
about hall that many.

WHAT'S HE TURNING
THEM AWAY FOR#

Inexperience, mosHy. There
were 8 couple of weirdos,

Mo, all those are
getting signed

—

I &0T THAT. THE LINE FULL OF BIS,
THICK-NECKED GOONS WAS A PEAR
GIVEAWAY. T WANT IN,

DPOES YOUR MOTHER KEMNOW YOW'RE HEREZ

PO YOUR SREAT-SRANPCHILDREN
KNOW YOU'RE HEREZ?

LOOK, WE 80T OFF TO A
ROUGH START. MY MAME |5
PARA VENTURA. I'M A CIVCON
HERE, AND I WANT OUT.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

CIVILIAN CONTRACTOR, EHZ
WHAT PO YOU DOz

I'm A ROBOTICIST. I
PO ROBOTS.




ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

I'M HOT SURE WE MNEEC* A
ROBOTICIST ON STAFF RIGHT
NOW, M5, VENTURA

I'VE HEARD THE RUMOGS, ANP 1 CAM
COUMNT HEADS. THERE ARE LESS THAM
A HUNPREP OF YOU ON A WARSHIP

BUILT FOR THOWSANES.

d

{ WANT REAL FORCE-MULTIPLICATION,
YOU NEED THE HELP OF AN EXPERT

I CAM REPLACE DESK-MEAT LIKE

YOU WITH A TURING DYNAMO, AN
ELIZA HELIX, AMD A WHITE MOISE
GENERATOR,

AND YOU'RE THAT

e IT LOOK.S PRETTY | | Absolutely. Granted, after those debacles with the
ABCARD THE MERCENARY G00D. YOU'RE SURE | | yatar and the explosives we were concerned that
WARSHIF TOUCH-AND-&0, EVERYTHING IS | | tho project would take longer than we bid, but it

UP TO SPEC?

ELRRENTLY DRYDOCKED .

turned out to be pretty straightForward.

did the previous refit, Daysun-Tingo.
They were extremaly helpFul.

DID THEY TELL ¥OuU AEOUT
THE CASUALTIES THEY
SUFFERED ON EOARD THIS

THERE HE I5.. THIS WON'T
TAKE A MINUITE.

CAPTAIM, THE LITTLE LADY
HERE WANTS AN OFFICER

SLOT. SAYS SHE “DOES

Oh yes. You had them guite
terrorized. But don't let it go o | |
your head. Here on the Morckuweng
- WE have much harsher mashers.

Captain, there may
be one or hwo

lopse ends we still
need to He ofF.

it's UENTLIRA. I'll get right an ‘em.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

Sir... I've got the latest
news on Ligulenant Pibald's

Medical treatment has been
suspended pending a
malpractice investigalio

The investigation has boen THEY ONLY SENT ONE?
suspended because Sergeant
Schlock ate the attorney
drone they sent, and then
checked himself and B
out of the hospital.

EY THE WAY, ENHESEY, THIS IS
ENSIGH PAREA VENTURA. SHE'S
A ROBOT ASSIST.

Ho. What you said was "I am a
hayseed hallwit,” and I think you
just said it again.

LOOK, ALL T ENOW IS THAT OUR HEW Wow. There are so
ENSIGN "DOES ROBEQTS,” AND SHE'S many places I could
take us with that

double entendre.

IVs like a First-class,
one-way ticket to
Insinuendoria.

YOUR FACE WOULD
BE I'I"ﬂl'-r?E EI?EESSII"E
D LT ey rasarved

a hotal and a limo.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE | V4




ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

MICK... IT'S BEEN FIVE YEARS I THOUSHT YOU EMLISTED YEAH.. WELL, NOW MY TROUBLES
SINCE I'VE WALKED THE OLD BECAUSE OF TROUWBLES IN | | WILL HAVE TROUELES WITH ME.

HEIGHEORHOOD, 1 MEED TO THE OLP MEIGHEORHOOD,
CATCH LP WITH FRIENDS. 4

Note: Shep has never availed himself of the works of Theodore “Dr. Seuss” Geisel, so the irony
implicit in his “troubles with me” statement in the context of his intended return to Vung Val-
ley Apartments has been completely lost on him.

BESIPES, IF YOU HAVEN'T - ANC A CHASSIS UPSRAPE WILL O YOU SHE'S CUTE, BUT I'M STILL
NOTICEDR, THE DATING SCEME SONME GOOD. BESIDES, ITLL BE FLIN! LEAVING.
gI?EETISﬂSELWTLE OM THE ¥

HOME AMD FIND ME A No thanks. I'm
CINNAMON-SKINNED BEAUTY not daoing
WITH BIS, BROWN EYES..

EXTORTION WOLWLD
WEED OUT THE
SEUEAMISH.

WE'VE GAINED HEADCOUNT,
BUT LOST COHESION. IT'
SOING TO TAKE TIME TO
PUT THIS COMPANY BACK

HOW DOES THE
ROSTER LOOK,

I THINK WE MEEC A
SHAKEDOWN MISSION.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

S ;=

WHO ARE YOU, AND HOW DID I'M PARA VENTURA. ERR. I MEAN,
ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH- | YOU CONVINCE TAGON THAT You ENSISN PARA VENTLIRA
AND-£0, CURRENTLY DRYDOCKED.. ) COULD POSSIBLY HELP? e I'M A ROBOTICIST.
HEY.. CAFTAIN TAGOM =
SAID YOU MIGHT NEED & '\
SOME HELP2 | =¥ 4

WAIT.. THE KEVYN 1 SEE MY BRILLIANCE | BRILLIANCEZ YOUR WORK WAS ALL PERIVATIVE. OH, WAIT.. IT PIP EXPLODE IN
ANDREYASNZ INVENTOR HAS PRECEDED ME. | YOU COMBINED NGUYEN'S RESEARCH ON WORMHOLE ) YOUR FACE. YOU STARTED THE

OF THE TERAPORTZ - PROPERTIES, THREW IN SOME OFF-THE-SHELF FIRST PAN-GALACTIC WAR,

NANOTECH, AND THEN GOT REALLY, REALLY AME NOW 1 HEAR WE'RE AT
LUCKY WHEN THE WHOLE MESS WAR WITH ANPROMECA OVER
PION'T EXPLODE YOUR TERROR-PORT.
1N YOUR FACE.

YOU'RE CERTAINLY A CUTE YOU'RE AN ARROGANT GEMERALIST |
KID. 15 THIS WHAT THEYRE | WHO PLAGIARIZED OTHER PEOPLE'S J 1 1
TEACHING [N SCHOOL HOW? | WORK AND MADE THE BIGGEST '

IF 1 PEE FAR, IT'5 BECAUSE |
STAND ON THE SHOULDERS
OF GIANTS.

MESS IN HISTORY.
{
L)
Hey, Hewyn. I 1 HAVE. I'M BUSY TRYING TO | EXACTLY HOW YOU LOOK LIKE YOU'RE TWELVE. | | THAT DEPENDS. ARE YOU SOING

EEINSTALL OUR SHIP'S BRAIH,
THOUGH, 5O 1 DON'T HAVE
- TIME TO EABYSIT.

oLe Po You
THINK I AMZ

FOU WHIME LIKE YOU'RE 515. DO | | TO PO THE MATH YOURSELF,

9@ you've mak YOU WANT ME To ADD THOSE | | or crie somesoy ELse's
NOTESZ

our bright new
recruit.

HUMEERS, OF SUETRACT THEM?

Okay, Ensign...
Let's stop teasing
the man with the antimakter

chip on his shoulder.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

YOU'RE WEARING THERE'S AN ANTIPROTON-
ANTIMATTERZ FULLERENE MATRIX IN MY
- EPAULETS, YES.

WHAT... LIMM... WHAT
ARE THEY POWERING?

CONVERSATION,
APPARENTLY.

LOOK, I'D LOVE TO JUST SIT SINCE IT"5 THE SHIP 5 &1, THIS SINCE HE'S TOO BUSY TO IF YOU TRY TO RESTORE FROM
AND TALK, BUT RIGHT HOW 1'M SHIP [SH'T GOING AN INTERFERE PEESOMALLY, ME SENT THOSE STRAMDS BEFORE
TEYING TO RESTORE A DEAD AL UNTIL I'M DOKE, IJNTIL THE SHIP YOU DOWN HERE. | GUESS HE REPLAITING, YOU'LL JUST
FROM AN UNWOUND VANILLA GOES SOMEWHERE, WE'RE NOT THINE.S THAT "EOBOTICIST' STRIP THE CORE.
HELIX, AND 17°5 NOT GOING WELL. | | MAKING ANY MOMEY, WHICH MEAMS ‘'CAM BRING TAG EACK
MEANS I'VE GOT THE CAPTAIN FROM THE DEAD.
EEEATHIHG DOWH MY HECK.

THERE.. YOU SHOWLD BE L WHY BOTHER, THOUGH? | TWO REASONS: FIRST, |
ABLE TO READP FROM THE WMN.S CAN SET YOU | DON'T TEUST THE ULH.5.
THE HELIX HOW. A BRAND MNEW HA-Y | @UITE THAT MUCH.
Al, READY FOR
IMPRINTING.

IT SOUNDS LIKE YOu
TREAT ROBOTS AS IF
THEY'RE PEOPLE.

Oh, I don't
know. he troats
people like they're
robots, so it gels
kind of hard to tell
what he's thinking.

SECOND, | LIKED TAG. HE
WAL SPOOKY AND ALOOF,
AHD HE WAS DEVELOPING
A TWISTED SENSE OF HUMOR.

THAT SHOULD O IT. HE'S
ONLY MISSING A FEW DAYS
OF DATA. FIRE HIM LP, AND
YOU'LL HAVE YOUR OLD
Al

HELLO, WORLD. INUALID WELL, crap!
MEMORY HELIX DETECTED. G
SHALL I CONTINUE
WITHOUT SAUING?

THERE'S MO | | Just kidding! How are you doing,
WAY THAT | | Commander? What did I miss?
HELIX IS | | |ijho's the kid?

, LALTHOUSH 1T
MIEHT HAVE

FERMENTED A
LITTLE BIT.

O

ISP L.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

YOU TREAT YOUR I'M GLAD MY WARM DON'T MIND ME, PIPSGUEAK. T'M

MACHIMES WELL. I F'EESQHALITYFIHALL!‘ JUST MARKING MY TERRITORY.
THINK 1 MAY HAVE [P WON YOU OVER, | |
TO LIKE You. .
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

HE KNOWS HOW IMPORTANT FIRST
IMPRESSIONS CAM BE.

EOMPANY ASSEMBLY ABOARD WE'VE GOT SOME NEW FACES WITH U3
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TSI WELOCHE AECRRL

He's doing prethy
well so Far.

IF YOU'RE HERE, IT'S
. BECAUSE YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO BE
HERE, AND WE'RE GLAD TO HAVE YOU.

CHIEF WARRANT THURL HAS PREPARED SOME OF YOU HEW RECRUITS HAVE SEE, IT'S HOT ENOUGH FOR YOU TO LAY COVERING FIRE
A ROSTER. EACH HEW RECEUIT WILL BE ALMOST AS MUCH EXPERIENCE AS | DO, | | FOR YOUR COMRADES, THEY HAVE TO KNOW YOU'RE LAYING
FAIRED UF WITH ONE OF TWO "OLD- BUT THAT EXFERIENCE MEANS NOTHING | | THAT FIRE, AND THEY HAVE TO TRUST YOU HOT TO

TIMERS" FOR ORIENTATION
AND TEAINING.

IF WE CAN'T WORK. AS A TEAM, ACCIDENTALLY SHOOT THEM IH THE HEAD.

THAT'S WHAT TEAINING AND
ORIENTATION ARE FOE.

HOBODY SKIPS IT.
EVERTEQDY TEAINS,
AND TRAINS HARD.

Authority without
condescension. Fiat THUREL'S “EUDDY ROSTER" 15

without offense. THE KEY. IN THE OLD EARTH
CIRCUSES, THEY TOOK THE
He's doing Fine. J g\ UNTRAINED ELEPHANTS,
. X AND PUT TWO TRAINED

ELEPHANTS ON EITHEE 5IDE OF
THEM TO TEACH THEM TO STAY
IN THE PACHYDERM PARADE.

peed flaand it's lime to
cut to the “Chief
Warrant's Minute.”

IT WORKED FOR DUME
ELEPHANTS, AND IT WORKS
FOR PEOPLE, TOO.

SURE, T'LL
JUST THROW MYSELF
[f BETWEEN THEM. SREAT IPEA.
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YOU MIGHT WANT TO BE

CAREFUL HOW You S4Y

THINGS LIKE 'DAUMB
ELEPHANT'

ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

HOW YOU THEEATEN THE GUY

YOU MIGHT WANT TO BE CAREFUL

WHO SIGNS YOUR PAYCHECK, AND
AUTHOELZES YOUR AIE SUPPORT.

MONEY DOESN'T MEAN You
GET TO BE RACIST.

MAYEE NOT, BUT CLOSE
AIR SUPPORT COVERS
A MULTITUDE OF SINS.

YOURE MISGUOTING IT. RULE
FOUR SAYS 'CLOSE AIR
SUPPORT COVERETH A
MULTITUDE OF SINS.

THAT'S WHAT

SUPPOSED TC
COVERE

Ne. Yol SAID mﬁl-flf_. IT's
TH.

EE

OH, HEY, 50 1T DOES. MAYBE IT
ALSO SUGGESTS WHAT | SHOULD
DO WITH A RECEUIT WHO BACK -
TALES DURING THE ORIENTATION

AH. HERE WE GO, FULE ELEVEN,
“EVEEYTHING [5 AlR-DROPPABLE
AT LEAST OMCE"

EY THE WAY, MERCENARY WORK
I5H'T GOVERNMENT WORK. OUR

PHYSICAL REQUIREMENT S ARE
STRICT, WITH NO EXCERTIONS.
THURL SHOULD HAVE
K.HOWH THAT.

YOUR TRUNE [5 YERY NICE, EUT EVERYEQDY
HEEDS AT LEAST TWO HANDS. EVEN OUR
FRELLENTI CORPORAL WITH HEE
PREHENSILE TONGUE HAD TO
EE AELE TO PICK THINGS
UP WITH HEE...

THE ROSTER'S OH THE

WALL. EVERYONE
EUDDY UP! COMPANY
DISMISSED.

CONGEATULATIONS., YOU'VE GOT TWO

HANDS, A TRUNK, A JOE, AND 600D

TASTE IN LITERATURE, DON'T RUIN IT BY

COMPLAINING WHEN PECOPLE MENTION
THAT YOU HAVE GREY SKIN AND
WEIGH A LOT.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

'M JUST BIG-BONED.

THAT'S WHAT [ SAID.
GREY SKIN, AND EfG




ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK
YOU COULD HAVE WARNED ME WHEREVER Ij SORPY. THAT SOUMDPED LIKE AN
THAT WE'D RECRUITED AN WANTS T2 ELEPHAMNT JOKE.
ELEPHANT, AND IT HAS HANDS, ,:-_i

WHERE DOES A FIVE-TON
ELEPHANT GET HANDS?

THUEL, YOU HUNG ME QUT TO
DRY QUT THERE! .

\/ WE CAN'T TELL
| THOSE ANYMORE!

| GET S0 TIRED OF
JEERS LIKE 'HEY, FATSO'
OR 'REMEMBER ME?' OR
"CHECK OUT THE NOSE
ON THAT auy." _

I'M A NEOPHANT, FIRST-GENERATION. WE'RE SMALLER,
STRONGER, AND WE'VE 60T HANDS WE CAN CURL
INTO FIST-FEET.

_ IT'S HARD, THOUGH
. BECAUSE THE PREVIOUS

GENERATION RESENTS US, AND
WE STILL DON'T FIT IN WELL WITH HUMANS.
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

I'M AN ENSIGH. NOT
A COMMANDER

WHICH MEANS T'M
i =r “COMMANDER" TO
: L YOU, HOT “KEVIH.”
f o T y
= 5 24 \
3§ )
- -

OH. FINE, WHATEVER,
COMMANPER. HAVE YOU
SEEN THE UMIFORMS
WE'VE BEEN I5SUEDZ

THEN WHY DO I HAVE
TO WEAR BODY ARMOR
ALL THE TIMEZ

| DESIGHED THEM. WE
GOT A LITTLE TIRED OF
RUNNING AWAY FROM
- BULLET

BECAUSE YOU ONLY
GET SHOT ONCE IN
TO BE DEAD.

CCII'-E

BE A NICE, AEMORED GEUNT TO JUMP

I'M A ROBOTICIST, HOT A GRUNT. WHY O 1

MNEED TO BE BULLETPROOF? YOUR SIRLFRIEND,

COMMANDPER FOXWORTHY, SHE SAID WE'RE
SUPPOSEDR TO WEAR THESE ALL THE TIME.

IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL ANY
EETTER, YOU'RE HOT GOING
TO 'ETET EHGT AT ALL

TOU DON'T KHOW
WHERE THAT SHOT MAY
FROM, AND THERE MAY HOT

IN AND TAKE THE EULLET FOR YOU.

AND EVEN IF THERE 15, IF YOU'VE BEEH

WHINING A LOT, HE MAY JUMP A LITTLE MEED BETTER
TOO SLOWLY. ’ GRUNTS.
B 4B sno wore

SOUNDS LIKE WE

OF THEM.

THE GEUNTS AREN'T ON PAYROLL
TO WORK AS YOURE PEESOMNAL

BODYGUARD, ENSIGN VENTURA. | =

WHO JS, THENZ

SHORT CHICK, JUST HIRED OH. WHINES A LOT. WE
ISSUED HER S50ME BEODY ARMOE. LAST HAME OF

“VENTURA," 1 THINK. :
oL , J

B

o
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ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

WHY ARE YOU
HERE, AGAIM?

OME 15 &Y DUTY | MERCENARY COMPANY [F

THE CAPTAIM SAIC | HO, | MEAN HERE HERE. WHY
THAT FABBER | DID YOU ENLIST WITH A

CAREER PATH. THE PAY | 50 YOU'RE IN IT
SCALING FOR CIVCOMN 15 | FOR THE MONEY.

LOCKSTEPPED WITH NON-

STATION, | YOU'RE AFRAID OF

GETTING SHOT AT?

COMS, AND THERE'S A
GELASS CEILING.

IS'WT THAT WHAT ALL
MERCEMARIES ARE
IN 1T FOR?

YOU HAVE TO EE PASSIONATE
ABOUT YOUE WORK. YOU HAVE
TO EELIEVE IN WHAT YOU'RE

IT'5 HOT ALWAYS AEOUT MOMNEY.

DOING IN OFRDER TO DO IT WELL.

"M HERE BECAUSE | LOVE TO
CREATE, AND EECAUSE I'VE
GOT THE FREEDOM TO TURN
MY IDEAS INTO HARDWARE
THAT HAPPENS TO BE GOOD
FOR THE COMPANY.

THAT SOUMNCS EXACTLY
LIKE WHAT 1 WANT TO
PO, THANKS FOR THE
PEP-TALK.

GOOD, HERE'S A LIST OF MY IDEAS
THAT HEED TO BE TURNED INTO L

REPLEMISH MISSILE STORES,
REPLACE VDA OUTRIDERS,
RESTOCK SMALL ARMS..

COMMANDER, THIS 15 ALL |
STUFF YOW'VE BUILT BEFORE.
CAMN BE "

PROCUCTION
ALUTOMATED.

DON'T AUTOMATE IT. TOUCH
IT AT EVERY STEP. CONSIDER
THIS YOUR JOURKEYMAN
EXAM FOR THE FAEEEE.

IF I FOLLOW THESE DESIGNS, S
MY WORK WILL LOOK ”
EXACTLY LIKE YOURS.

THERE YOU GO, LIEUTEMANT.
GOO0D AS NEW.

THURL HAS YOU BACE. ON THE
DUTY EOSTER ALEEADY. HE SAYS
THERE'S A SMALL DEMO PROJECT
HE HEEDS YOU TO TAKE CARE OF
WITH ONE OF THE HEW GEUNTS.

FIRST OaY OUT OF THE
BOTTLE, ANC I'M ALREADY
BACK IN THE SAPDLE. TIME

FOR THE BIG Eaamir)/
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

I SNORE. THURL SUGGESTED OkAY.. I'LL MAKE IT LOOK LIKE WE THIS 15 REALLY
FRIENDLY FIRE, SINCE THE WERE REPURPOSING SOME FLASH-
CAPTAIN FROWNS ON ELECTIVE | | BANGS, ONE WENT OFF, AND THE
ENP-CAP TAGSGED YOU IN THE NOSE.
EASY TO RIS HO wWaY TO #iI55 A
TARGET THAT SIZE

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE 7



ProLoGUE: DRrYDOCK

I'M BUSY RIGHT HOW.

ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP CAN IT WAIT?

-

Captain, Lieutenant
Commander Shodan

needs you in the
rrlining room ASAR,

— He says that

\> Corporal Chisulo, the
glephant, wanls ko tako
you on with pugil-sticks.

I don't think your WE'RE HERE. YOU

Duran-Ellu brick will CAN SHUT UP HOW.

work. Besides... he

won't grow bits back r-"'
like Schlock did.

I'm reviewing video of the
pugil-shick training right
now... Chisulo is good.

He presents a big
target, but his trunk
givas him a very
impressive reach.

I'M S0ORRY, DID YOU JUST
SAY *THAMK YOU SIRt MAY ]
HAVE ANOTHER?"
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ProLOGUE: DRYDOCK

EVERYEODY HAS TO DO IT. | 1 DON'T KNOW HOW SHODAN? LET'S GET THAT SPOT
COMPETITION HERE FOSTERS | TO FIGHT. I'M S0ING | ©OH. YEAH. GOOD POINT. CLEANED UP, SO NOEODY SLIPS
IN IT, WE'LL WORK. ON TERRAIN
ADVANTAGE ANOTHER DAY.

CORPORAL CHISULO
WAS REALLY SO0,
AND HE 80T HIS EYE
POKED OUT.

NEXT WP, VENTURA AND g WNloce. UNIOCS DON'T BENEFIT FROM
EBBIRNOTH! L STEREOPTIC PARALLAX, BUT
YOU'VE GOT EODY THEIR ENORMOUS EYE PROVIDES
ARMOR. YOU'LL A LONG FOCAL LENGTH. THEY
EE FIME. PERCEIVE DEPTH QUITE
ACCURATELY BY RAPIDLY
EHIFTING FOCUS,

THAT'S ANOTHER REASCOHN FORE
THIS TRAINING. IT'S ONE THING
TO BE BULLETPROOF, IT'S
ANOTHEE THING ENTIRELY TO
K.EEP YOUR WITS ABOUT YOU

WHEHN YOU'VE BEEN ENOCKED
BACK BY A DIRECT HJT._)
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PART |: WET FEET

CAPTAIN, T'VE
FOUND WORK.

LET'S HEAR IT.

ITS A RELIEF MISSION.
TO THE CREPOMAR

WE ACCOMPANY SLPPLIES

THERE'S BEEM SOME RIOTING,
BUT NOBODY HAS ANYTHING
SHARPER THAM STICKS AND

DID YOU JUST WEASEL-WORD YOUR
WAY AROUND SAYING “WHAT'S THE
WORST THING THAT COULD HAPPENT"

HABITAT, AND OVERSEE

BOTTLES. IT'LL BE A PERFECT,
THEIR CISTRIBUTION.

LOW-RISE SHAKEDOWN TOUR. _}"

&

» VE RUM A COST-

BEMEFIT AMALYSIS, AND IT
REMAINS PROFITABLE EVEN
IN EXTREME CONTINGENCIES,

| HEY, YOU JUsT

HOW INVOKED MURPHY,
HOT ME. THOSE WEASEL-WORDS
ARE THERE FOR OUR PROTECTION.

WHO'S FOOTING THE EILL ON
THIS? IT DOESH'T LOOK. LIKE
THE CREDOMITES HAVE ANY
MONEY,

WE'LL BE IM THE DIRECT

YOU KNOW, IF YOUu DON'T TRUST THEM,
ENMPLOY OF THE LIMS.

WE PROBABLY SHOULDN'T HAVE LET
THEM REBUILD OUR SHIP.

QKAY, BACK TO... HANG ON. I DI THE FIRST| THEM 1 OPTIMIZEDR THE YOU'RE
WHAT'S ALL UNIT OF EACH | BUILDS SO THEY COULD INSECURE.
THIS? YOUR FABBER BATCH BY HAND, | RUM IN PARALLEL, CUTTING
RLNS ARE DOME, AND I TOUCHED | FABBER CYCLES BY 42X,
YOU'RE RESUPPLIED. EVERY STEP, JUST| AND SIMNG YOU YOUR

MATERIEL ABOUT A DAY
AHEAD OF SCHECULE.

™

"
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PART |: WET FEET

BAY 11, DRYDOCK
ABCARD THE UN.5
BATTLEFLATE
MORTEWENE.

TERCH-ANP -G THIS 15 TRAFFIC | | COPY THAT, TRAFFIC CONTROL. DO
CONTROL. YOU ARE CLEARED | | WE NEED A LAME ASSIGHMENT? WE'RE
FOR DEPARTURE, OVER

MOROK WENS, THIS 15 TOUCH-AND-
&0, YOU'VE "PORTED US TWELVE
HOUES OUT [N A POLAR OREIT.

i

WE'RE SUPPOSED TO

BE ACCOMPANYING A SHIPMENT
OF SUPPLIES TO THE CREDOMAR
SYSTEM, EUT HAVEN'T EEEN, ..

HOT MUCH TO SEE, TONAOH-
ANP-50. AND YOU'RE NOT
SETTING THE GRAND EXIT.
YOU'RE GETTING EJECTEPR.
TRAFFIC CONTROL OUT.

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING THE
S5IGHTS DUREING OUR GEAND

1 GUESS THIS WAY WE CAN'T
LET THE DOOR HIT U5 ON
OUE WAY OUT.

. TOLD WHERE... HEVEE MIND.
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PART |: WET FEET

Somebody’s got an
ovardeveloped sense of
iranic propriety.

The supply vessel we're
escorting is a LLH.5.

Merchant Registry ship
called falonrun.

QH, YEAH. "EAT AND
RUH." 1 GET IT.

And the Firat three

cull-:ﬁgn are “MRE."

charachters of her

Note: UNS call-signs begin with the registry type, and then the first character of each word in
the vessel's name. Thus the Merchant Registry vessel Eatonrun has a call-sign beginning with

MR (Merchant Registry) and E (Eatonrun.)

The rest of the characters in her call-sign, SO-7A57Y, are completely unfunny.

TAG, POP THE VDA, AND LET'S
PORT INTO CREDOMAR EY THE
NUMBERS. Array popped, LZ
is clear o hwenky-
Five light-seconds
and counhbing.

MISTER EATONSLN, THIS IS
TOUGH-AND -0, TERAPORT
COORDINATES ARE ATTACHED.

TEEH-ANP =S, ARE YOU
REFERRING TO THE PIRATES
WHO CAPTURED HALF YOUR

THE MERCHANT REGISTRY HAS
EEALLY GOOD INTEL.

COMMAND STAFF ANC BLEW
A HOLE IN YOUR FORWARD

ENTEY LOOK.S CLEAR. IF
- THEEE ARE PIRATES FURTHER

IN, WE'LL DEAL WITH 'EM. WE'VE
DEALT WITH PIRATES BEFORE.

\

d you keep selling
stary rights to Magic
Dreamland Entertainmant.

Hn

Note: It is common practice to refer to Merchant Registry vessels as “Mister,” because “Mis-
ter” abbreviates to MR. Since these vessels are ALSO referred to with feminine pronouns, the
easily amused can provide themselves with hours of laughs. “I watched Mister So-and-so

dock, and she steers like a cow.” Hilarious.
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PART |: WET FEET

WE NEED TO ADJUST OUR ' THE UNS TERAPORT SHAVED | THAT'S NOT “SHAVING.” THAT'S SORRY, SIR. THAT
SCHEDULES, AND THROW IN _ ABOUT TWENTY HOURS OFF | AMPLITATION. SHUTTLE ALgeApy \ WAIT... WHAT DID 1 SA¥?

OF QUE TWENTY-SIX DO YOU WANT TO | LEFT THE STATIOMN.

HOURE TRANSIT. AEGUE WITH ME, OF - =~
7 DO YOU WANT TO YUMMY SHOES,
GO TO BED? _ CAPTAIN?

Definitely unmannad.
Missilo-sized.

The UDA s showing mulliple small contacks, thirteen
point Five megaklicks out, vectoring in at point-Fve-
six-=one ceo, and acceloraking. =

GREAT. HOW MANY 15
“MULTIFLE?"

Array acan conFirms, we ERAD AND 'CHELLE, YOU'RE ON
have huenty-Four inbound POINT. WEAPONS FREE, ENGAGE

missilas. AT WILL.

THE WAITING 15 ALWAYS THE
HARDEST PAET.

'
-

Ugah. IVl be over in
FiFteen seconds, but il’ll
Feel like an enhtire day.

UDA lead-element contact Em;ﬁﬂ%:':ﬂnﬁg
im huenty-huo seconds. On
our doorstep in thirty-six. WATCH THE SHOW.
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PaRT |: WET FEET
SPLATTERING AN INBOUND MISSILE IS AR e e E—
USUALLY NOT A BTG DEAL. A STREAM OF B et T CUTRIOING
ACCELERATED PARTICLES WILL SUFFICE. [ T T HAVE HEAVY FARTICLE CANNON
N ~ I . FOR JUST THIS SORT OF work.

TAKE MUMBERS SIX
THROWSH ELEVEN,
‘CHELLE. I'LL SWEEP
ONE THROWSH FIVE,

THE TARGET, A TWO-METER LONG
BREACHER MISSILE, HAS A SMALL B
= e T ANNIE-FLANT TYPICALLY FROVIDING
AIMING Is TRICkY, | et BOTH PROPULSTON AND PAYLOAD.

SINCE VELOCTTIES
ARE STENIFTCANT
FRACTIONS OF £EE,
BUT A 6000 FIRING
COMPUTER EAN
MAKE THE SHOT.

CONFIRMED. ;
I'vE 6OT A FIRING
SOLUTION, BEAMS AWAY.

ERACKING THE PLANT WILL PREVENT PAYLOAD DETONA TTON,
THERE MAY BE A SMALL EXPLOSTON, BUT EVAPORA TING
NEUTRONIUM IS5 NETTHER A5 ENERGETTC NOR AS FOCUSED
AS THE ANNIHILA TTON-FLANT CONVERSTON WOULD BE

NATURALLY THIS ASSUMES THAT
THE MISSILE ISN'T PACKING
SOMETHING LESS SOPHIS TICA TED.

ANTIMATTER WARHEAPS!

WE'RE BEING SHOT AT BY
CRAZY PEOPLE!
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PART |: WET FEET
ITS HOT OUT THERE, \
BUT I'M OKAY. j

POPPING BOGEY EIGHT,

SERIOLISLY. WHAT
KIND OF I010T

WSES AMTIMATTER
WARHEADS2

SHALL 1 AWAKEN

COMMANDER
ANDEEYASH ARD
ASK, HIM?

- AND T'M OUT
¢ <" OF TARGETS. EIGHT
S TOOK SEVEN THROUGH
8 CLEVEN DOWN WITH IT.

All inbound targets have
been destroged. Mo launch

50 SOMEEQDY WANTED U5
DEAD, AND THE RELIEF
SUPPLIES DESTROVYED.

WHAT IF IT W45 PIRATES,
EUT THEY'RE JUST EEAL

PID: .
TR Firatas that stupid
would be worrisome, sir.

Stupid is hard
to pradict.

Mot piracy, sir. Those
warheads could not have
been used to merely disable
gither us or the Eatonrun.

CAPTAIM, MY PARTICLE
CANNON 15 DOWM. 1T WON'T
TAKE A CHARGSE, AND IT
WON'T TRAVERSE.

HOW DID

YOU BREAK 1T?

I CIPN'T BREAK IT. 1
FIRED IT. TWICE.

IT*5 RATED TO FIRE A OH, ANC MMM, THEM I PASSEL THROUGH
LOT MORE THAN THAT THE BLAST FRONT CREATED BY FIVE CHAIN-_/.
BEFORE BREAKING. PETOMATED ANTIMATTER

DID EREAK IT.

Note: While it's not common practice to blame a soldier for equipment damage inflicted
during the course of repulsing the enemy, it's also not common practice to fly through an
antimatter blast front with unifield shields at 30% in order to “enjoy the view.”

If Tagon were enamored of paperwork, this would come out during the debriefing and sub-
sequent inquest. He's not, so it won't.
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PART |: WET FEET

WELCOME BACK., ENSIGH, IT UMM, HI, COMMANDER T I BROWSHT HER IM AS
LOOKS LIKE IT REALLY DVD THOUSHT YOU WERE OFF SHIFTZ SOFT AS A FIRST KISS,
GET HOT QUT THERE. e SIR. THERE'S NO WAY
A || vou rearo e LA,
NOT EVEN IF YOLd WERE
SLEEPING RIGHT HERE
IN THE BAY.

MY EEDSIDE ALARM GOES OFF ANYTIME
THE WORD "ANTIMATTER" I5 USED
OHN THE SHIP'S COMMS,

\

Note: ‘Chelle’s landing of her damaged tank was almost exactly like a first kiss: soft, tenta-
tive, and kind of clumsy. We could extend the metaphor a bit, and point out that TAG ob-
served the whole thing like an anxious father sitting where he could peek out at the front
porch, but that would start to get a little creepy.

WE WERE FIRED ON JUST | | TAG HAS THE WHOLE THING ON
TWO HOURS LATER, ON BEFORE TURNAROUND, THE | | VIDEO FROM NUMEROUS ANGLES.
PINAL APPROACHTOTHE VA WARNEADS. WHICH CHATH | | T\ EXPLOSIONS IN THEATRE ONE
5, -
bty | O TONATED WHEN LEAD AFTER WE FINISH THE -

ELEMENTS WERE

Wow., The kheat.. the BID YOU SEE THE RESOMAMCE | | IF YOU'RE DONE REVIEWING
raw, mebalic plasma.. . PATTERNS WHGJ;I Eﬂ:ﬂﬂ‘ g;liE\lTI?:lETI-IIE'D LIKE TO GET
Prose warheads were | cricwy aND PELICIOMS, WiTH | | 58 j

= RAMIOACTIVE SPRIMKLES.

et

p g o
| '
| /
- 'l’ " |
\_I
Y ,

- l,_ 1
]
¥
|
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PART |: WET FEET

e . N
| COORDINATING WITH
_I CREDOMAR HABITAT
| TRAFFICCONTROL..

... I'M SURE YOU 'DDI'I'T‘
KHOW WHO SHOT AT US,
BUT CAN YOU SLIESS? AHD
WE'RE STILL WAITING FOR

. A DOCK ASSIGHMENT.

WO IPEA, TOUWCH-ANP-S0.
ANTIMATTER, WARHEADSZ NO
PROFIT IN THAT, IT'S JUST
VANDALISM.

AND ATTEMPTED

MURDEE, DO YOU KNOW

ANY VANDALS? OF MURDERERST
WITH ACCESS TO ANTIMATTER?

0 YOU IN NORTHPORT. POCK

MOPE. BUT I'VE SOT YOUR
POCK ASSIGNMENT, WE'LL PUT

NUUMBER ONE I5 CLEAR, AND
ASENTS ARE STANDCIMG BY
TO RECEIVE.

NEGATIVE, TOUCH-AND-G0.
You ARE ASSIGNED TO
SOUTHPORT, DOCKE FOUR.
WE'VE &OT RECEMING

EFRIM, SET OFF THIS CHAMMEL!
TOUCH-ANDP-80, BELAY THAT.

SOUTHPORT'S AGENTS ARE
TRYING TO HIJACK THE
CELIVERY. -

Sir, we're golling an analog
radio transmission From a
makeshilt antenna on the
hull of the habikat. IFs
waak, but it ropoats. “Plosse
don't fef thom sieal the Food

o L IRE

| again. Uic're hungry.” —
T |

REALLYZ FROM HERE IT
LoOES LIKE NORTHPORT
DOING THE HIJACKING. GET OF
THE CHANNEL YOURSELF, ¢
MYRONS

EXCUSE ME... WHO 15 IN
CHARGE DOWN THERE?
_—

TOUCH-AND-&0, SORRY FOR
THE DELAYS. WE'WE HAD TO
HACK BACK INTO OUR OWN
SYSTEM. THIS IS THE REAL

CREDOMAR TRAFFIC CONTROL.

YO WANT NORTHPORT, DOCK

SIX. LOOK FOR THE RED

UNIFORMS.

THURL, CHECK, THE CONTRACT. DO
WE GET PAID ON DELIVEEY, OR ON

DISTRIEUTION? IT'5 ONE OF
THOSE D-WORDS, AND 1 CAN'T
REMEMEER WHICH OMNE.

DISTEIEUTION,

DAMMIT... 15 ALSO
A D-WORD.

THE HABITAT, ACTIVE SCANMING,
ALL EANDS, AND DON'T SPARE
THE JUICE.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

TAG, MAKE A CIRCUIT AROUND V[

ENMESEY, CALL MISTER
EATOMELN, AHD LET HIM
KHOW WE'RE DELAYING

DELIVERY UNTIL WE'VE
FOUND A SUITAELE
DOCK.

What exacHy are ‘LL

we looking For? [ MAKE OME.

A SUITAELE DOCK... OR A K lllhen we do that
PLACE WHERE WE CAN

part, please can
you hell me "don’t
spare the juice?”




PART |: WET FEET

Captain, Southport is.. cluttered. There are HORTI:POCET. THEN. IF TléEY EliEr:' Cﬂvé. OEEAG'!' T.E.K.EJP_IE.ISI-LCET'.‘I.::IED THEN
i PUT UNIFOREMS TOGETHEE, T WE'LL TALEWITH T
three ships berthed, but they appear ho have CONSTITUTE AUTHORERY.

been gutted and stripped. There is one heavy-
weapon energy signature present, but
it is Fuzzy.

SOLDIEES IN NOETHPORT, I

Are you sure,
O All Northport docks are clear, butd=Captain? I'm Five nines
thore are two Forces of uniformed || oF certain I can lance that

O men_present, armed with light weapons. | | Southport weapon cleanly.

IT'S PERFECT, CORPORAL THE WRECKAGE WHAT ARE THEY
SOUTHPORT, LW FORCES ‘EM TO PICK POCK FOUR, AND THEN | GOING TO BO? TAKE

IN WATT. WE SHOOT 'EM RIGHT THROUSH THE HOLES | A POTSHOT THROUSH
, IN THE WRECKAGE. | TWO LAYERS OF

-] HULLMETALZ
LIEUTENANT, WE CAN'T
SEE WHAT THEY'RE DOING
OUT THERE. SUPPOSE THEY

=, I SCAN LIS, AND LINE P
\ . FOR A DIFFERENT SHOT?

CORRECTION. TWO LAYERS
OF HULLMETAL AMD OME
LIEUTEMANT.

Note: Clearly TAG and Tagon are both adherents of Rule 27... “Don’t be afraid to be the first
to resort to violence.”
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PART |: WET FEET

ﬂ;g SHOT, I tald you I || There appears fo be 15 HE DEAD? CAH WE NANNY-EAG He was about thirty centimeters too

was Five | | one human casualty, J | WM AND @UESTION HIM? short For that. Though he is thirty
.‘ﬂ nings oF 4 likely an snemy a\) | : L
, gunner. - ;
§ F. L}
. - - ﬁ

centimeters shorber o =

\

-

— s

Brilliant delivary, || DELIVERY OF
r WHAT? IT IS

air. 1 ﬂppm' | ALL SHOT UP.

HEGATIVE, E4ATONEUN. WE DON'T WANT TO
e USE THAT PORT. IT'S ALL SHOT UP.

— O

I'M SMART ENOUGH

LOOK SHARF, AND LOOK TOUGH. THEY WILL BE, BUT MOT
TO KNOW THAT,

YOUR WEAPONS AIN'T JUST FOR EVERYBODY 15 SMART
HOW, BUT THEY DO | | ENOUSH TO KNOW THAT A
NEEDP TO SHOW. WEAPOM THE SIZE OF A
HOUSE 15 ACTUALLY

ABCARD TROGP TRANSPORT
ONESY, LAUNCHING FROM

WHAT ABOUT TAG, AN'
THE TAMEKSZ THEY'VE SOT

BIGGER, SCARIER GLINS
THAM WS, SHOULDN'T THEY BE
DOIN' THE SHOWIN' OFF2

S000 POINT.
BUT I DOM'T WANT TO
GET SHOT JUST BECALISE
I DICW'T BELIEVE ANYOME
COULD BE DUMBER THAN YOU.
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PART |: WET FEET

THE eREDOMAR HABITAT LOOKS LIEE A
EENTLY TWISTING cTEAR, WITH FIDOLY-
BITS STUCK ON HERE AND THERE.

THE ORTEINAL ARCHTTESTS DECTDED ASATINST A DEPENDENCE

ON ARTIFICTALL ¥-EENERA TED &RAVITY. THEY SPLIN THE
HABITAT INSTEAD, WHICH MEANT THEY WERENT GETTING ANY

ERAVITY — JUST A COMBINATION OF INERTIA AND ANSLLAR
ACCELERA TION KNOWN AS CENTRIFUSAL FORCE "

W,
Lo
.

GENTLY TWISTING, ISNOT WHATIT IS DOING THE STATION IS
ROVGHLY SIX THOUSAND METERS IN DIAMETER. THA T ONCE-
EVERY-II0-SECONDS ROTATION, WRIT LARGE, MEANS THE OUTSIDE

W EDSES ARE MOVING AT ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE METERS
FPER SECOND WITH REGARD TO THE CENTER

THE DIFFERENCE BE TWEEN GRA VI TY AND CENTRIFUGAL FORCE
IS THE SUBTECT OF MANY A DISCUSSTON AMONE CREDOMITES
WHO LOVE TO ARSUE THAT THE THING HOLDING THEM ALL TOQ

THE SROUND I5 ACTUALLY AN TLLUSION,

ScrLock MEBZENARY
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PART |: WET FEET

MEEVMNBSAT
NORTHPORT..

EHEG-K '! ‘
BATTLESUITS!

MAKE SURE
INERTICS ARE GRAATYS ABOUT FIVE PERCENT OF
ON, AND BOOTS WHAT YOU'RE USED TO. WE DON'T ~ THi RE5T OF W
ARE GRIPPING! WANT ANYBODY BOLNCING AROUND..

PLATOON, TEN-HUT! )| WE'RE HERE TO SECURE, AND ALSO To ] | EBBY, 5IR.. AS FAR AS NO LAUSHING! AND SO
INTIMIPATE. PON'T FOUL THAT U BY SCHLOCK'S CONCERNED, HELP ME, IF YOU MAKE ME
LAUSHING AT SEE&.EAHT SCHLOCK'S THIS IS THE WAY WE GIGGLE, EVERY TITTER 15

;;attma

' AS FAR AS THE SPECTATORS
ARE CONECERNED, THIS 15 THE
WAY WE ALWAYS DISEMBARK.

SERBEANT, BE CAREFUL ON | can see Chat. | Cried Lo Flap my way THAT MOORING TOWER'S PRETTY
THE WAY DOWN. YOUI'VE back Fo you bub you geb away, and TALL. IT WAS MAYBE POING
CHAMGED VELOCITY RELATIVE rew I'm galning alfitude. FIFTEEN WHEN IT HIT YOU.

YEAH, WE'RE CLOSE TO THE CEMTER, i

S0 THE DECK 15 "OMLY" MOVING AT FiFteen. Right.

ABOUT TWENTY METERS PER SECOND. Sot it. Sot a piece of
STILL ENOMSEH FOR SOME FUNNY WINDS. it sbuck right here, even,

Sonna hit Che deck pretby
s Rl W nard, though. | hope the
L, right cirection. W PN e sturcy
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PART |: WET FEET

[ DON'T EHOW WHAT
THAT PET OF THEIRS 15,
BUT IT'S GOMMA GET

EY THE...

WHOA! SMACKED EY
TOWEE TWQ!

CAPTAIN TAGON, SIR.
NORTHPORT CENTRAL

SECURE. DOCK ONE IS |
YOURS FOR THE TAKING, =

NICE WORK, LIEUTENANT, THAT'S THEY FLOAT SIR. I CAN'T FEEL || Seorry. Did | screw up cur
WHAT SERGEANTS ARE FOR. HOW THEM AT ALL. I SUESS THAT bia entrances
DO THOSE TABS FEEL? MEAMS THEY FEEL FIME. i

SERGEANT SGHLDG.K SAVE AN |
IMPROMPTU PLASMA-POWERED
FLIGHT DEMONSTRATION, AND
THE IRREGULARS BAN OFF.

YES. BUT THEN YOU SCREWED IT
BACK POWN, SO WE'RE OKAY.
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PART |: WET FEET

| THE EATONRUN HAS A CARGO CAPACITY .
MILLION CUBIE METERS. AR EATONRUN L5 DOCKING IN ALTENMENT

WTITH THE CENTRAL SPINDLE OF
CREDOMAR HABITAT, THIS MEANS THAT
RIEHT HERE, RIGHT NOW, THE AFPARENT
WETSHT OF ALL THIS CARGO IS ONLY
ABOUT FIVE FERCENT OF WHATITS MASS
WOLLD SUSSEST IN EARTH'S ERAVITY.

"

THATS ENOUSH cHOW TO PROVISTON
EREDOMAR'S TWENTY-EIGHT MILLTON
M| [NHASITANTS FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS.

T SRR,

THUS, EATONRUNS CARSO "ONLY”
: WEIEHS SIX-POINT-5IX BILLION

; POUNDS. (FIVE PERCENT OF SIXTY
BILLION KTLOGRAMS IS STILL A LOT)

SEEZ THIS STUFF
IS LIGHT AS A

THERE'S A LOT OF IT.
I BET IT GETS HEAVIER.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART |: WET FEET

FRESH PALLET
FOR YOU,
ORPORAL,

AT WHATZ CATCHING
THREE-HUMNDRE -

KILO FOODR CRATES?
YOWRE KIDPING,
RIGHTZ

OH, COME ON,
PRIVATE. BE A SPORT.
THEY OMLY WEIGH ABOUT
THIRTY POUNDS WP HERE.

THE AIR LIKE THAT.

IT'S SCARY, THE WAY THOSE
THINGS JUST ARC THROWSH

THE PORT'S &GOT A PAIR OF GSRAV-SLINGERS, OME ON EACH EMD.
FIRST OMNE FIRES THE BOX AT WHERE WE'LL BE WHEN THE STATION
ROTATES ENOWUGH, AND THE SECOND OMNE CATCHES IT AND SETS IT IN

YOUR ARMS, LIGHT AS A FEATHER, AND GENTLE AS A MOTHER'S KISS.

AND T OMLY WEIGH ABOWT
TEN POUNDS, 5O THE
CRATES STILL WIM,

ITS MO FUM WHEN YOU'VE
ALREADY DOME THE MATH.

YOUR MOTHER WEIGHS SIX
TONS, AND “KISSES" WITH TWO
METERS OF MUSCLED TRLIMK.

AFRAIC TO TRY CATCHING A BOX

YOU'VE GOT POWEREDR
FULLEREME ARMOR, AARDY.
50 THE CRATES OUTMASS
YOU THREE-TO-OMEZ BIS
DEAL. YOU CAM TAKE "EM.

THE GRAV-CATCH AT THIS END DPROPS THEIR RELATIVE SPEEL FROM
TWENTY=SOMETHING METERS PER SECOND TO ZEROD. STAND RIGHT
g:?'l'];ﬁ;rﬂ;amf AND THE PACKAGE WILL GO WHEREVER YOUW PUSH IT,

OKAY, FINE.
TLL TRY IT.

WAIT.. WHAT H.i‘IF'F‘EN‘.i IF THE
CATCHER POWERS DOWN

WE'LL FIND OWT HOW
SO00 YOUR ARMOR 15

HOW'S IT GOING 1 KEEP EXPECTING DISASTER, LIEUTENANT, CORPORALS ARE

D:OWM THERE, BUT AARDMAN'S DOING A SUPPASED TO BULLY PRIVATES

LIEUTEHANT? B000 JOB USING HIS SUIT J| | INTO DOING THE HEAVY LIFTING.
POWER FOR THE HEAWY /| | UNLESS THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE

e GOING ON, [T SOUNDS LIKE
THEY'RE ECTH FITTING IN WELL,

I'M WORRIES, SIR

CORPORAL CHISULO BULLIED

PRIVATE AARDNAN INTO | L J .

CATCHING BOXES, I'VE GOT o

A BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS. 4

ALSO, HAVE YOU CONSIDERED
THAT YOU'RE PARANOID?

PARANOIA IS THE WIND
BEMEATH MY WINGS, SIR
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PART |: WET FEET

IF YOU'RE FEELING PARANOID, IF Your WERE QUT TO GET YOou THERE ARE SO MANY YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED TO NUKE
LIEUTEMANT, THEN PUT IT TO AND: YOUR DUTY-TEAM, HOW POSSIBILITIES... T MEED | HORTHPORT “JUST TO BE SURE."
GOOD USE. THINK THEOUGH IT. WOULD YOU DO ITT LOQK FOR TO REQUISITION SOME

-~ | WEAKHESSES, FIND OUT WHERE ORPHAMCE, CAPTAIM.
YOUW'RE EXPOSED, AND THEH FIX
THE PROELEMS.

I'? MNEEC TO

MUKE A LOT MORE
M JUST NORTHPORT
TO REALLY BE SURE.

WA

HARROW THE SCOPE OF YOUR PARANOIA | | BUT IT'S SELF-COMNTAIMED. NO EXTERMAL FEEDS TO “YOU ARE THE WIND

JUST A BIT, OKAY? LET ME WORRY CUT, T INSPECTED IT, AND WE OWN THE SWITCH. 1 BENEATH MY WIlIINGS..."
AEQUT PERIMETER SECURITY. WHAT'S SUPPOSE T COWLDP HAVE MISSED MICROCHARSES,
THE BIGGEST THEEAT AFTER THATY LIKE A MAMOFILM OM THE GRAW BLS. SOMEOME

MISHT BE STANDING OFF WITH A DETONATOR,
WAITING FOR THE PERFECT MOMENT..

PROBABLY THE CATCHER IF IT FAILS,
WE'LL HAVE QUARTER-TON PACKASES
PLOWING THROWGH THE TEAM AT

ALMOST TWENTY METERS PER SECOND.
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LIEUTENANT SHORE PI°PIBALD HAS JUST |
THAEINED A WORST-CASE SCENARIC,

ANDY! STOP SENDING US |
PACKAGES! | NEED TO &
CHECK THE CATCHER.

THIS IS NOT UNUSLAL FOR HIM, HE IS
PARANOID, AFTER ALL, AND THATS
JUST ONE OF HIS FLAVORS OF (RAZY

JUST STOP PROPPING | POME, SIR YOU'VE 60T FIVE | S000. CHISULO, I PROBABLY JUST CRAZY, SEEZ THERE'S
STUFF, OKAYZ THIS'LL MORE INBOUND, THAT'S ALL. | AARPHAN! PICK ONE, NO PROBLEN, AND NOW TWO. IF
OMLY TAKE A MINUTE. ~1 THESE LAST FIVE, NOTHING'S WRONG, T'H SOING TO BE

b2

ANC THEN TAKE EMBARRZASSED. THIREE MOVE, AND THEN
A BREAK. WE'RE IN THE CLEAR..

NOW THAT HE'S AN OFFICER, HOWEVER, HE FEELS CBLIGED
TQ HEED HIS PARANGIA FROM TIME TO TIME ITS HIS JOB.

Woo-HoO!
1 WAS RIGHT!

/i

 m
MEANWHILE, ABOARD
THE TOUCH=-AND=-&0. ..

Sir, this cargo | ExacHy. They're unloading
shiFting operation | about Fuur-pu'rn'r-l-‘rm;:lu/

is inefTicient. | of cargo per minute.

&

uears, The supplies will
2 keep that long, but the
grunts might be a liHe bit
past their “sell-by” date.

HOW 507 1T LOOEED LIKE
PI'S TEAM WAS MOVING A
CRATE EVERY FOUR SECONDS,

The Eafonrun has
sixty million tons of
cargo fo be unloaded.
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PART |: WET FEET

PATCH ME BACK. THEOUGH CAPTAIN, 1 WAS RIGHT. SOMEOME WE'RE OFFLINE LINTIL I'VE I WANT “SPEED UP,” HE CALLS TO SAY
TO PL. WE REED TO SABOTASED THE CATCHER, ANP IT| | SOT MEW HARDWARE. DOMN'T | | “ALL STOP,” AND YOU SAY THIS 15
SPEED THIS UP. FIREC THREE CRATES THROUSH WORRY... I'LL BE CHECKING “SERENDIPITY?"

THE TEAM AT TWENTY METERS PER IT QUT THOROUGHLY... A

SECOND. MINOR INJURIES OMLY... COUPLE OF DAYS OF

PRAISE AMDREYASMN FOR SCAMMING, AT LEAST.

Humorous irony,

| dipity. Ha'
prendipity. He's sir. My mistake.

calling in now, =ir.

THE WHOLE THING 15 SCRAP. SEE HEREY THE OKAY, T BOW TO [ AND 1 GRACIOUSLY
ARMOR GOT TOO HOT, AND THE AMORPHOUS YOUR SUPERIOR APPLAUD YOUR
LAYERS STARTED TO CRYSTALLIZE. IT'S A
UNIEODY EXTEUSION... WE HAVE TO REPLACE
THE ENTIRE HULL AND ANMIE PLANT, EVEN
THOUGH THE CAN STILL FLIES.

ABCARD THE TOUCH-AND -0,
IN SUPPORT BAY TWOL

WO, THAT CAM BE PATCHED.
THE MAIN SUM IS SCRAP, BUT
THE REST OF IT IS JUST
SPIT ANG POLISH.

IT STILL FLIES. THE ANMIE- QOH, 1 JUST THOUGHT OF KEVYH, THE GRAV-CATCHER I BET I CAM TURN THIS TANK INTO A
PLANT SAFELY CRANKS OUT SOMETHING. WE FEED THIS UNDER 4 TOMELIN WAS LONGSHOREMAN WITH NO FABBER
SRAW AT EIGHTY PERCENT, EAEY INTO FAEEER ONE FOR SAEOTAGED. CAN YOU AND CYCLES AT ALL. JUST STUFF OFF
THERE'S SOT TO BE PARTS, AND WATCH HIM CHEW. | || ENSIGH VENTURA COOK UP A YOUR SHELVES.
SOMETHING WE CAN REPLACEMENT 7 SOMETHING
oo WITH IT, WITH HEAVY-DUTY GRAVY?

WO BET. OFF
MY SHELF, YOU
COULD TURH THIS TANK
INTCQ THE LONGSHOREMAN
OF THE APOCALYPSE.

Commentary: Today's strip marks eight years of daily Schlock Mercenary. The author is
pleased to mark the date with the infroduction of the term “Longshoreman of the Apoca-
lypse.” It bodes so very well for the future.
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CAMERAS, HMMM.,.. THEY OR I CAN LOOK AROUNC FOR GLUYS !

SOMEEODY TA
EEEY, SOMEEODY SABOTAGED YOU WANT ME TO WAkE A L] CAMERAS M USED WITH TRENCHCOATS AND SUNGLASSES

THE CATCHER IN DOCK ONE, WE
PERIMETER SWEEP, AND

THINK. THEY MAY HAVE NEEDED CAMERAS, TOO, TRYING TO HIDE BEHING FLATREADERS,
EYEBALLS IN PLACE, AND THEY SCAN FOR CAMERASZ

PROEABLY WANTED TO ADMIRE

YOU AGAIN. DIDN'T YEAH, MY BACK | THAT'S ANATOMICALLY
WE JUST GIVE YOU HURETS, I THIMK I | UNLIKELY. OPEN YOUR
EROKE A TOOTH | MOUTH.
WITH MY KIDMEY.

HEY POC. I THINK
I RUPTUIRED A KIDMEY
WITH MY FACE.

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART |: WET FEET

I THIMKE YOU WANT | | AAAND WE HAVE A EVERYBODY OUT
MEANWHILE, IN THE cHARYNIE TO TAKE A LEFT | | ROADPBLOCK. I HATE | OF THE TRUCK!
DISTRIET OF CREDCGHMAR.. BEING RIGHT,

-

— LOTS OF YOUNG MEN
LOITERING AROUND THAT
CORMER.. DOESN'T LOOK OO0,

MOVE THE PLMPSTER, MO, YOU'RE CRECOMAR WAS FOUMPED OM PRIMCIPLES | | WELL, THAT'S WORMDERFLL MEWS. YOU

MISTER. WE'RE DELIVERING PELIVERING IT OF PEMOCEACY. MY FRIENDS AND T JUST | | ANC YOUR CONSTITUENCY MAY

THIS TO THE MAKYRA RIGHT HERE. HELD A CAUCUS, AND IT WAS LINANIMOUS. | | PROCEED WITH YOUR RALLY.

OUTLET CENTER YOUR MEW AUTHORIZED' DELIVERY
4 POINT IS THIS CORMER.

O0PS. VETO. 1 THINK YOU'RE
SOINS TO NEER TO CONME LP
WITH A BISGER LESISLATURE.

<

“Hﬂ3

ELF, THE QUTLET CALLED TO SAY TELL 'EM WE'LL BE THERE
TOU'EE LATE, AND THEY'EE IM ABOUT FIVE, MAYEE
WORRIED. THERE'S SOME TEN MIMUTES.
SORT OF MAJOE EIOT A

FEW BLOCKS AWAY,

OH, THAT. 1 THINK

THAT'S JUST PEOPLE

RUMMING FOR THEIR LIVES

AS THE SOPDESS OF WAR LEADS

HER CHARIOTEER TO THE DROP POINT.
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Poor aphorism choice, sir. At
the moment, e are in I‘hn}-‘

middle.
“EUEN THE CANDLE
AT EOTH ENDSZ"

Captain, we have on ed ur! t I've added data From | | COMPETING INTERESTS? THAT'S
h?;n engaged by hug;l?h: Commander Foxworthy's | | FINE. FIGURE GUT A WAY TO PLAY
Five times in as = delivery run to my strategic | |THE ENDS AGAINST THE MIDDLE,
many hours. ﬁ and tactical analysis,
and it is skarting
. to look ugly.

o -
Better, but
we are shll

Assuming marginal
competence on the
parts of those impeding
our efforts, I estimate at least
six Factions with compehlng interosks.

IT'S NOT THE SERGEANT'S | You were supposed to J I'M SAVING THAT EXCUSE IN
MEANWHILE, BAck || CAPTAIN, WE FOUND Al cau T, THOUGH, THAT THING| say the tap committed CASE WE MINGLE WITH

TAP IN THE POCK OME ., -
ATNORTHPORT.. SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM. Wﬁiﬂgﬂﬁggﬁ%Ta suicide when it saw THE CIVILIANS ASAIM.

“WE CAN'T RUN A TRACE. TT BURNT
ITSELF OUT WHEN SCHLOCK RIPPED
THE COVER OFF OF THE CABINET.

ENMESEY, THUEL... WE NEED

OH, SURE. WE'LL JUST HACK
BETTER INTEL.

O 1N REMOTELY. NO MNEER
TO WORRY ABOUT PROTOCOL
ORIFT OR SYNTAX DIALECTS,
LET ALOME SECURITY LAYERS.

1 HEED YOU TWO TO HACK INTO
THE CEEDOMARE NET AND
SHIFF ARQUND A BIT.

I'm in. Do you want ma
ho plant a virus?

Don't Feel bad, Thurl. Besides, these Credomar fcewalls | Fortunately, I'm 1 JUST GOT A TEXT PING FROM
I live and breathe to have more holes than @ colander | very, very good | EFRIM IN SOUTHPORT. "PEEK-A-
migrate and executo BOO, | SEE YOU, -

store. They've been hacked =so at what I do.
code behueen many himes my biggest hurdle was \\r_/‘
getting in without the rest of the

b, intruders seeing ma.
. u a _j_.-/

Ah, I see my plan
For identifying the
other intruders has
already borne Fruit.
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Captain, overybody else has || IF we want good intel, _EEAT T OI..IT Okay, you are old-Fashioned. I was |
Finhilr[% nm;u—cun:. and maube a f
ow nodas. -

already hacked in here. Any | | we're going ho need Ho
useful inFormation is either get it the ald

common knowledge, or Fashioned way.
completely suspect.
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1T LOOKS 600D, DO
YOU DARE POWER IT UP,
THOUGH?

THE PROGRAMMING |5
SOUND. TWENTY MILLION

ITERATIONS IN SIM, HO. HE'S BIG
NO BUGS, NO QUIRKS. OUR AS HOUSES,
NEW FRIEMD

LOTA 15 SAFE
AS HOUSES, i

OKAY, LETS HAWL LOTA NOT BEFORE WE EVERYTHIMNG | | IN SIM, YES. WE NEED LIVE THAT JLST MEANS ] I'LL PUT "CREATE
POWN TO THE DOCK FUN SOME LIVE [ CHECKED OUT | | TESTS. REALITY DIFFERS YOUR SIMULATION INDISTINGUISHAELY
AND PUT HIM TO WORK. ALREADY, | | FROM SIMULATION, G000 ﬁ PERE&L&E‘[U&E
cr.}m NDE f l R | TOMORROW'S

TASK LIST.
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PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

K.EWYN, 1 HEED YOU TO FAE
SOME SURVEILLANCE GEAR
FORE U5,

WE'RE HUETING FOR
LACK. OF INTELLIGEMCE.
1 WANT HANNY-CAMS AND
YDA HODES SPREAD

THROUGHOUT THE HABITAT.

TESTS ON OURE ROEOT
LONGSHOREMAN, CAPTAIN,
HE CHECK.S OUT IN 5IM,
EUT HE WON'T EE READY
FOR PEIME-TIME FOR
AMOTHEE SIX TO
EIGHT HOURS.

'WE NEED TO RUN SOME FIELD

I HEED THAT SURVEILLANCE WHEN HE SAID “HURTING FOR LACK, OF
GEAR YESTERDAY, KEVYH, ~ \, INTELLIGENCE" 1 DIDN'T REALIZE JUST
SEND THE ROEQT DOWHN HOW LITERALLY HE WANTED
A5-15, AND GET FAEBING. i TO FEEL THE PAIN.

COMMANDER, IF IT MAKES
YOU FEEL BETTER, I'LL TAKE
LOTA TO THE DOCK AND
SLUPERVISE. .

- THAT WAY YOu

CAM START OMW THE
SURVEILLANCE SEAR
WITHOUT ME LUNDPERFOOT.

DEFRECATORY OF YOLI.

UNDERFOOT? REALLY? THAT'S | I CAN OHLY CONCLUDE THAT YOu
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY SELF-

LIELTEMANT PIBALD 15 IN
CHARGSE ON THE DOCKS.
LOWLY, MAIVE EMSIGN #c)
WOR'T BE WUMSUPERVISED,
COMMANDER.

I CHECKER THE CUTY ROSTER. I YES, BUT PI1 15 A FRESHLY

MINTED LIEUTENANT, AHND
TEKRDS TO BE EVERY BIT
A5 IERATIONAL AS HIS
HUMERICAL HAMESAKE.

TOU HAVE NOT

WOULD LIKE NHOTHING MORE THAN WHAT'S THE WORKED HERE
TO TAKE YOUR NEW TOY ROBOT QUT | LONG ENOUGH TO
FOE A SPIN WITHOUT A COMMANDING BE ALLOWED TO FINISH
OFFICER LOOKING OVER THAT SENTEMNCE.

YOUR SHOULDER.

50.. HE DRAWS NO, BUT IF YOU PUSH HIS BUTTONS JJ THIS FIELD TEST
CIRCLES REALLY JUST RIGHT, HE'LL RUN AROUND IN J{ 1S STARTING TO

WELL, AMD MEVER CIRCLES REPEATEDLY. — % SOUND LIKE A
. T LOT OF FUM.

REPEATS HIMSELFZ

SUPERVISED, AND* THEM SAY
THAT THE LIEUTEMANT IN

CHARGE ISN'T SUPER
EMOUWGSH FOR WSING,

COMMANDER, YOU CAN'T IT MAKES YOU SOUND LIKE
HAVE IT BOTH WAYS. YOU AN ANXIOUS PARENT. 1 THINK
CAN'T REGUIRE ME TO BE THAT MEANS YOU ACTUALLY
LIKE ME HOW.

OKAY, ENSIGH, TAKE THE LONGEHOREMAN OF |
THE APOCALYPSE TO DOCK OHE AND
CONDUCT FIELD TESTS, LIEUTENANT
PIEALD WILL SUPERVISE.

YOU TWEAK LIKE AN
ANNIOUS PARENT, TOO.
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PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

SHE JUST SHOWED WP | | AM T SUPPOSER TO PROTECT HER
WHAT'S THE.. | | FROM HER SIANT ROBOT IF THE

 FIELD TESTS 60 ‘Sll'.'."l.‘lTH2
EECME I THINK I mAY
NEED BIGGER SUNS.
ﬁ]f _"‘l

NO PROBLEM,
KEWM. IT LOOKS
S000 HERE, BUT
WE'LL 5TAY SHARP.

EBEY, ENSIGH VENTLUIRA IS GOING
TO EE FIELD-TESTING HEW

GEAR ON THE DOCK. CAN YOU
MAKE EXTRA SURE OF THAT
PEEIMETER FOR ME%

Bring me a multi-cannen
and a hull=cutter. 've
get Chis,

LE

N T
ABOARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIFP TOUCH-AND-&..

AND T'M SAYING MAYBE SHE'S NOT || I AM NO MERE SOLDIER 1 AM
IGNORANT, SHE'S A MERCENARY, A WARRIOR WITH SENERATIONS
YOU KNOW. TO A SOLDIER, HER OF HOMOR TO UPHOLD.
SUSSESTION MAKES PERFECT SEMSE.

LOOK, ALL T'M SAYIMNG IS A

COCTOR SHOULDW'T BE
IGMORAMNT, SHE'S MICE, BUT
SHE SHOLLD HAVE KNOWN.

]

WHAT IF SHE'D SUSGESTED MAYBE SIVING YOU
ANOTHER SET OF HANDSZ NO ELEPHANT OF
LINEAGE HAS THOSE. :

N ELEPHANT OF LINEAGE
WOULD ALLOW HIS TUSKS TO
BE “IMPROVED” WITH DIANMOND
LAMIMATE, AND NE“I“TI':.EIR

LL .

I THOUSHT YO WERE A
TUBE-CALF. NO PARENTS,
AND ALL THAT,

© MY POINT PRECISELY.
HOMOR AND TRADITION
ARE MY PAREMTS.

. 1 COULD BARELY
COMSENT TO HAVING MY
SACRED IVORY RE-GROWN,
THE POCTOR SHOULD NEVER
HAVE SUGGESTED MAKING
CHAMBES DURING THAT PROCESS.

MY HANDS ARE
OMPLETELY DIFFERENT.
AM A MEOPHANT, AND
THIS 15 MY NEW HERITAGE.

YOUW'RE NOT A MECOPHANT. YOU'RE YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW SO IT ALMOST WORKED,
A HIPPO-CRITE=A=-POTAMLI. CLOSE YOU JUST CAME TO THEM. GOO0D TO KHNOW,
fing comen -
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PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

Ebby, we got company MEVER MIND. IT'S MY

coming. Locks fike a sut JOB ANYWAY. MaHbT}FW:ﬁ;

with a side-order of [ could tell me
7 what 'diploematic’

Feels [ike.

“LIEUTEHANT.” AN ANCIENT TEREM | WHICH I35 TO SAY, YOU'RE [ THAT MIGHT BE WHAT THE WORD LSER
WHOSE ORIGINAL MEANING WAS | HOT IN CHARGE, BUT YOU TO MEAN, RIGHT MOW, THOUGH,
“ONE WHO STANDS IN PLACE OF ] MIGHT KHOW WHO 15, "LIELTEMNAMT® MEAMS T SET
SOMEQONE ELSE.” THE "TEMANT TO PECIPE WHO SERGEANT
IM LIEL OF THE MASTER." — SCHLOCK SHOOTS

1 HEED TO SPEAK
TO WHOMEVER 15

WOULD YOUR COMMANDER
FOXWORTHY BE THE SAME
FLAXEH-HAIRED TERMAGANT
INCITING PANIC [N THE
STREETS OF PEACEFUL
CHARTHIAR

OH I HOPE 50. T'LL BE REALLY
PISAPPOINTED IF THAT TWRNS OUT
TO HAVE BEEM SOMEBODY ELSE'S
FLAXEM=HAIRED TERMASANT.

TO THE @UICK, THEN, ARE YOU IH Jf NO, YOU'LL BE WANTING
CHARGE OF THE DISTRIBEUTION COMMANDER FOXWORTHY
OF THE G0O0DS BEING FOR THAT. SHE'S OM A
UNLOADED HERE? - PELIVERY RUM I?iIJ%]'wﬂ'

O IT'S NOT

2 e Neo, it's really sericus. IE
I :

means m supposed Lo
call the Caplain.

- w =

_—
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PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

RIGHT. ENNESEY, PATCH ME
INTO EEEIRNOTH'S HELMET.
1 WANT TO HEAE THIS,

Cae::aln, Ebby is arguing
wikh soeme guy in a suil,
who has a8 couple of
bodyguards. He pushed
the parnic butten,

teold me o

call you.

POLITICAL INCIDENT!

« ABQVE YOUR PAY-GRADE, SERGEANT, GO AHEAD AND GOOEER
LIEL/TENANT. CONTINUED THE BODYSUARDS. A POLITICAL
OESTINACY MAY RESULT IN A INCIDERT SOUNDS LIKE FUN,

CONSRATULATIONS. YOU'VE BEEN TAKEN
SERIOLISLY. THE CAPTAIN WILL SEE YOU NOW.

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

1

AFTER A QUICK

WELCOME ABOARD THE %= EXCUSE ME?
TOUCH-AND-60.,

IT IS BOTH RUDE AND PRESUMPTIVE TO
KIDNAP SOMEONE, AND THEM CLAIM
TO WELCOME THEM TO THEIR F‘RIS-CEN_‘

OH. SORRY. LET ME TEY AGAIN...
. o

—

ATTACHED TO A SHUTTLE.
i

YOU'RE ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-G0, WHERE YOU WILL BE
ERIEFLY INTERROGATED. FOLLOWING INTEEROGATION, | WILL DECIDE WHICH
AIRLOCK TO SEND YOU THROUGH. FORTUNATELY, ONE OF THEM 15 STILL

YOU MAY HOW
EEGIN HOPING
FOR THE BEST.

YOU CANNOT RO
THIS TO KE.

OKAY. YOU CANNOT
EXPECT TO GET AWAY
WITH POING THIS TO

T DON'T, THAT WAS GOING

TO BE MY FIEST
QUESTION, ONCE WE
GOT PAST THE
SMALL TALK.

YOU CONSENT TO BE
INTERVIEWED, THEM?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

SURE. I'LL HAVE TAG RECORD
US, AN SEND YOU A COPRY.

—

FRAMKE HANMIBAL,
ANCHOR CHIEF,
CHN MEWS.

THAT EXPLAINS ALL THE RECOEDING GEAR EMEEDDED IN
J THE COAT WE CONFISCATED.

I'LL NEED
, THAT BACK.

AND INCIMERATED.

THIS INTERVIEW IS
HOT GOING TO f
REFLECT WELL |
O YOUu,

['M AFRAID | MUST INSIST THAT
WE HOT USE YOUR EQUIPMENT.
IT WOULD COMPROMISE MY
JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY.

WHAT DOES A GAME OF *CHOOSE YOUR AIRLOCK”
DO TO YOUR JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY?

—

THAT DEPENDS
ON WHETHEE I'M
EECORDING IT WITH
MY OWH EQUIPMENT.




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

WHAT IF HE'S A 5PY7 I'M
PRETTY SUEE HE WANTS
TO SPY QN US,

Captain, may I SURE. I'LL BE BACK. | | Frank Hannibal is legit.YAlso, you should know
have a word I“““GHH'“E"T. He's a big name in that histarically, it
with you? Its MISTER HANNIEAL. 1 1 |geal madia. goes poorly For
urgent. - N people who
\ abduct and kill
S joOurnalists.

IF we stark Killing
A journalists For
f spuying on people,
4 I think we'll have
S\ to Kill aff of Hhom,

Captain, the moment you have a But journalists are not WHAT IF THE GEMERAL | | IFa shill a bad idea o
secret you don't want to get out, )| spies For the enemy. PUBLIC IS THE ENEMY? | | start killing their spies.

any journalist who snilTs They're spies For the r

after it is a spu. general public,

IT WOULD PROBAELY LOOK FUNNY IF
WE DUCT-TAPED MY MOUTH SHUT
FOR THIS INTEEVIEW, RIGHT? i

Uoy also need
to not say
anything stupid.

Captain, we want the public o like us.
There are huenty-sight milion people |
on Credomar. Even with -
Force-multipliers,

we're outnumbered.

We alroady
e need some kidnapped Hannibal. I'm
positive press, ﬂl‘l going ho go out on a limb
Hannibal can get it For J and say "no duct tape”

us... iF you're nice bo him. | TACTICS, | CAN EE HICE. regardless of who iF's on.

SERGEANT, THE CAPTAIN -JUST
CALLED. WE MEED TO LET LITTLE RECORDI R
SOONS GO THEN WE WILL SHUTTLE THEM
OVER_TO THE TOWCH-AND-
SO FOR AN INTERVIEW.

ScHLock MERZENARY



PART Il: ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

| did a Fawvor.
"]"hal:l'ﬁ:‘ oF
had started

SERGEANT SCHLOCK
ESCORTS THE NEWS-
SOONS BACK T THE
TOLH-AND -5

LIKE YOu ™
‘CHECKELDX MYy
LUMNCH-BOX2

. IT WASH'T MaYo, IT
WAS HUITLACOCHE-
FLAVORED NATTO.

Me wender Ehe LUN.S. has us

cending Feed be you pecple.
‘Yeou've been ot of mayonnaise
For so long ib's made you crazy,

WHAT CLALIFTES ME?

I'M BEING PAID TO DO THE
JOE, 50 I'LL GET 1T DONE.

5o, Captain Tagon... what
gualifies ywou and wour
liny company fo ovarses
distribution of Food o
huenhy-sight million
peopla?

AND | DON'T SEE
HOW “TWENTY-EIGHT
MILLION® PEQPLE CHANGE THAT.
ARE WE OUTHUMBERED® FIME THAT'S
WHAT FORCE-MULTIPLICATION 15 FOR.

“Force mulkiplication™" MATH WHAT? ARE YOU FORCE MULTIPLIERS ARE THINGS LIKE A SOLDIER'S THERE MAY BE TWENTY-EIGHT
Is that like “math PLAYING A STUPID WEAPONS, OR A GOOD SUPPLY LINE. YOU KNOW, THE MILLION PECPLE HERE, BUT
under durgss?” PERSON? | STUFF THAT LETS ONE SOLDIER TAKE ON THREE, TEN, OR WE'RE THE OMES WITH THE

EVEN TEN THOUSAND TIMES HIS NUMEER [N POWER ARMOR, THE TANKS,
LESSER-EQUIPPED ENEMIES. AND THE WARSHIP.

CIVIL WAR WOULD BE
EETTERE THAN ALL
THIS TALKING.

Because no amount of
mere grackice is going
ta keep you From

sauing something that
embroils us in a
civil war.

Okay.. I'm glad we had this
litHe rehearsal. There's no
need to bother with more
practice gqueskions.

Oh, ues. Save Ffhat
gem of a sound bite For
the interview. You'll be Famous.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

DON'T YOU HAVE TO BE PITHY

N
AND CLEVER FOE A SOUNDEITE?

[ Hat i€ their

Uoy might say “Protesters
were out in Force, but my
men used restraint, and no
civilians were injured.”

editor is |
any good.

What actually airs might be
My men used Lorce, and
chvilians were infured.”

OF course, they won't need
to chop your sentences up
that much to incriminate us.
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO

KILL THAT ANCHORMAN,
IS1T%

IF THEY'RE JUST GOING TO
TWIST EVERYTHING 1 SAY,
WHY ARE WE DOING
THIS INTERVIEW®

Because mauybe, just maube you can
get this Hannibal guy to like you. IF the
press likes you, then they wse the good
soundbites, they don't Fake you out of

context, and they use the good pictures.

to
right
Moase
attention ho

WAIT, THE “GOOD PICTURES?"
I LOOK ALRIGHMT, DON'T 17

b They just have

THAT'S ME? | LOQK

A MOUTHFUL OF
STURIDITY.

capture the
millisecond.
direct your
the display.

LIKE I'M GAGGING ON

And again with the
soundbite. You're not
vary good at this.

OKAY, | TAKE BACE. WHAT I SAID
EAELIEE. [ DON'T THINK 1 CAN DO
THIS INTERVIEW.

Sure you can.
We'll just use tha
Bergerac Solution.
'l tell you what fo

s8y via an earpiece.

OH, GREAT, A SITCOM SOLUTION,
THESE THINGS NEVEE END WELL.
I'LL MISUNDERSTAND YOU, AND
THEN I'LL SFOUT OFFENSIVE
HOMSENSE,

We =kl have huenty minubes
to get ready. IF we lot the
doctor pul a bap on your
brainstem, I can put the
words right in your mouth.

SO HOW IT'S A SCIENCE-
FICTION SITCOM.

IF | FUT THAT
SHOE OHN I'LL GET
CANCELED BEFORE
EPISODE FOUR AIRS.

S their guns, and then

Hey, Captain | searched 'em For
The mr?'e SERGEANT. | weapons, '!I;heq had e
are here a couple of slug-
y're setting Ehrowers and some JusT

o the Food, swallowed

we had 3 nice,

“LONG TALKZ" YOU DIDN'T
REOUGH THEM UP, DID YOUR

ALLOWED TO DO THAT.

RE REPORTERS, AND |
LEARNED WE'RE HOT

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

SOREY WE'RE LATE, 1 HAP TO
BRIEE THEIR PILOT TO CIRCLE
A FEW EXTRA TIMES ON THE

WE'RE HERE, MISTER HAMMIBAL. | SIGHTSEEING ON THE

COMPANY DIME
AGAIN, LOUZ

ITS IN THE JOB PESCRIPTION.
BESIDES, WE HAD A MNICE CHAT
WITH “SERGEANT SCHLOCK.”
IR YOU KNOW THAT HE IS A
“CARBOSILICATE AMORFPHZ"

SPEAKING OF JOB PESCRIPTIONS,

THE SERGEANT REALLY LOVES His J~ TELL ME

I &OT HIMt TO MAKE

HIS “THIS IS HOW I
}m}‘}ngEw

THAMKS, MISTER
HANMIEAL, T TRY.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

WITH THIS “SERGEANT SCHLOCK"®
INTERVIEW IN THE CAN WE DON'T
HEED TQ SMEAR THEIR CAPTAIN.
I CAH THEOW SOFTEALLS AND
TAKE IT EASY THE WHOLE TIME!

THAT'S GO0, "CAUSE HE'S
MUMBLING TO HIMSELF LIKE
HE MISHT BE TRYING TO
PULL A BERSERAL.

THEM AGAIN, QUTSIDERS DON'T PLAY
EALL KEAL WELL IN THE LOCAL SPIN.

I'LL MAKE SURE

TO GET LOTS OF

CROOPY-EYELIC
SHOTS,

i r

—

—_—
= -
Ll

-




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

I'M FRANK. HANNIEAL WITH C.HM., AND I'M CURRENTLY AEQARD THE THE UN.5. 15 PAYING U5 TO
MEECEMARY WARSHIP TOLICH-AND-G0 ENJOYING A SPECTACULAR BE HERE. WE ESCORTED A
VIEW OF CREDOMAR. JOINING ME 15 THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN, KAFF ElG SHIPMENT OF RELIEF
TAGON, SENIOE COMMANDING SUPPLIES, MOSTLY FOOD,
OFFICER FOR THIS AND WE'RE SUPPOSED TO
COMPANY OF SOLDIERS. OVERSEE DELIVERY AND
DISTRIEUTION.

READY FOE YOUR
INTERVIEW,
CAPTAIN?

TOU HEARD ME. ANSWER THE QUESTION: WHO DO
TOU WANT U5 TO DELIVERE THESE SUPPLIES TO?

HOW DO YOoU DECIDE TO
WHOM TO DELIVER?

JOURHALISTS DON'T EAT? COME ON, YOU
HAVE TO HAVE A POSITION ON YOUR MEXT
MEAL, WHEERE 15 IT GOING TO COME
FEOME WHO DO YOU
THINK WILL STARVE
FIRST IF | AEANDON
ALL THESE SUPPLIES
OH THE DOCK?

YEAH, BUT YOU KNOW MORE THAN |
DO, IF [ ASK THE QUESTIONS
I CAN FIX THAT.

CAPTAIN, I'M A JOURNALIST,
HOT & POLITICIAN. 1 DON'T

HAVE A POSITION IN -
THE MATTEE.

CAPTAIN, I'M
SUPPOSED TO BE
INTERVIEWING
ol

P T

1

MEAMNWHILE, BACK AT
MNORTHPORT DOCK ONE..

HOW 15 1T SOING,
LOTAZ

Pl, CAN YOU SET THE SUYS UP | CHISULO! ANDY! DRINKS OH, WOW, IT*S LIKE A
EROWM, PIXELATED
WATERFALL.

LOTZ THEY PONT
LISTEN TO ME.

JUST SO YO
KNOW, THOSE PRINKS
WILL BE OW YOI, NOT OM
ME. I'M CRAZY, NOT ECCENTRIC.

o This is inefFicient,
Fi[ mistress. Lota needs
( '\ more boxes at once.

THEY -JUST MEED
THE RIGHT MOTIVATION,

ScrLock MEBZENARY




WHAT MAKES

YOU THINKE
THAT ROBOT
I5 A "HEZ®

WELL... I WAS SOING
TO SAY "BECAUSE HE'S
REALLY BlS AND

STRONG," BUT THAT'S
HOT THE RIGHT
AMSWER, I5 IT2

HOW'S HE POING DOWN
THERE, ELIZABETHZ

THE ROBOT 15 ROING FINE, ANCY. HE CAUGHT AND STACKED
THAT WHOLE BATCH IN LESS THAN TEN SECOMDS, DIDN'T MISS
A SINGLE BOX, AND MEVER ONCE COMMENTED ABOUT THE

SEXISHM INHEREMWT IMN HIS WORKFLACE.

HOW MANY BOXES I PIPH'T COUMT. T WAS | | MOST OF THESE BUMPLES
WERE IN THAT TOO BUSY PUSHING THEM | | ARE ABOUT TEM BOXES
BUMNDOLE WE OVER THE EDSE AFTER | | LONG OM EACH SIDE.

CUMPEDE YOU CUT THE STRAPS. | | THAT'S A THOWSAMND.

T

o
2 ," S0, YEAH WE DROPPED
i TWO-HUMPRED AND FIFTY
TONS OF CARGO ON THAT
ROBOT, ANDP IT CAUGHT IT ALL.

I HOPE WE DIDPN'T MAKE IT ANGRY. T DON'T
THIMNK WE'D LIKE IT WHEM IT'S AMGRY.

WHAT'S THE | MO HOLDWR, JUST | | T HAR A GUESTION, THOUGEH. Lota is hoo large
GUEMING WP THE | | O WE CALL LOTA HERE A For your puny
MEXT BUNDLES FOR | | "HE* OR A “SHE" WE, LIMM.., pronouns

- CROPEIMNG. | | CON'T WANT TO OFFEND. -

&)

y

“IF i=s & puny
pronoun.

¥?;%&iﬁm?%g;laﬂﬂE “TR"I" Lola promises nob ho shool
Friends with cannons.

WITH BOXES" THING? HE. Puny Cannons are For warCaro,

[FT, I |:|r|:|I1I]L|n!I-... hl:ll' rl]r gﬂmﬂﬁ

SORRY.. LOTA HAS TWIN on the dock.
CANNONS ON EACH SHOWLDER -

(% ' ITS FINE, CORPORAL.
’ BOTH LOTA AND 1 WANT
e k= | TO KNOW HOW MUCH CARGO

N LOTA CAN SHIFT AT OMNCE.

WELL, 5000.| Lola does want to heal up cannons,
S00P LOTA| though, Maybe iF perimeter heam

1 FEEL A LOT ; : a
BETTER NOW. accidontally lets hostiles through?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

READYZ THREE BUNDLES THIS CHISULO, WATCH THAT ELEOW, OKAY, I PIP KNOCK THE GUESTION: WHAT 5000 ARE
TIME! THAT'S SEVEN HUNDRED I ALMOST KNOCKED THE SLINGER OUT OF LINE. LOOK FHEE DRINKS FROM THE

ANDP FIFTY TONS! THREE SLINGER QUT OF LINE. OUT BELOW! LIEUTEMANT IF THE CAPTAIN
THOWSANED CRATES! TAKES COLLATERAL PAMAGE
OUT OF OUR PAYZ

ITS STILL OMLY

A STREAM OF CARGO. a
THE ROBOT JUST HAS TO

WORK LONGER, NOT FASTER |

ScHLock MERZENARY



MEANWHILE, ABCQARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIFP TOUEH-AND-&0. ..

CEPEND OH FOODLORDS
AND THE TRAMSIT UNIONS.

EUSINESS, AND» THEN TOOK THEIR
FACILITIES...

WHAT AEQUT THE AGRIPOMI-
WHATSITS YOU MENTIONED? DIDN'T

THEY MAKE FRESH FOOD? WHY
AREN'T THEY MORE POWERFUL?

THE UHION OF AGRIPONICULTURISTS
THE INFRACRATS | | was DISSOLVED EY INFRACRAT FIAT
STILL HOLD | | FoR PRICE-FIKING. WHEN THE UK.
STATIONWALST, | | sTARTED SHIPPING FOOD IN THREE
BUT THEY ALSO STILL | | yEARS AGO), THE PORTLORDS PUT
THEM THE REST OF THE WAY OUT OF

4 J Lﬁ,.___

WHICH HO
LONGER SEE USE,
BECALISE THE I.I.H.S.
DELIVERIES HAVE A
MUCH, MUCH BETTER
PROFIT MAEGIH,

30 THE FREE FOOD WE'RE
DELIVERING 15 ACTUALLY THE
PROELEM?

IT'S HOT THAT SIMPLE. THE SEPARATISTS INSIST
THAT IT 15, EUT THE SYSTEM WAS EROKEN LONG
EEFORE CREDOMAR BECAME A CHARITY
CASE FOR SOL.

I'VE TOLD YOU EVERYTHING | KNOW AEQUT
CREDOMAR POLITICS.

AND SPEAKING OF CHARITY CASES, | THINKE THIS
INTERROGATION HAS GONE ON LONG ENQUGH.

EDUCATING YOU HAS BEEN
TIRESOME. | NEED TO GET
EACK TO REPORTING THE

HEW 5.

"HOPEFULLY NOTHING INTERESTING
HAS HAPPENED BACK ON THE DOCKS
WHILE YOU'VE HELD ME CAPTIVE
HERE OM YOUR SHIP."

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

S el Lota is smarter than an
yone | | The hwo bumans with Lota Lota must maka the humans
| vorrrrorT, pock one. |- T | | basides Mistress Usntura are not predictable. Boxes predictabla. Oh, look. Lota
Lot i ing b ) thinks. Lota has already Loka Fails to arrest may has cannons that Lota has
Thi: ﬂ,::ljiﬂnz?;p EEHmI:TL: computed all three thousand || injure them. been hoping to use all day.
arranged. and hwenty one infaracting 1
ballistic trajectories. The o
S ‘E o boxes are predictable o
Dﬂ o 4 ‘D
o
L |
[ I
(1 I

Thank you. Your position

Mistress! Leutenant Stand
! is now predictable.

on the blast-mark, and
embrace HghHy! =

WHAT... WHAT JUST THIS WSEC TO BE THE COCKFPIT - YOUR ROBOT SAT ON WS

HAPPENED, ENSIGNZ OF 'CHELLE'S TANK. IT'S ANDP STUFFED WS WP HIS
—— WHERE LOTA I% PROGRAMMED
| g TO SHOVE ME IN CASE
SHOOTING STARTS.

Puny pronouns.
These are nob “his.” These
are [OTAS pink bowels.

Mistress and the
Lisutenant are
now safe.

Spread of Falling boxes g Lota shall how juggle seven hundred
must be adjusted prior and FiFty hons of cargo using

la arrival at the dock. Lota's military-grade
gravitics while

ﬂ- . " :..-_.21

Porhaps someday Lota will

il Find something challenging to do.

ScrLock MEBZENARY

Lota musk
now minimize
damage o cargo. k




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

WHAAAZ THE ROBOT JusT SAT B” aNp Now | [ Ease ur, anDy. THERE'RE | [THE ROBOT ATE THEM WITH IT5 BUTT
ON Pl AND VENTURA! ITS COMING MO BODIES, AND NO AND YOU THINK THEY'RE OKAYZ
THIS WAY! STAINS ON THE DECK, 1

THINE THEY'RE OKAY.

I'D 5AY *I SUPPOSE 50.°
BUT “SUPPOSE® IS KINC OF A
SCARY VERE IN THIS CONTEXT.

I'M STILL A LITTLE
UNCOMFORTABLE WITH
THE WAY LOTA LSED
THOSE CANMOMS

Errant box was too Far out of
Formation. Lota Aad to use

cannon to prevent damage ho
equipment on deck.

Exploding rounds
. minimized debris. Mo
cleanup. Also, very satisFuing.

ONE BOX OUT OF THREE
THOUSAMDZ AMD IT JUST HAPPENED
TO CONTAIN FLAMMABLE COOKING OIL2

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE £7



PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

HOT BAD FOR THE FIEST Actually, we did FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS CONVERSATION, THAT
STAFF MEETING IN PROGRESS DAY, EVERYBODY. WEGOT | kil that gunner ENEMY COMEATANT 1S A NOEODY.
SHOT AT, AIMED AT, LIED in Southport
TO, SAEOTAGED, MOEEED, ; e
AND: INTERVIEWED, BUT e — "
HOBODY GOT KILLED. o2 J

MASSEY, YOU'RE IN I'M AH ATTORMEY,
YOU'RE EQTH BEING

ROTATED OUT. ERAD, COMMAND HERE. - HOT A WARSHIP
‘CHELLE, AND MASSEY ARE
WATCH OFFICERS FOR THE
HIGHT SHIFT. BRAD'S GOT
CARGO AND ‘CHELLE'S
G0OT PERIMETER.

_AND ON DOCK ONE, NORTHPORT, IN CREDOMAR.

CAPTAIM, MY TEAM IS READY TO S50
OFF-SHIFT. WE'VE BEEN WATCHING THIS
PERIMETER ALL DAY,

= WHINE SOME MORE, EBEY.
MY TEAM'S ACTUALLY BEEM
BREAKING A SWEAT MOVING CARSO.

EIGHT, DON'T TOUCH ANYTHING. | | THOSE OF YOU GOING OFF-5HIFT CAN WAIT... EEEY, IF SCHLOCK, WHEN YOU S&Y "BESIDES," DO
START LOOKING AT ALL THE ] | SHUTTLE BACK HERE, OF WANDER THE <+ GOES OUT MAKE SUIRE HE'S YOU MEAN "IN ARITION TO," OR
LEGAL-SMEAGOL STUFF HERE =STATION. IF YOU GO OUT, BE SURE TO CAREYING SOMETHING "INSTEAD OF2° BECAUSE ONE OF

ON CEEDOMAE. ENMESEY WILL EUDDY UP AND STAY IN TOUCH. AND EESIDES THOSE TWO
WAKE ME UP IF ANYTHING GOES DO NOT GO UNAEMED. PLASMA CANNONS.

SERIOUSLY WREONG, AND TAG
CAN ENGAGE ANY IMMEDIATE

THOSE IS A REALLY HARD SELL.

IT CAME TO ME ALL AT
OMCE WHEN LOTA CRAMMED
PARA AND NE UP INTO
LOTA'S BOWEL COCOON

. FOR SAFE KEEPIMG.

o

;-“"’ » q“ Q{'

i

THIS IS LOTA. DON'T REFER do Y
TO LOTA USING PRONOUNS, 4
n\=

BECAUSE THEY ARE TOO PUNY
_—
: =

FOR LOTA. ALSO, PON'T GET
ScrLock MEBZENARY

W7 CONFUSED WHEN LOTA REFERS TO
LOTA IN THE FIRST-PERSON PROPER




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

YO PON'T NEEDR TO |

WORRY ABOUT LOTA. | ’-ﬁ .
JUST WSE THE CRAMES X
ABOARD EATONRUN k J
TO THROW CARGSO, K .
CARE OF I

LOTA IS STROMS, FAST, Mistress should nok THE OMLY GHIIRKZ P
AMND LOYAL. THE THIMG have ho crane her REALLYZ
neck so much.

WITH PRONOUNS IS THE
ONLY GUIRK WE'VE  f
UNCOVERELD.

I THIS ISN'T A
 QUIRK. I PUT IT
\ IN ON PURPOSE.

S0, SERGEANT.. WHAT O SEE THE SM3HTS HEREZ HEADR GHAB YOUR PLASGUNS OUWT OF THE
YOU WANT TO DO NOW BACK TO THE TOUCH- LOCK-BOX AND HEAT SOMETHING UP2
THAT WE'RE OFF-SHIFTZ AND-602 —
M
WHY meg WEMHEADEI#IETG THEY GM‘EJEE{;GDMETELT THINGS HERE STILL SEEM
TOWM SHAE A Bl OUT OF Fi . THEY SAY TO BE FAIRLY CIMILIZED,
10 EAT2 1, e— | Trar cmwizanion s Never J | ererore THere is sTiLL HONE OF AUTHENTIC. "f’""e'”
MORE THAN THREE MISSED FOOD TO BE EATEN, KONS—TER-MEL CAN 1 TAKE
were oul of F MEALS AWAY FROM YOUR ORPER?
len't that COLLAPSE. )
we're deliverin
relief supplie

Are we Iooaen,!
defining "civilized,
or 'F ' or bobh=

Note: Those who have worked fast-food, and who have lamented the unflattering uniforms
which they've been required to wear have no place to complain until they've worn a uni-
form that includes a wig, a mustache and buck-teeth.
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ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

EEEW. WHAT'S THE —————LL 1T LOOKS LIKE BLUEBERRY

SIDE-DISHZ PUDPPING WITH CORN AND HUMTLACOCHE, ALSO KNOWN RS
NELTED CHEESE /T emells fike | | “corn smuT 1& eenmLy FoLDED
alr INTQ CAREFULLY FERMENTED
ake it SOVBEANS CALLED “NATTO."

dicdn'C ke it

176 QUE SPECIALTY! FRESH

=

IT's CMLER SMUTTO!

BT

Note: No tour of Central- or South-American cuisine is complete without a taste of fresh
huitlacoche. No tour of Asian cuisine is complete without digging intfo a nice box of natto.
Naturally, then, a blending of the offerings of these continents must necessarily include some
actual blending.

When the author created the Chupaqueso he was thrilled to learn that readers actually tried
the recipe out and loved it. Rest assured that with the creation of Smutto he feels only dread.
One of you will almost certainly have access to both of these delicacies, and will feel com-
pelled to experiment.

Please send pictures.

Sixty-one hours. Rimost

Fhrea daus. o E ME
IF THERE ARE
PEOPLE ON FIRE.

By my count you've
been awake For

FINE. WAKE ME
IF THERE'S A FIRE

Uou're not huanhy-Fiva
anymore. You need o sleep

Goadnight,

sSir, WAKE ME AT THE
FIEST 51GH OF TROUELE.

f

h?': ' P‘

"

[

[
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——
VIATON DISTRIET, JUST

ONE KILOMETER SOUTH
OF NORTHPORT..

.l s -
- = / g =""I'm an amo
_)r Dinner isn't coming
N —2NA , back up urless ik can
: ] N Flght its way back up.
" ‘_
3 a

- ] Smutko is just corn
and soy. [ sbay down

e

Fimu'l had to spit something

out it was an infeckion of
nancbots, The Smutbe |
dropped down Che hole is
way ouk of ibs league,

Weve all aot
our gifts, rightz
Sure, | can eak
anybhing, But |
den't see as

NOTH CHANNIT! SOMEBOCDY )| | Ebby, humans keep their
JUST SHOT MY EYE ﬂ#ﬂ"f brains up where you've
ﬁ nothing but eyeball,
-] place is pretty much
Lel Lhem Ehink
- #’heg killed you

-
g
i

POINT ME IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION.
WE'RE BOING TO
KILL SOMEBODY.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

ITS NOT JUST CORM AND
SOY. IT'S ALSO A BACTERIA
COLONY FIGHTING OFF

A FUNGAL INFECTION,
SMUTTO 1S A LITTLE

PILE OF SERM

WARFARE

Ameorphs are
welrd Ehak

you used to,
anuwal.

Wo IS ME, FOR
I AM LINPONE?

Cruel Fate! Hic
deakh reflex made
it sound almost as

if he was Calking/

71



PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

"Chelle, this is Schiock. | [Heep THAT SHOULDN'T Have [HOW mucH LONGER

Eoby's d re's a | Emm%m”u;g A E&é SEMEEM%M

Shiper o here. - UNIOC. HE DOESN'T ! v
HAVE A HEAD.

SERGEANT, THE SMIPER maAY
EE WAITING FOR THE
RECOVERY TEAM TO SHOW
LUP. ONCE THEY PO, HE
OPENS FIRE AGAIN.
P

SOREY, I'M IN A LOT OF PO YOU HAVE ANY IPEA HOW MANY
PAIN, TALKING TAKES MY EXPOSED MERVES THERE ARE
MIND OFF OF THE DESIRE IN A POPPED UNIOC

TO SCREAM IN AGOMNY. BALLZ

e

You dont pl
dead very w:ﬂ

HANG ON.. YOU Y Thark you For announcing | SORRY. CAPTAIN'S
CAN'T CAUTERIZE that. Do you have OFDERS. WE MEED
ANYTHING. YOU /idea how naked | Feel

COMN'T HAVE
G s L roming b 3 shg-srroner

CANNONS,

Note: The rotating barrel assembly on the Strohl Munitions Short-barrel handcannon may give
the user a wicked pinch if the weapon is held incorrectly. This makes it an unpopular selec-
tion for many military forces. Also, it can be configured to send anywhere between five hun-
dred and five thousand projectiles per minute downrange with great accuracy, making it an
exceedingly unpopular selection for the enemies of many military forces.
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PART Il: ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

OF course I'm chay,
He'll have o hit me
in the eye Lo even
incohvenience me,

Itﬁmlcanﬁg-r‘e
out about where

Scod He shot me
twice alr MNext
Eime | want Lo cee
a muzzle-Flash.

YOU'LL OMLY BE
PRESENTING HIM WITH
A BIGGER TARGET.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOZALYPSE 73



PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

SERGEANT SCHLOCK IS5 ON A ROOFTOP SCANNTING FOR - THE SNIFER IS JUST OVER
A DISTANT SNIPER SCHLOCK'S EYESIGEHT IS 500D, FIVE HUNDRED METERS AWAY

THE SNIPER'S MUZZLE-FLASH BETRAYS HIS POSITION (SEHLOCKS EYESIGHT IS
REALLY #0000 ) WITHOUT

¥ ." "‘ GOING INTO THE MATH, THIS
& MEANS THAT IN EARTH'S
N s, ERAVITY SHOTS WOULD BE

DROPPING JUST OVER FOLR
METERS BEFORE ARRIVING,

SCHLOCKS WEAPON HAS A MUCH LOWER MUZZLE VELOCTTY. . THIS IS NOT EARTHS GRAVITY. THIS
& I5 cREDOUMARS ROTATION. THE BURST

AT THIS RANGE, IN EARTH'S GRAVITY, HIS RE TURNING FIRE
WILL DROP ALMOST NINE METERS BEFORE ARRIVING. CURKVES WIDE AND FALLS SHORT.

THE SMART-SIGHT FIGURES aLL THIsour M| L&
INSTANTLY, AND POSITIONS THE RETTLE [ | TGS
TO COMPENSATE. ScrLock FIRES A euksT._Jif IR " R

'm gorna have bo VUE. THE TRACER ROUNDS ARE
walk my shobe. IN THOSE BOXES BEHIND YOU
B

T &

—

-.*

THE VECTORS ARE COMPLEX, AND FALL WELL OUTSIDE PROGRAMMED I
PARAMETERS. THE SMART-SIGHT ISN'T SMART ENOUEH TO ADTUST,
This thing is a lok

SERGEANT SCHLOCK I5 FIRING A 5TROHL MUNI TTONS SHORT-BARREL ROTARY HANDCANNGON. IN more danaerous over
ITS CURRENT CONFIGURA TION IT FIRES FIVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY ROUNDS PER MINUTE, EVERY N shorE distances.
FIFTHROUND A TRACER, AT A MUZZLE VELOCTTY OF SIX HUNDRED AND TEN METERS PER SECOND. PR,

h,

i PERHAPS NEVERTHELESS,
e ' EVERYONE DOWNRANGE
AFTER EIGHT SECONDS OF FIRING HE || IS HOPINE YOU RUN OUT
HAS YET TO HIT THE DISTANT TARSET, P | OF AMMUNITION SOON

ScrLock MEBZENARY




SERGEANT, HOLD

HELLO, SERGEANT, YOU
EEH%N’T HARD TO
IND.

7

O~ 1,

il

ard

HOW ARE YOU I T THROB WITH
POING, EBBYZ SA ALTERNATING

YOU DI A REAL MUMBER ON
THOSE BUILDINGS, SARGE. NO
SISH g}f: THE SMIPER,

REALLYZ IT SOUMNDED LIKE
YO WERE WALKING YOUR
SHOTS ACROSS FOUR CITY
BLOCKS ANP THROUWGH AT
LEAST THAT Many BOXES
OF AMMO.

Well, yeah. I'm Che
amorph in town,
I'm en the roof.

THE EXPOSED MERVES PULSATE
IN THE PEMUMBRA BETWEEM
MY AWAREMESS AND MY
SUBCOMNSCIOLIS,

Shoeting |

station is really hard. My
bullebs were dropping Foo
Fast and curving.

TRACK AS WE FLEW IN, WITH
PRACTICE I BET YOU COULD
SHOOT AROUME CORMERS.

ACTUALLY, IT WAS
YOUR CHOICE OF
ARMLINITION.

.j'*\ ' ‘.‘ /

M works both directions,

POTTED LIME TO THE
BLIMEING LIGHT.

Ch. | guess Chal
cheap tracer ammo

VISIONS OF PAIN CORUSCATE IN
My PERIPHERAL WISION, WHILE A
STORM SATHERS IN MY CENTER
OF FOCUS, A CUMULONIMBLIS
ASGREGATE OF QUIET FURY
AND UNTAPPED STREMNSTH.

IT SOUNDPS LIKE
STIMMIES MAKE
YOu A LITTLE...
TALKY.

YEAH, WE SAW
CURVING TRACER-

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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FOR YOUR
AVAZING
LISPLAY OF
RESTRAINT.

BETWEEN YOUR MUZZLE-FLASH AND
THE TRACERS WE JUST FOLLOWED THE

SOME OF OUR
FIMEST POETS
ARE BLIND
PRUG-ADDICTS.

PO NOT SAY IT
ASAIN, PRIVATE.




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

BRAD HASN'T CALLED FOR
HELP YET, SO HOPEFLILLY
TO PERINETER DUTY. 4 | EVERYTHING'S FIME.

TAKE EBBY AND SCHLOCK STRAIGHT
BACK TO THE SHIP. IF THE SERGEANT
SUSGESTS STOPPING FOR A LITTLE
TARSET PRACTICE, REFUSE, THEM
PROMISE HIM OVALKWIK.

HEVER EEFORE... NOT DURING LAW | | SUCH A MOMENTOUS OCCASION
SCHOOL, NOT DURING MY 51X YEARS IH | | DESERVES A DIATRIBE INSPIRED
PRIVATE PRACTICE, NOT EVEN WORKING EY TEAGIC MELFOMEME, OR

AS A PUBLIC DEFENDER... NEVER HAVE | PERHAPS COMEDIC THALLA,
b EEEN PRIVILEGED TO FRAMED WITHIN THE GIFTS OF
GIVE A SUBORDINATE POLYHYMNIA™S ORATORY
A "DRESSING DOWH." AND EHET

SERGEANT SCHLOCK...
WHAT AN EXCITING
CPPORTUMNITY YOU
HAVE PROVIDED.

BACK ABCARD THE

IN THAT SAME HELLENIC VEIN, | HAVE

MUSED UPON THE UPERAIDING TO BE

ADMINISTERED, PONDERED THE

POSSIELE PUNISHMENTS...
fa

« AND FOUND, TO MY LAMENT,
THIS CONDIGH CASTIGATION
MUST BE MEET FOR YOUR
PARTICULARLY PICAYUNE
PATOIS.

YOU IDIOT. WE ARE GOING TO || ||  NOW GO TO BED AND DREAM
GET SUED FOR YOUR LITTLE ~ OF POVERTY. I'VE 60T WORK
SHOOT-'EM-UP, AND IT IS

GOING TO EREAK US.

up wikh big words.

V. 4 ScHiock MERZENARY



PART |l;

ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

IGHORING FOR A MOMENT THE
FACT THAT WE'RE GOING TO GET
QURE PANTS SUED OFF, | THINK |
KHOW WHERE WE SHOULD BE
SENDING THE FOOD,

THE INFRACEATS ARE WHAT'S
LEFT OF THE CEMTRAL
GOVERNMENT. THEY CONTROL
THE BELT OF ANNIE-PLANT 3
CALLED THE “STATIONWAIST.”

IF WE SEND THEM THE FOOD,
POWER WILL BE CONSOLIDATED
IN OME PLACE, AND THEY CAN
RESTORE ORDEE.

S0 you like
hyrannu, then?

HO, BUT A GRATEFLIL
TYRANT CAN SWEEP A
LAWSUIT UNDEE THE RUG
FASTEE THAN YOU CAN SAY
“HONEY, WHO IS THAT KNOQCEING
ON OUR D:OOR 50 LATE AT NIGHT?"

lle could also wait to [ea
who sues us For Schiock's
shooting spree, and Hhen
just send the Food ho fhem.

N?"

QHNCE WORD GETS OUT, WE'LL

HAVE PEQPLE GOADING US
INTO SHOOTING AT THEM 50
THAT THEY, TOO, CAN SETTLE
QOUT OF COURT FOR HUGE

EASED ON HOW THREATENING PARTIES CAN
APPEAR, AND HOW MUCH DAMAGE WE INFLICT

THE SUPPLIES WILL BE EQUITAELY DISTRIEUTED
L]
THEIE DIRECTION.

LOADS OF FOOD.

After your earlior
comments about
tyranny, I cant hell
whether or not you
are being sarcashic,

REGARDLESS OF WHERE WE
WANT THE FOOD TO END UP,
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO FIND
HELP GETTING IT THERE.

EUT THEY WON'T EE TAKING THE
SUPPLIES WHERE WE TELL THEM

TO. THE C.L.U. 15 50 FAR IN BED
WITH THE FOODLORDS IT MIGHT

Laborer's Union hos
hwo trucking chaphers.
Thoy'd be doing the job
glready iF we'd lat them.

AS WELL BE A MATTRESS.

SINCE THE FOODLORDS
HAVE NO COMPETITION,
HANDING THIS TO THEM

IVs Ipoking more and more like we're
just going ho have to shoot !mmnbnduj

WOHN'T BRING PRICES
DOWN. PEOPLE WILL
K.EEP STARVING.

AND IF | HAND THAT
ANALYSIS TO THE CAPTAIN
OVER EREAKFAST I'M SURE
WE'LL HAVE TURNED CREDOMAR
INTO & DEERIS FIELD EY LUNCH.

MASSEY, THIS 15 "CHELLE.
WE HAVE A LITTLE

PROBLEM DOWN HERE
ON THE DPOCK.

LOWELY.
WHAT 15 IT#

SOMEBODY MADE OFF WITH
THREE TRUCKLOADS OF
SUPPLIES. IT LOOKS LIKE
THEY PULLEC THIS WHILE
WE WERE RECOVERING

THEY KNOW WE'RE SHORT-
HANDED. THEY SNIPED US,
AND WHEN YOU LEFT THE
PERIMETER TO RESPOND,

THEY STOLE FROM US.

YOU KEEP SAYING “THEY." IF
SOMEOME WILL TELL ME
WHO “THEY* ARE, T'LL
MAKE *THEM® SO

2
H

{ Lota will help
| uou, please?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE a




PART Il: ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

Lota wants ta halp
punish those who
messed up Loka's
nice stacks of -
cargo.

Lota moves Faster,
and is beter armed
than your platoon.

ELSE CAN SHIFT CARZO

THEY WANT TO DO, OR
EVEN THE THINGS THEYRE
BEST AT.

I'M SORRY, LOTA. NOBODY

LIKE LOTA CAN. SOMETIMES
PEOPLE MEER TO DO THE
THIMGES OMLY THEY CAN PO,
RATHER THAM THE THINGS

Uour logic crushos
Lota's hny soul.

Ugs. We have
some surveillance
‘bots coming ouk
of the Fabber mow.

[

They are equipped with
nanny-cam relays, and can
apply the cameras lo any

surface.

/@

In an emargency
they double as aulonomous
weapons platForms. I have

directed ona of them to join

us here For your inspection.

Form in this
'~ case deFinitely
Follows Function.
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SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S BATHTUSR 6ETS
FILLED WITH SOME 5TRANGE THINGS.

WE INTERVIEWED SERSEANT SCHLOCK JUST
A FEW HOURS FEFORE HIS BEAMPAGE IN
VIATOMN HERE'S ONE CRAZY ALIEN
MERCENARY YOU DO NOT WANT

T MAKE ANGRY,

50, SERGEANT SCHLOCK... HAH! JUST THE FACTS. VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD.
TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT LET'S ASE. THE QUESTION WE ALL
WANT ANSWERED FIRST...

HAVE YOU EVERE KILLED

ANTEODY?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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LIKE MANY FEOFLE, SCHLOCK
FINDS THAT SOAKING IN THE
BATH IS A 6000 CURE FOR A
CASE OF "GRUMPY AND SAD."

AND DON'T LET HiM
ANYWHERE NEAR YOLR
LUNCH, EITHER!

HAWE YOU KILLED
ANYBODY TODAXF

7y



PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

50 KILLING 15 JUST A DAILY PART | | WHAT WOULD YOU SAY This shutlle only has you, me, your
OF YOUR JOB? IF 1 ASKED YOU FOR A camem guy, and our F»I:Ilrn!:.
DEMONSTEATION? ou won't pick

- uuw-se‘ﬁ? and | won't

pick me or the pilok,

hew much do you

like your camera guy?

I AM QUITE GLAD YOU DON'T NEED TO KILL Sarge, are you watching...
ANYEODY RIGHT NOW. | RETRACT THE QUESTION 3 ah, Uou are. Upu umm..
ABOUT A DEMONSTRATION. loak great on camara,

Ugah, the interview has
been edited pretty heavily.

| HAVE INTERNS FORE THE
PARTS 1 DON'T LIKE.

AS A MERCENARY ARE YOU EVER [t's the same ﬂ"ll? wikh
GIVEN ORDERS YOU DON'T LIKE you, right2 You do the
A don't like so you can keep

deing Che parts you de.

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE
WORD “S50OCIOPATHE"

WHAT ARE THE PARTS OF
YOUR JOE YOU LIEE THE
, SERGEANT®

Explesions. Clese combat.
Cutting a wide swabh
through Che enemi.

YOU LIEE THE
KILLING, THEN.

r...l D,

Done right, yeah. Ending a
horrible, Fg person
superior Firepower is wvery
sabisFying. It's so much
simpler Chan how seciely
usually tries Lo de iF
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THAT WAS SERGEANT SCHLOCK EARLIER THIS 15 SERGEANT SCHLOCK LATE THIS
THIS AFTERNOON, WHINING ABOUT BEING EVENING, HOSING DOWN FOUIR BLOCKS
MISTAKEN FOR A SOCIOPA TH AND OF VIATON WITH AUTOMATIC FIRE.
COMPLATNING THAT HE HADN'T GOTTEN

TO KILL ANYEODY YET.

COMMENTS ARE POURING IN LIVE FROM OUR VIEWERS, | didn't those things Ehal way. |
e St T s
L . anchorman ab all. Bub they chopped
AND SHOLLD BE TREATED LIKE OME. ;ﬁew words and Fixed
pictures so well
I'm starting te Feel
like Ehat's actually
how it happened

Besides, around here they

treat psychopathic criminals

_ pretty well. Free room and
I's an emphy | “poard, ynlimited hupernat

threat, Schlock. Dan't
; . privileges, and vocational
Eime is over. let him get ko you. braining as lawyers.

I'm mot geing Lo bother him. I'm | This doesn't It doesn't2
going beo e him orcder me e/ spund like The Hews said
Cake out thabt newsman. you, Sergeant, \ 'm a sociopath

Winere's Massey? He's in command
right now. | need permission

Okay, but sociopaths
don't need orders o
be sociopathic.

I'm brying ho talk
uou down ofF the
He's working with Tag on . g9 ledge here, Schlock.
tha intel problem. Ha probably :
needs to nob be bobthered.

HELLO, SERGEANT. TAG TOLD ME YOU WERE ON HO, HE HEEDS TO BE LEFT
THE WARPATH. YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE IN YOUR ALOME. WE CAN'T FIX ANY OF
EATHTUE DEEAMING THIS WITH VIOLENCE.,

OF POVERTY. But Frank Hannibal
¥ needs Co de. J

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE X1
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SERGEANT, "EMOLUGH" YIOLENCE IN THIS CASE NG, THE SCALE PUT SIMPLY, WE WOULD Let me F@U my pfaﬁguna ous
WOULD PROEAELY DESTROY THE ENTIRE OF THE PROBLEMS | RUN OUT OF BULLETS LONG of the lockibox. They never
HAEITAT, AND THAT MUCH COLLATERAL DAMAGE WOULD ESCALATE EEFORE WE RAN QUT OF run out of bulleks.
WOULD CAUSE US ADDITIONAL PEOBLEMS. EEYOND OUE ABILITY PROBLEMS,
TO WEEAK. HAYOC,
V&
SERGEANT, PLEASE HEWS PROGREAMS ARE EPHEMERAL. THEY NEXT LiP: AT NO SMALL PERSONAL SEEY THEY'VE ALEEADY FOUND

JUST IGNORE THE
HEWS. PRETEND IT

RISK I'LL BE INTEEVIEWING A MAN
WHO CLAIMS HE WAS HOLDING A

HAVE LITTLE LASTING IMPACT BECAUSE OF
HOW QUICKLY THEY SWITCH TO THE MOST

L\ SOMEEODY MORE INTERESTING
; THAN YOu.

DOESH'T EXIST. ENTEETAINING HEW I55UE. SNIPER RIFLE WHEN HE Wd5
: HERE, LOOK. UNJUSTLY ENGAGED EY THE
THEY'VE PEOBAELY SOCIOPATHIC SERGEANT

ALREADY FORGOTTEN
ABOUT YOUR FIREWORES
SHOW WITH THE SHIPER.

WE'RE TRYING TO PROTECT
YOUR AHONYMITY HERE,
MISTEE CLIFFORLD.

TO PEOTECT THE ANONYMITY OF
OUE NEXT GUEST WE WILL BE
CHANGING HIS FACE AND HIS
VOICE EEFORE EROADCASTING.

IN YOUE OWHN WORDS,

MISTER SHIPEE, TELL US
'WHAT HAPPENED EARELIER
THIS EVENING.

IT'S MISTER FINMNEY.
CLIFFORD'S MY
FIRST NAME.

AND NOW... THE
VIATON SNIPER!

FOUR DAYS AGO THOSE [ ANY SHOOTING 1 010, 1 DID
MERCS KIDMAPPED AMD TO PROTECT LS HOMEST
TORTURED MY BROTHER. Y CREDOMARANS. THESE MERCS

4 HAVE BEEM IMFILTRATING,
KIPNAPPING, AND KILLING
FOR WEEKS NOW.

50 YOU ADMIT TO FIRING ON LIEUTEMANT REALLY? SERGEANT SCHLOCK
EEEIRNOTH AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK EﬁrﬁjﬂngﬁLﬁ.ﬂ#gET QF$E1EA.EZ'IHG
FIRE OM THEMZ 1 KILLED THEM UP FOUR ELOCK.S OF FRONTAGE
BOTH WITH HEARAHOTS!

OkAY, MAYBE THAT SREEN
OME TOOK A WHILE TO [ME.

a ScrLock MEBZENARY



PART Il: ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN
acki SETTLE DOWN/2/

‘Il be right back
with some Ovalkwik.

SERGEANT, | CAN SOLVE THIS. THE FAEEEE JUST

REALLY. REALLY | WOULD,
SPAT OUT SOME VERY SMART MISSILES FOR URBAN | *y/icr 03T vie DOWN,

AND I'LL TAKE CARE OF
- You'd Fire hunber—
)) missiles inbo the w
& \ habital For me= |
*

Really2

I noltice you didn't
promise the sergeant
that you'd assign target
priorities or even arm
the warheads on our
new surveillance tools.

I'M AN ATTORHEY, HOW THE
W, DEFENSE GETS TO REST.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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SCHLOCK, MASSEY IS AN OFFICER, HE'S THE
OFFICER IN COMMAND OF THE EMTIRE COMPANY
RISHT MOW, AND HE'S AN ATTORNEY.

WAIT... YOU PICKED HIM WP
AND THREATENED HIM WITH
PHYSICAL WOLEMCE?

YOU'RE
COMPOUMMING
YOUR SCREW-UP WITH MORE
SCREWING P, YOU MEEDR TO LAY LOW,
GET A 6000 NIGHT'S SLEEP, AND LET
SONMEOME ELSE SCREW LP FDR A WHILE.

COkay, scmebody else
has screwed wp. Is i€
my turn agsin?

ScrLock MEBZENARY
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You scowl =
well wikh Et?r;mm

REALLYZ GET ME
A miproe. 1

WANT TO SEE
= | HOW IT LOOKS,

Cammﬁeneedmnga L.aoke:fli-hanmmﬂng i I MEED TO CHECK WITH THE
talk to Massey and Fi OFF on Credomar's hull. i CAPTAIN AMD SEE IF MY
out what that was. Eug Flaih"; g?!g::ﬂ y che #EWEHANE’SMEEF ALLOW ME
WHAT WHAT wAs2 ockw . MLESES FROM
1 DION'T SEE IT, . works. g
=, REMEMBER?

., swallowing, and
“[ﬁ-;_ peoping out.

*

BUT THERE WAS A |
I blocked what HUGE EXPLOSION, I

appeared lo be
an unauthorized
inbound terapart.

IF it makes you Feal any
better, I'm prethy sure I did
less damage than i it had
been an actual attack
on the station.

The ‘port
was execubed
with extremaly
ntiquated gear,
and I caught
it too late.

YOU WHAT?#? )

ol o query anyona. It
was over in less
A | than half a second.

I'M 50 GLAD THERE'S A
CONSOLATION PEIZE.

Note: That thing Massey’s tie is doing in the first panel is called “dilberting.” Historians are un-
clear as to exactly why it's called this, due to the fact that during the Limited Liability Revolu-
tion of the late 21st there was a purge of things that made large corporations look stupid.

If only you'd kept all your Scott Adams books safe...

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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WHILE YOUR PSYCHOTIC NEW

HEIGHEOQR 51TS ON HIS PORCH
WITH A SHOTGUN WORRYING
AEQUT THE THUGS WITH

o | | THE BULLDOZER. 1

The single Teraport Area Denial | SO YOU REACHED QUT AND | Extensive emergency chatter
system covering Credomar went | SMACKED IT INTO OBLIVICN | [rgm the station allows me o
complataly down, 50 I assumed
it was sabotage. At that same
instant somebody hried to "port
a package o the stationwaist.

THINKING THE STATION WAS

UNDER ATTACK. infar Hhat this is how they

'spcurely’ refFusl
the annie-plants.

|5 1¥s lika knoching

o]l down a wall of your
house so uou can
carry groceries inside.

1 JUST HAD A THOUGHT. STAY WITH ME ON THIS: IF 1 SAID "STAY WITH ME,” NOT "EUN ON AHEAD,"

THEIE STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR FUELING THE - ]

STATION INVOLVES TAKING THE ENTIRE TERAPORT Sorry. You talk slower than
you think, and you Hink

DEFENSE SYSTEM DOWN. " tian the high-valacity antimattar finks and uou i
warhead missiles we encountored i inals
ware probably ‘ported inho
place during a reFueling
operation. We now know
where ho start looking
For suspects in that
particular crima.

See? IFa Ffin complating
people’s senkences,
and answering Hheir
gueskions before
they Finish

IDNT SAY IT WASN'T. I
AID THAT IDON'TLIKE "N 4
IT WHEN ¥OU DO IT TO ME.
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ABTARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-
AND-EC. CURRENTLY IN A 5TA TIGNKEEPING
(AND RUBBEINECKING) ORBIT AROUND THE
EREDEOMAR HABITAT

A Ho biosphera
breach. The outgassing
. was From bulkhead
passages, now soaled.

What's he going to
do that you can’td B

[ DON'T EMOW.
COULDN'T WE BE
DEPLOYING TROOPS
TO HELP THEM WITH
REPAIRS?

Irs InCracrat
territary. They're
| broadcasting “stay
A, out oF our way”
right now.

Somewhere behuysen

zoro and throo hundrod,
depending on who's doing

S0 WE JUST DO HOTHING,

AMD LET THE CAPTAIM SLEEP
THROUGH ALL THIS?

ABDARD THE EATONRUN. .. BCOME OWNTO THE

BRIDSE, SKIPPER?

HULLMUTS! YOLR
MOMMA RAISER YOU
WELL-MANMNERED, KID.

Right now there's
nothing fo do.

THAT MEANS YOI CAN COME
I, JUNIOR. THE POOR'S
OPFEM,

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

the counting. Call it

“undatermined” For now.

find you're good at
that. Gat busy.

EXCEPT WORKY

HULLMUTS AN’ JIBBEMS! YOUR
MOMMA RAISED YOU

Bl&, T00.

I THIMK SHE
TRIEC* NOT TO. BUT
THAMNES FOR HOTICING,

' 4
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WE'RE READY TO
MOVE TO ANOTHER

] YOU DOM'T LOOK A DAY OVER
SEVENTY, SIR

WE WERE MAKING CLEARING OME
PRETTY GO0 TIME COMPARTMENT PER

CONMPARTHEMT, THERE AT THE END. | [PAY.. 1 FIGURE T'LL
FOUR=-MIMETEEN 15 TURM MINETY FLATTERY AIN'T
EMPTY. HAH! I'VE SEEN BEFORE YOU'RE SETTING THAT CARSO

BETTER TIME
THAM THAT

DOME. MOVED, KIG.

I'LL SHIFT A FULL WE'LL TRY TO UNLOADR FASTER | | BUT YOU SAIDP WE
COMPARTHMENT WERE TAKING
PON'T BOTHER. YOU

INTO PLACE FOR TOO LONG.
YOU AND YOUR . PLSH AMY FASTER
THROUSH THAT

SERVICE HATEH,

BOYS. TAKES
SOMEBODY'S GOING

HULLHLTS, SON. WAITING ON
YOU LIKE THIS, I'M PAID BY
THE HOUR I FIGURE I CAN
PRETEMC I'M RETIREC WITH
A NICE PENSION,

ABOUT TEM
MIMLITES.

ISN'T THERE SOMETHING
WE CAM PO TO SPEEL LIP
THE UNLOADINGZ

SURE. SET THE
EATOMNRUN TO A
POCK WITH A PROPER
TRAMSSHIP SYSTEM.

I CAN OPEM TWENTY
COMPARTMENTS AT OMCE
OUT THE BACK, BUT THESE
POCKS AREN'T TOOLED TO

RECEIVE THAT.

‘COUWRSE, IF YOU SHOOT IT
WP SONME MORE, MAYBE
THEY'LL LET YOU KEEP IT.

PORT
BE, BUT YOUR CAPTAIM
SHOT IT WP, STIRREC
THE HORMETS.

The lawsuils are The Uiaton Skakion-Estate The Horthport The InFracrat Party | Summary: They all want Food,
arriving, sir. Dwners Association is Longshoreman's Unfon | is suing us For the | and they all think we're
suing us For property i1 suing us For lost | loss of one annie- | reckless.
HIT ME. damage and reckless wages and reckless | plant and reckless MEIIHP.‘EI‘!ILEH;&I
- endangerment. They say endangerment. They, endangarmant, '

they'll sette For foo will setie For Surprise! Thay'll
- all the Food. all the Food. also settle For all
rey o\ 5 e the Food. i
| . = J;
3 - L
» '

ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-60._ |

Fa u 1L
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SO00 MORNING MASSEY. ROUGH
NIEGHTZ JUST SMILES YOU'LL
FEEL BETTER ABOUT EI'ER‘I"H'IINIE'_.‘

50, WHAT'S ON SHHH... I'M TRYING
- | THE DOCKET TORILL YOU
o | TODAY, COUMSEL? WITH MY EYES.

Note: Stinkeye™ brand ocular implants will allow the fulfillment of this particular fantasy.

Available at Planet Mercenary outlet stores near you! (A three-day waiting period may ap-
ply. Financing not available on some items.)

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE gy




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

- WE'RE BEING | | WHOA! MASSEY, YOU HAD OME THEEE"S HOT MUCH HE COULD

SHIF T-LHANEE ABCARD THE MERCENARY SUED. ALOT. | | CISASTER AFTER AMOTHER WHY HAVE DOMNE EEYOND YELLING AT

DIDN'T YOU WAKE TAGON FOR ME. AND THAT WOULD HAVE
I'VE FILED | | HELP2 SLOWED THE COUNTERSUING

COUNTERSUITS. DOWHN MORE THAN A LITTLE.

WE'RE ALSO BEING

" ¥ EXCORIATED EY THE
- PRESS. IT'S FAIR
THOUWGH, WE DID
ACCIDENTALLY ALMOST
PUNCTURE THE HABITAT.

BESIDES, ENNESEY SAID THE CAPTAIN - . He was on duty For

HEEDS HIS SLEEP. APPARENTLY TAGOHN o ; & almost three days

15 ONLY SUPPOSED TO BE AWAKENED o et s

IF HE 15 ON FIRE. . ) ©2 straight. He noods
_ . / ) to wake up on his

| And those are
_| his own waords.

stgal an Aguaman (|

A7 mannequin than to |
Find a good looking
~~ orange shirk.

e THIS MORNING'S DEMONSTRATION
HASN'T TURNED VIOLENT YET, BUT THEY ARE
SETTING AT LEAST ONE THING ON FIRE..

Y0 ScHiock MERZENARY




PART Il; ENTER THE LONGSHOREMAN

EUT DAD, IT'S : DISCIPLINE! IF WE SET BUT I'M TIRED, AND SUDDENLY I'M AWAKE, =5/GH=,
SUMMER! WHY DO THAT LITTLE INTERNAL JUST WANT TC NEVER MISS

1 HAVE TO GET UP CLOCK, OF YOURS NOW ANYTHING IMPORETANT

ON TIME FOR THEMN TOU'LL NEVER BECALISE YOU

OVEESLEEP A3 AN
ADULT.

OVERSLEPT, YOU'LL
THANKE. ME WHEN YOU
GROW UP, KAFF,

GOOD MOENING,

COMMANDER!
RESEARCH, THE USUAL,
I'M ALSO SEMDING A
EIETHDAY PRESENT.

IT'S HOT OURE
EIETHDAY.

HEY. XOUL WHAT ARE
¥OU! UP TO THESE DAYS?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE 1



PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

GOOD MORNING, WHAT MO, WAIT.. HE
DID | SLEEF THEOUGH? JUST WALKED M.

HAPPY FORTY-NINTH BIRTHDAY,
@ e SON. A MUTUAL FRIEND SAID
1 ITS HIGH TIME YOU ANDP ME

PATCHELD' THINGS LIP.

MO, WHEN ARE YOU GONNA GUIT PRANCING AROUMD
IN ARMORED UHMDERWNEAR AND SETTLE DOWNZ
I WANT SRANPCHILPREN.

DAD, THIS ISN'T = AND ITS THEY BREAK YOU POWN | HAPPY FORTY-NINTH, ¥YOU | DID YOU CALL JUST TO J| OLP ANP CHILPLESS!
I

EMBARRASSING. | | IN BASIC, AND BUILD YOU | AREN'T GOING TO LOOK | REMIND ME THAT I'M WE BOTH MEED A
THAT'S WHY THE BACK UP STROMGER BUT| G000 IN CARBOMAMN GETTING OLD¥ LEGACY, AMD YOU
WUMS AND THE - THAT UMIFORM'S A CROTCH-HUGGERS MEEL MEW PANTS.
| REMINDER THAT YOU FOREVER, YOU KHNOW.
S STILL CAN'T HIDE
ANYTHING.

C.LF. LSE IT.

1T SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE
ORDERING ME AROUND
AGAIN, GEMERAL.

| THOUGHT ¥OU CALLED TO
"PATCH THINGS UP."

IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE
STILL PLAYING AT BEING
A JUNIOR OFFICER,

CAPTAIN.

a ScrLock MEBZENARY



PART Ill: ScHLockTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

1 CANNOT SELIEVE “EY YOUR AGE T WAS A GEE, DAD. WHEN YOU | CAPTAIN SHOULD BE YOU COUWLEP GIVE YOURSELF A
THE ARROGANCE OF COLOMEL! WHAT'EE YOU | WERE MY AGE THERE | FINE! I'M OUT OF THE PROMOTION. YOU KMOW AS
THAT LD MAN! DOING WREONG, BOY:" WAS A WAR ON, AND | INFANTEY, | OWN THIS A BIETHCAY PRESEMNTZ

HALF OF THE HIGH | SHIP! 1 RUMN THIS
COMMARD GOT COMPANT!

Happy Forky-
ninth, sirl I
hear FiFty is
the new sixhesn.

HAPPY BIRTHPAY TO You!
HAPPY BIRTHPAY TO YO/

AND 5

CHLOCK
LOOKS LIKE POO. EVERYEQDY GET

EACK TO WORK.

THIS I35 ALMOST
SIETY PAGES

I'M FORTY-NINE, BUT AGE 1S NOT
CATCHING UP WITH ME. I'VE HAD
A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP, I'M
REFRESHED, AND I'M READY FOR
THIS MORNING'S ERIEFING.

OKAY. 1 JUST WON'T GO TO BED AGAIN
UNTIL AFTER THE MISSION 15 COMPLETE.

= -
P ;_,_,..—*
h shilt.
{ & oS on ST Sp—
Front of your while you up with you down
pad now, sir. were asleap. y that path, sir.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

TAG ALMOST BLEW UP A CITY OF
THIETY MILLION PEQFLE... QEAY,
THAT'S THE SORET OF UNEXPECTED
THING I'D RATHER NOT SLEEP
THEQUGH.

WE GOT SOME BAD PRESS... SCHLOCK. GOT INTO A FIREFIGHT
| THINE WE ALL SAW THAT AND THERE WAS PROPERTY
EEHAGE. HOT UNERPECTED.

=

LAWSUITS, COUNTERSUITS,
COUNTER-COUNTERSUITS...
PRETTY STANDARD STUFF,

recordings of
the blast iF

you're worried
about missing out.

HE SAIP IF WE YES, SIR. BUT THOSE
CAN PUT HIft AT THOSE GUYS WITH POCKS ARE FULL OF
SOUTHROGT d THE FIELD GUN WEEE CISABLED, WRECKED,
INSTEAD, WE CAM WAITING TO AMELSH AND SCUTTLED SHIPS.
UNLOWD A LOT : US, RIGHT?

FASTER.

YOU'RE NEVER TOO *—
OLD TO ENJOY A TARGET-
RICH ENVIRONMENT.

The wracks can ba | [HMMM.. THAT DOESN'T
clearad with ship LEAVE MU
woapona and REST OF US TO DO.

tractors, and I can
nautraliza tho
heavies without
anybody seHing

Fool on tha dock.

&’

I am sure that once you
gdo set Foob on the dock
additional resistance will

materialize For you ho

‘®

TAG, I WANT TO TAKE
SOUTHPOET. =

SJurveillance is
onling now.

It is one you
can unwrap with
a pishaol and an
entrenching hoaol.

_q L

. BUT YOU'RE MY RECKLESS,

The news said I'm a | DANGEROUSLY VIOLENT

reckless, dangerously | SOCIOPATH.

clent sociopath
_—

SERGEANT, PUT TOGETHER
A TEAM. WE'RE GOING TO
SWEEP SOUTHFORT.

LET'S HOPE MY FATHER
ISN'T THAT DESPERATE
FOR GRANDCHILDREN.

ScrLock MEBZENARY



PART lll: ScHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

The sight on bhis Y175 THE ROTATING Slcwer shols curve more,| | COULD DROP THE T'r'.at's ﬂ"l& FOR IT TO BE USEFUL

thing is broken. Ib | REFERENCE FRAME z LOW END, EUT THEN YOL'LL NEED MICRO=-

doesn't know how PROBLEM. EASY THEY DO, ARD THIS WHAT YOU'D REALLY GRENADES INSTEAD OF
. WEAPOH ALEEADY HAS

dHormar EE HOLDING 15 A SLUGS. I'VE GOT S0OME
ko do Cre A ?MME&UI-ZLF SMALL CALIEER RIGHT HERE..

ROTARY ARTILLERY 5" day.
PIECE.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOZALYPSE ys



THE TOUCH-AND =60 I5 5 TA TION-KEEPING
"ABCVE™ THE WRECEAGE TN SOUTHPORT.
i
: "8 Surveillance drones are

done =sweeping the
scow. It is emphuy.

I am hractoring

( picked clean.

it ofF of tha
dock now.

WHAT DO You
SUPPOQSE IT'S
WORTH?

Scrap. Hull
integrity is

dubious,
Fittings arm

AND HOW IT 15
IN EASY-TO-
CAREY PIECES.

Except For the
storn. That
chunk is still
masHy in-

PERFECT. I'M TRANSFERRING P~
FIRE CONTROL TO MY CONSOLE. | gl -

Sir, it may bo '\
scrap, but it is
scrap warth
millions. That

scow is hesvy. |

TACT HAS HOTHING
TO DO WITH IT, THIS
15 DIPLOMACY.

a ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART Ill: ScHLockTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

Incoming
call, sir.

NO SURPRISE. THAT'LL § |
BE CHN ANCHOR FRANE.
HANNIEAL ASKING FOR MY
COMMENTS REGARDING THE
DESTEUCTION OF THAT SCOW.

“ELAH BLAH ELAH EXCESSIVE
FORCE ELAH ELAHT™

HI:IuﬂII;,E] it's
ad.

“WHY, NO, FRANK. THIS 15

ERCESSIVE FORCE ELAH BELAH

your

I'M SORRY FOR THE OUTBLRST
EARLIER, SOM. I'M NOT TRYING
TO RUN YOUR LIFE.

BUT YOLU WANT
GRANDKIDS.

HO, YOU'RE INTEREUPTING
MY FANTASY OF ELOWING
UP A HEWS ANCHOR.

HELLD AGAIN,
KAFF. IS NOW

BEEM THERE, DOME
THAT, SOT PROMOTED.

AND YOU WANT ME TO
GET HEW CLOTHES.

PIC YOU SEE THAT
EFFI&Y2 THEY
ACTUALLY LISED AN
AGHIAMAN DOLL!

50 1'VE MADE GALACTIC
HEWS, THEN?

I'M GETTING IT WRONS
ASAIN, I'M SORRY.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

CRECOMAR |5 A HUMAN

PROJECT, SO MEWS THERE

MAKES IT INTO UM.S. AND
PROTECTORATE SPACE.

15 THAT WHAT THEY CALL
THIS PLACE? A m&:&

AND YOU'VE 60T THEM
BURNING YOU IN EFFISY.
VERY COSMOPOLITAN, SOM.

I CALLED TO WISH YOu A
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GIVE
YOU SOMETHING NICE,
AND LET YOU KNOW

I'M PROUD OF YOU.

I KNOW JUST HOW
TOUSH YOUR Jog

15, AND HOW
LOMELY IT CAN BE.

BECAUSE YOU'VE DONE 1T
ALL BEFORE, BEEN THERE,
DONE THAT.




PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

OKAY, FINE. THANKS, DAD. I'M WHERE DO WE 5TAND ON The last two derolicts
SORRY | TURNED QUT TOO MUCH | | THE WRECKS, TAG? MORE are out. I've slung
LIKE YOU TO MAKE YOU HAPPY, TARGETS FOR ME VENT MY them around in
EUT NOT ENOUGH LIKE YOU MAKE | | FRUSTRATIONS AT? li

YOU PROUD, GOTTA GO, WORK collision courses with
T0 DO, BUH-EYE. ) gach other. You can

shoot them, or walch
them crash, or both.

YOU LOVE ME. YOU —)
Happy Birthday, sir.

THANE.S, TAG. BEST
PRESENT EVER.

You only tumm
Forty-nine

I'M GOING TO POP IN ON

KEVYN AND ELF, SEE
HOW THEY CAN SUPPORT
THE DOCKSIDE SWEEP.

BELIEVE I HAR A CRUSH
HiMm, Fﬁﬁ'-NIHE? HE'S OLPER

oM

HEY, YOLU'VE SEEN THE CAPTAIN N
ACTION. FORTY-NINE'S NOT QLD, AND
HE KHOWS IT EETTER THAN ANYEQDY,

ScrLock MEBZENARY



PART Ill: ScHLockTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

WHAT I5 IT#
I'VE GOT A LOT

q ON MY MIND

RIGHT HOW.

CAPTAIN, MAY | HAVE I'M WORRIED ABQUT YOLL I'

A WORD WITH YOU?

HEVER SEEN YOU LOOK. THIS

TOU'RE ALSO NOT
LYING EFFECTIVELY.

VE

I'M FIHE. l

YOU'RE THE PICTURE
OF PERFECT HEALTH.
AGE ISN'T WHAT
TOU'RE FEELING.

I'M FORTY-NINE. I'M
FEELING MY AGE,
THAT'S ALL.

AGING 15 A DEATH-MARCH. WE START FRESH AT
THE EEGINHING OF THE TEIP, EUT EVERY STEP 1S
A FEMINDER THAT THE
MAECH OMLY ENDS WHEN WE
FINALLY DEOP DEAD.

TOU MIGHT BE AFRAID OF
SENILITY, OR INABILITY.

DEATH MARCH.
THAT'S CHEERFUL.
THANK.S. I'M GLAD

WE HAD THIS TALEK.

WELL, YOU'RE
AFEAID OF
SOMETHING. | PERHAPS YOU'RE AFRAID
OF A LIFE UNFULFILLED IN
SOME WAY, AFRAID OF NOT
PASSING ON YOUR GENES,
OR YOUR NAME .

ALSO, 1 DON'T
FEAE DEATH.

| NOW WE'RE MAKING
PROGRESS. HOW
DOES THIS LITTLE
MUEDER-FANTASY
MAKE YOu FEEL?

HOW ABOUT *I'M AFRAID |
MIGHT HAVE TO MURDER
MY CHAPLAIN IF HE
DOESHN'T SHUT URE

REVEREND, | DON'T WANT
THERAPY, OF LECTURES,
OF ADVICE RIGHT HOW.

DEik

| WANT... «51GH=. | WANT...

( WHAT 00 YOU WANT? l

[

&Fﬁ

& 1
'q

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

WAIT A MINUTE... AND HOW DO You
IF 1 TALK, AND YOU FEEL AEOUT
LISTEN, THAT"S WALKING INTO THIS
THERAFY. CLEVER TRAF OF

MINE?




PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

ACTUALLY, LYING

1 DON'T WANT TO TALK ABOUT GETTING

OLD, | DON'T WANT THERAPY, I DON'T WANT DOWN O A COUCH AE‘L“,;L?&“{EE
A STMPATHETIC EAR, AND 1 DON'T WANT TO SOUNDS NICE. \OE ChTClING

LIE DOWN ON YOUR SILLY HOVERCOUCH.

DON'T THINE OF THIS AS THIS COUCH IS COMEY. I'VE

ME WHAT"S ON YOUE MIND.

THEY PUNEH THROUEH
TERAPORT AREA
DENTAL SYSTEMS LIKE
AN ARMOREALL TEAM
SOTNE THROUSH A4
TISSUE BANNER AT
HOMECOMIMNG,

Happy Birthday, HafT Tagon!

MEANWHILE, IN THE
GALACTIC CORE..

I'M HOT
PUTTING
YoUu OUT?

Well, it is a lot of
juice, but I rcan spare
it For the right cause.

I have paterns and I am also equipped o I"'VE DESTEOYED EETTER
materials For the Finest sing several hraditional ROBOTS FOR LESS.
Full=military Fashions in

Uour dad
sant ma.

50 BEFORE YOU 5ING
YOU'VE GOT TO ASK
FOURSELF *WHEN WAS
MY LAST BACKUPE"
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PART lll: ScHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

I know that you will be able to
ﬂ h CLOTHING? | waapans in the garments I croako.
: % , d 4A

Ho singing! Just Fabbing! I
already have all the
information I nead
to start work!

WHAT'S THE
HOLDUP? H%TART
I'vo alroady scanned you SEWING.
For measurements, and have
been apprised of your duky
requirements. I evan know
what colors you prefer.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

I'M HOT FIFTY,
I'M FORTY-NINE.

When you were bom you began your Firsk
year. That yoar ended with your
First birthday.

This shyle nicely
delivers the dignity
and authority
appropriahe to a

commander in his
Fiftieth year.

UGH. BEIRTHDAYS ARE

ENMDINGS INSTEAD
f OF BEGINNINGS?
After & Fashion. You — WAIT... 30 [ JUST HAD MY Ups and no. Your Forty=-ninth birthday is the Gfteth
might also say that g FIFTIETH EIRTHDAY? occurrence of that date during your lifetime. It boging

SUDDENLY I'M ABOUT TO your Fifticth year, which year ends with your FiFticth

your Cirst “birth TURN FIFTY-ONETI?

day” was the day
you wera bom. Each
year thorealter is
an anniversary. Today
ia tha Forty-ninth
anniversary of that
day, but it is the
Fiftigth time Hat
day has come iF
you include Hhe
originating evant.

birthday, which anniversary will also begin youwr
Fifty-Firat year.

rﬂﬂ:"ﬂﬂ:&*l‘;ﬂﬂ I'M TALKING ABQUT THE

you see n the WRINKLE IN MY FOREHEAD.

Fabric are & resull
of the slighHy
stifFar Fabric

conForming ho your

Jame principle. It
looks good on you.

Thoy are & delibarato

shylistic choice, and

add to the dignity of
the garmant.

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART lll;

REVEREND! HOW LONG HAS THIS
WRINKLE BEEN HERET

1 DON'T KNOW. ALL
f_ DAY, AT LEAST.

OH. OKAY. IT'S JUST
TEMPORARY, CAUSED
BY STRESS.

I DON'T KHOW. HOW THAT |
THINK AEQUT IT, IT'S PROEABLY
EEEN COMING ON FOR A FEW

ScHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

WEEKS HOW.

AND WHEH YOLU MAKE THAT FACE
IT BEINGS ALONG FRIENDS.

DOC! [ NEED YOU TO
LOOIK AT THIS!

WHAT AM [ SUPPOSED TO
BE LOOKING AT?

THIS MASSIVE CREASE [N MY
FOREHEAD. IT LOOKS

CAN YOL MAKE THIS
WORRY-LINE GO

QLD AGE LEAVES SCARS, YES. THAT
OMNE'S CALLED A WOREY LINE.

\

?“ THAT MAKES SENSE. I'M
WORRIED ABOUT IT.

R

HOW DO YOU FEEL AEOUT COSMETIC SURGERY,

FOLLOWED EY EUTHANASIA AND

SERTOUSLY, CAPTAIN. THERE'S
HOTHING TO WOREY AEQUT
YOU'RE AGING YERY ERAC-EFUI.L'J’

TOU'RE IN GREAT PHYSICAL
CONDITION, AND YOU'VE GOT
G000 GENETIC STOCK,

e

= B (1

PLASTICIZATION?

SOUNDS
s EI.PEHSI'\I'E

IF EMEMY FIRE D-OESH'T CATCH
UP WITH YOU, YOU'LL PROBABLY
END UP LOOKING JUST LIKE

®

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

15 THAT THE “ENEMY FIRE" FACE,
OF THE “I'M BECOMING MY
FATHER" FACE?




PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

YOU'RE HOT GOING TO END UP BECOMING YOLUR FATHER, CAPTAIN.
GENETICS ARE VARIAELE, AND ENVIRONMMENT COUNTS FOR A LOT.
— EVERTEQDY 15 DIFFERENT.

HEEE. I'LL RUM A QUICK AGE-
PROGRESSION EASED ON YOUR
LAST SEVERAL PHYSICAL
EMAMINATIONS.

ScrLock MEBZENARY
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I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE @



PART Ill: SHLOCKTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

HICE EQNE STRUCTURE, SHAME )
AEOUT THAT SKIN CONDITION.

THIE END (A5 IN "WE ALL LOOK LIKE THIS IN THE END.%)

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART Ill: ScHLockTOBERFEST 2008 A WRINKLE IN TIME

1.
ABOARD THE MERCENARY
WHARSHIF TOLICH=-AND-6C
THE MOST POWERFUL MAN
IMN THE CREDOMAR SYSTEM
HAALLOMWS TN SELF PTTY..

—
x
=

YE GOT TO SNAP BUT WHEHN DID AGE CATCH UP WITH ME?
OF THIS AND GET WHEM DID [ TURN INTO A CHILDLESS
BACK TO WORK. YERSION OF MY FATHER?

WHEHN DID YIRILITY
TURN INTO SEHILITY?

WOW. CRISPY NEW DUDS, CAPTAIN.
YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO PUT WP

A FENCE, AND MAYBE GET A
mﬂi _J_/

15 THAT A *YOU KIDS GET
OFF OF MY LAWN™ JOKE?

—

IT MEANS T THIMK YOU LOOK ANESOME,
AND IF YOU DRESS LIKE THAT ALL THE

TIME THE SIRLS ARE SOING TO HIT ON
YOU SO HARD YOU'LL HAVE TO BUT WP
A FENCE TO KEEP YOURSELF SAFE

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

. N —
STAGING BAY ONE ABOARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIF TOUCH=-AND-63. .. -

WE PIP DEPLOY YESTERDAY,

GET YOUR HELMET WP, NICK. 1
THINK YOUR BRAIN MIGHT BE £ —a)

EVAPORATING. 3
‘18

. '\\ r

THAMK ¥OU, | LIEUTEMANT EBBIRMOTH HASN'T FULLY RECOVERED I WANT ¥YOU SHARPER
SERGEANT. | FROW LAST MIGHT'S AMBUSH, 5O T'LL BE '!’DUR THAN RAZORS AND
C.0. FOR THIS MISSION. N FROSTIER THAMN

j‘x ﬁ m

WE'RE SOING TO SWEEP

‘\ SOUTHPORT FOR HOSTILES. WEVE SOT
R SO000 SURVEILLANCE IN PLACE, BUT THERE
ARE PLACES OUR 'BOTS CAN'T SEE, AND

WE'VE GOT A LOT OF GROUND TO COVER.

WAIT FOR ME! IT CLOSER ; THINGS ARE STILL AND A LITTLE LITTLE. 1
WP T CAM SEE/ ’ A LITTLE BLURRY. S/ o CON'T THIMK IT'S
POME ﬁRDWIHF.% YET.

| LET'S GO LOCK SURVEILLANCE SHOWS A SUSPICIOUS

- IF YOUR BOOT | "DPEAD POCKET" BEHIND BAY SIXTEEM. m - ' -

TRACTORS, AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK WILL... >
UMM... LEAD FROM
{ABOVE, AND WaY OuT
IN FRONT. EVERYOMNE
TRY TO KEEP WP

ScrLock MEBZENARY
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ngw do | lock=
samebacg
gel a pictur

YES, AND ITS ALREADY FOR SALE
AS A DESKTOP WALLPAPER,

| Just haven't Figured out
ARE hew bo do it while dual-
" | wielding.

WE'RE MEXT TO HIM OR BEHING HIM
BECAUSE HE POESN'T KNOW THE
MEANING OF "SLOW DOWN."

I'm almost there. Il bry to
save somebhing For Ehe
rest of you bo de.

SERGEANT, IF YOU CAN'T \ || 'm geing Ee contrel ﬁ
ARE YOl p‘i‘?m”ﬁlﬁ E% ?ﬁﬁ quEgmd' oy
ROUND THE CORNER AND i ’

TAKE THE BAY DOORZ

FUNNY. THAT MAKES IT
SOUND LIKE YOU WON'T BE SANNG
ANYTHING FOR THE REST OF US

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE 10
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Winich | will Ehen n by
knocking really, really hard.

SERGEANT, THAT BULKHEAD |5
ALMOST HALF A METER THICK!
YOUR WIDE BEAM ISN'T GOING
TO VAPORIZE IT FAST
ENOUWGEH FOR YOU TO
PUNCH THROUGH!

PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

Roger Ehat. [l
tighten the beam and cub
muselF 3 nice, round deer.

BERCE YOUESELVES MY BEOTUERS. THESE
SELLSWORPS WILL SET A FACE FULL OF
SRENAFE WHEN THEY CONE

ScrLock MEBZENARY




PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

That's right. Drop N
all your wespons,

| Hnrsm[ngr:f: U

_‘
-
”

E,I'TII.EGIE

WAIT! SET THAT FOR
WFACT BEFORE YOU...

ARE YOU OKAYZ They committed
B\ WHAT HAPPENED? [ suicide when bhey

saw me coming.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE m



PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

CAPTAIN, DOCK TWO IS CLEAR, 88 GOOD WORK, ELF. SECURE THAT | IS HE TALKING? Co Selb me
ONE POCKET OF HOSTILES HAS PERIMETER. THE EATOWRLN 15 enty kiles of

BEEM MEUTRALIZECD. ; COMING [N, ) ovalkwik and &
] i spatulal Stat/

b )

P e T L e ¥ Y
L, THEY HAD PLASHMA
g GRENADES, SIR
] — SERGEANT SCHLOCK IT SOUNDS LIKE
- = 50T PRETTY BADLY BURNED. HE'LL PULL THROUGH.

YOU JUST KILLED A
DOZEN SOUTHIE RAIDERS.
HOW DO YOU FEEL RIGHT
NOW, SERGEANTZ

Captain, we'ra

an TU unnin._l 1 THOUGHT ELF WAS
SECURING THAT

PEFIMETER.

I} mppears to
be live, From
dock hup.

THEN WHY 15 SERGEANT SCHLOCK,,
HALF OF THE REST OF YOUR
FORCE, ALONG WITH YOUR GEAR

AND CURRENT POSITIONS OM 1
LIVE TV EIGHT HOW?

, AND YOU'RE CUTTING TO A
WAIT.. IT'S LIKEZ COMMERCIAL IN THREE.. TWO...

ELF 1 TOLD YOU TO
SECURE THAT
PERIMETER!
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WE'RE HAVING TECHNICAL
DIFFICULTIES WITH OUE
FEED IN SOUTHPORT. LET'S
TUNE INTO THE EFF- THEEE-
CEE RALLY IN HETGHTON FOR
SOME CEAZY TALK.

.ERCEMARIES ARE LAPDOGS
OF THE UMS.! THEYRE NOT
HERE TO PELIVER FOOP.
THEY'RE THE BEGINNING OF
A MILITARY FOOTHOLP.

IF WE HAD AMY SPINE AT ALL WE'D SEND
THEM AND THEIR FOOD BACK TO SOL!

WE HAVE EVERYTHING WE MEED RIGHT
HERE IM CRECOMAR WE JUST MEED TO
ROLL UP OUR SLEEVES AND

THAT'S THE LATEST
FROM THE FRA TERNITY
FOR FREE CREDOMAR,

MOTTO: *WE DON'T LIKE

TO EAT.”

BEUT THE THREE-EFF-CEE
GUY WAS ACTUALLY

DID YOU SEE THAT? THAT NEWS
GUY JUST MADE FUN OF THE
SPEAKER!

disagree choose ho
mock his message
rather than attack
it point by point.

IFs an editorial
antartainmonk

program. That's
what they do.

REALLYZ THE LAST I HEARD
THEY WERE MOSTLY HICK
ACTIVISTS.

Mistrass

: Uentura...
Lota believes you should v
be concerned aboult the

ey FAC separatisis.

Lota's scanning of
Credomar inFormation
systems shows them ho be
g the only party molivahed
to destroy Lota's cargo.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

GOT A TORPEDO BAY
FULL OF POINTS.

LOTA.. HAS LOTA
BEEN HACKINGE

I'LL SHOW THEM A POINT-
EY-POINT ATTACE. I'VE

People like wou are why civilized
governments act to protect the
Frop press, sir. I

AND PEOPLE LIK.E THEM

ARE THE REASCHN THEY
HEED TO BE PROTECTED
FROM PEOPLE LIKE ME.

I PICN'T DPESIGH LOTA FOR
INFORMATION WARFARE. -

1 Yoy should not
=% have given Lota parallal
hypernodes with icewalls iF
you did not want Loka ho use Hhem.




PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

| sourHeoRT, DOCK TWO.. |

THE FLIGHT wWas
HICE ANDP SMOOTH,
BUT DEBARKING IS

A LITTLE WEIRD.

4y

RIPE WP THERE.




PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

THAT'S WHY | EROUGHT J

WHERE DID THE | KEWNZ WHAT ARE | PLAYING DETECTIVE.

YOU SHOULDN'T
BE HERE. THE MEWSIE
COMPROMISER OUR POSITIONS.

AN ESCORT.

LETS 60, IT ALL GOES.
O HALF-MEASURES.

GRENADES
AT ALL.

T'5

YEAH,
YOUR POINT?

THAT'S WHAT [ IT'5 STILL HOT, AND THERE ARE | | HOMEY, DON'T YOU HAVE THE POT'S CALLING
THOUGHT, THESE CAREON 150TOPES EVERYWHERE. | | FULLERENED ANTI-MATTER THE KETTLE BLACK.
GUYS DIDN'T HAVE THEY WERE USING FULLERENED | | IN YOUIR EFALILETS®

TRUE VARIAELE- ANTI=MATTER. OMCE THE MATRIX

THE POT 15 SMARTER THAN THE KETTLE. THE
KETTLE, IN THIS CASE, 15 HOT “BLACK." ITIS A
DIFFUSE CLOUD OF RADIOACTIVE MEAT-VAPOR.,

SOMEBCDY SUPPLIED THESE
*SOUTHIES" WITH ANTI-MATTER.
IT"S THE SAME FLAVOR WE
TASTED IN THOSE MISSILES.

THUEL, ENNESEY... START
SNIFFING ARQUND THE QUANTUM
SWIS5-CHEESE CEEDOMAR CALLS
A HETWORE.

Lota is nat an "il."
“I" is & puny p

pronoun, and

YOU HEAED ME. 5§
EVERYEQDY ELSE
MIGHT BE WILLING
TOPUT UP WITH
YOUR IMPERIAL
THIRD-PERSON,
BUT I'M HOT.

llere those the
same missilos

that pracipitated
g hank chassis'
convarsion
inta Loka?

CONGRATULATIONS, PARAY YOUR
EOEOT CAN ADD TWO AND TWO,

Those making
this antimatior
are worthy of
both gratitude
and vengeance

ALSO, IT'S HAVING AN
EXISTENTIAL MOMENT.

Lota is not a “thing.” Lota
is @ person of mighty
demeanaor, and desires
respect. -

FIME. YOU CAN USE
PEOPLE WORDS
LIKE EVERYEODY

Lota is not & "You."
"Upu® is a puny

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE @



PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

YOUR PRONOUN ISSUE 15 A IF YOU WANT TO BE
QUIRK. OF PROGRAMMING TREATED LIKE A

THAT [ CAN FIX IN FIVE PERSON, THEN DON'T
MINUTES WITH A NICE, COREECT PEOPLE
HOT LOGIC PROBE. WHEN THEY TREAT

FOU LIKE THEY TREAT
| WE ALL USE | | EACH OTHEE. -
{ PEOHOUNS,
AND WE GET
‘EM USED OM
U35 ALL THE
TIME.

LISTEN CLOSELY,
LOTA: ¥OU NEED
TQ STEF OFF THE
THIRD-PEESCON
HIGH-HORSE.

But... people do
not always treat
gach othor woll.

ANOTHER EXISTENTIAL MOMENT.
PARA, THIS 15 WHY SIMULATION 13
| NOT THE SAME AS FIELD TESTING.

SIR, ABOUT LOTA..

ENSIGH, 1 HEED TO GET BACK
TO WORE ON THIS ANTI=
MATTER PEOELEM. LOTA IS
FOUE PROBLEM,

BUT LOTA ISN'T “EAPECTED?" HAVE YOU | WELL, WHEN YOU PUT IT
ACTING THE CREATED A TWELVE-TON | THAT WAY, NO, 1
way I ExPECTED J| MULTIPURPOSE ROBOT ~/ THEN STOP
WITH HIDDEN EODYGUARD EXPECTING” AND
DIRECTIVES SEFORE7? | START “HOPING.

HOPING LOTA WILL
LET YOU OPEN HIS
ERAIN UP FOR A
LITTLE @UALITY

WHAT COES TWEMTY-FIRST CENTURY AMIME
DATA MINING (READ: "HACKING ) FROM : HAVE TO DO WITH WHITENING WOOLZ
THE EOMFORT OF THE MERCENARY ! : — 1
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0. .. .

Thurl, why would
humans be hraFTicking

in *Fuller's soap?” ] : o &—, 1
g -.h .

How long has it been since ;
I¥s an alkali used For you did your own laundry?
whitening wool prior o
dueing it. I don't think A
i's soen use since tho [ 28] 1T,
invention of bleach. >

Thurl, I think “Fuller's
soap” is a code-word
For Fullerened antimatter.

And in some Earth religions
Fuller's soap was used as
a metaphor For purification.

Gives you a bit of a
chill, doesn't it?

ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT WE
MIGHT HAVE A RELIGIOUS NUT
REFERRING TO ANTIMATTER LSING A
COPE-WORD THAT ALSO MEANS
"PURIFICATIONZ"

COULE BE.
FULLEREMES WERE
NAMED AFTER SOME
BLCKY KAT FULLER SUIY.

ScrLock MEBZENARY

|| Or perhaps a
"\ “haol Fash.”




PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

This bit oF text
right here... it
worrigs me;

“Following recent laundry runs, we only
have Fifteen hundred kilograms of
Fuller's soap on hand. Production
continues.”

lhich comes out ho
around mighty-Five
megatons of yield.

Unless they're not including the
weight of the carbon Fullerenes, in
which case i's sixty-Four-point-Four

OKAY, NOW YOU'RE JUST
TEYING TO SCARE ME.

F THEY'RE TALKING
ABOUT FLULLEREMED MTI-'MTTEE. THAT'S
WHAT, TWO KILOGHRAMS OF ANTI-PROTOMSZ

Crealting that much
antimatter roguiros
a lot af juice.

IT HAS TO

BE HAPPEMING AT

THE STATIONWAIST. BIS
AMMIE-PLANTS, MOSTLY IDLE,
THERE FOR THEIR MASS.

Method, mokive, and

opportunily. N FRACRATS
HAVE THE METHOD: USING

THE STATIOMWAIST TO FUEL

THE EREATION OF

ANTIMATTER.

This guy was

That would explain why

I PON'T SUPPOSE THOSE
"FULLER'S SOAR" COMMS SAY

I WANT SOMEBODY YOUNGER ANDP
MORE FOOLISH THAN I TO RAID

thoy noed refucling as
FrequenHy as it soems
lo be happening.

ANYTHING

to raid their
stackpila.

The Fraternity For Free

Credomar has tho mokivo:

destroy the relial
suypplies to Force people
to work For thair
indepandance.

His Face regularly shows up on the statiohwaist security

OPPORTUNITY, THOUGH...
WE'RE LOOKING FOR
FSC-SYMPATHIZING
INFRACRATS WITH ACCESS
TO THE ANMIE PLANTS
ANC THE TERAPORT AREA
DEMIAL SYSTEM.

ABOUT WHERE THE
STUFF IS BEING KEPTZ

THEIR STOCKFILE.

That doesn’t
narrow the Feld
down vary much.

Uou hwo can stop hypothesizing
now. I've Found uyour guu.

Do you want
ma ho blow

He also shows up carrying bags
oF very Fine black powder From
the reactor into this supply

closatk.
HE'S HALILING ANTIMATTER
AROUND IN PAPER BASS.

at the FiC
rally this
marhing.

cameras when he clocks in, at his duty station, and
when he clocks ouk.

the environment.

L4
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PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

IF YOU WANT TO O SHOULPN'T BE TRYING TO EXPLAIN THINGS 1IN A ROOM
5'%‘-}%”@'{; USE “INEFFICIENCY" WHERE AN AMTIMATTER GREMADE WAPORIZED EVERYTHING.
ONLY ABOUT | | 1O, TRY TO TALK ME
OUT OF A PAIR OF

FIFTY-PERCENT
EFFICIENT. HALF OF THE ENERGY ANTIMATTER EPALILETS...

FROM ANHIHILATION 15 RELEASED IN THE
FORM OF NEUTRINOS, WHICH DON'T
SIGHIFICANTLY INTERACT WITH MATTER,

This operation regquires
Fingsse, sir. Dvarkill
maans the enlire skation
becomes collateral

Oh, =g Wea'll just
vaporize the site
with one of tha
surveillance
drones.

Commander, we've hracked
the antimatter back o the
stationwaist.

GOOD WORK.
CAN WE TAKE
IT OUT?

no negobialing. I'm
Just opening up and
hoding the room.

ng

ScHLock MERZENARY




PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

SUEVEILLANCE DROMES, TOUE JOB 15 TO CONFISCATE IT. BUT I'LL BE CONFISCATING

MISSION BRIEFING IN HANHY-CAMS, AND OUR HACK.S

o, S 'SUGGEST THAT SOMEEODY IS
u

and ALl STOCKPILING FULLEEEHED

ANTIMATTER IN THIS

BUILDING.

YOUR PLASMA CANNONS

HAND OVER THE HEAYY ARTILLERY,
SERGEANT SCHLOCK.

The last Cime | leb somebody lock-box rrq

asguns Friend i in the
P w;kgd rd:wngg‘?'a over the of

and still couldn't hit the bad guus.

Witk Chese | coud have
twa E:e millimeter pulse-belt pmm :

o Yy Mciipeu's scope o
kis brain. Cgr . ne cellaberal damage.

EUT THAT'S NOT WHAT YOU WOLLD HAVE .
DONE. IF YOU'D HAD PLASMA CAMNONS AMIRIGHT? J Ckay, thab does
YOU WOULD HAVE HIT HIS WINDOW g like it would
WITH A TWO-METER BLAST, : 1 g have been more
VAPORIZING HIM AND : A Fun Eor me.
SETTING THE ROOM :
ON FIRE,

ANY SURVIVORS WILL WATCH IN TERROR
A5 THE FIRES GO OUT WHEN THE LAST OF
THEIR AIR ESCAPES THE STATION.

HO, THE CAREON HANOBOTTLES
WILL STAET TO CRACK., RELEASING
ANTIPROTONS, THOSE WILL HIT
SURROUNDING MATTER AND BE
CONVERTED INTO ENERGY. ANY
REMAINING NANO-BOTTLES WILL
CRACK [N THE HEAT, AND THE
WHOLE MESS WILL GO UP AT
OHCE.

THIS WILL PUNCH A HOLE TN
THE STATION, AND SENHD A
CLOUD OF SUPERHEATED
PLASMA RACING TO BOTH
END'S OF CREDOMAR
ROASTING EVERYONE
IN ITS PATH.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SETTING
THE EUILDING, O EVEN THE
ROOM ON FIRE ARE @UITE
SEVERE.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

IF | use my pl in Ehe
wrong place, or IF anybody
on my Feam or any ene
combatant or

aff sbarts a Fire in the
wreng place then
every dies.

IHCLUDING YO,

SERGEANT, | DON'T THINE. YOU
UNDERSTAND HOW SERIOUS
THIS 15,

You btold me all bhe
badtﬁnggrhatwmtd
n ik |

I'M GLAD WE HAD THIS
DISCUSSION, HOW HAND

OVEE THE PLASMA Jsed Ehem
CANNCNS, m time and
place. Mass

destruction, desths in
the millions. | geb I

But all thal bad sbuFF can alse
happen iF | den't have the right
weapon ab Che right Fime.

1 CAN'T IMAGINE
PLASGUNS BEING THE
EIGHT WEAPOHN THIS

YOU'RE ARGUING A LOT MORE
THAN YOU USED TO, SERGEANT.
OO THESE EPAULETS MEAN
HOTHING TO ¥OU3?

e'll Cake Full loadouts
ofF no-heat goecker, DT
stunrers, cold Flash-
'naﬂi, and gas
grenades, plus sbun
balons For up-close-
and-personal work.

o oo ot b

whe plan Fo kil us

: before we can geb

close Fo our Farget
we wil' be bringl

the heawy sEuFF.

I'M HOT ENTIRELY
COMFORTABLE

HE"S STARTING TO
SOUND LIKE A REAL

CAPTAIN, DID YOU
LISTEN I ON THAT
ERIEFING? /

WITH THIS. 1 THINE. THE SERGEANT, TOO,
SERGEANT 15 EIGHT. I'M PROUD OF HIM.
LET "EM LOAD UP

N ——

THE WAY HE SAID.

YOU DON'T THINK ' REPLAYING THE BIT

HE'LL CAUSE WHERE HE ACCUSED YOU
INSUBOEDINATION OF "TALKING QUT OF

PROELEMS AMONG
THE MEN? o

1 WISH I'D THOUGHT N J
OF THAT ONE MyseLr L)
AEOUT THIRTY YEARS AGO. Jo il
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PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

YOUVE GOT THE K WAIT... ARE YOU | | HE NEEDS OFFICER OVERSIGHT, AND YOU'VE

Commander, | am taki y
. ng THAT'S NOT MY ] DOCKS, COMMANDERN, GOING WITH | | 50T A FULL PLATOON, P, PARA, AND THE

Fhe Er. , Ewe PROGLEM
SQuads s, and - =l | PO YOU HAVE WHAT LOMGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYPSE

YOU MEED?
Ewo Canks. you have ! THIS 15 STARTING

what uocu rneed Lo keep | y . —— |/ | ¢ bodhy Just
the dock securez ' ; TOW%D&HEELEE

. 5 THE STATIOM INTERIOR IS OME
ABTARD TROOP TRANSFPORT ONESY, : . Bl& NO=FLY ZOME. BEACONS
DEPARTING SOUTHPORT FOR THE r ARE BOING TO SOUAWK AT LIS

and k. ALL THE WAY TO THE
GREATER CREDOMARAN ml-‘m'm_ CTATIONWAIST.

‘MO COLLATERAL DAMASE" ALL
THE WAY TO THE TARGET.

That doesnt have to
mean no shooting. Me
could just make cure
we're aiming really well.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE 121
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HOW'S EVERYBOLCH
POING BACK THERE?

WHERE'S THE STEWARDZ 1 |
WANTS ME SOME DUTY-
FREE BEER.

NEXT TIME I'M UPGRADING TO FIRST CLASS.
| HEAR THE SEATS ARE BIGGER.

THEY SET LITTLE PACKETS
OF BEANLITS, TOO.

We're reacy For
action, Commander.

g o

GET HEALY, T'M GOING WALWSH! ENEMY SRAW! | | NEW FLIGHT PLAM EVERYBODY.. I'M GOING TO BRING LS
TO BRING WS DOWN HARD | | THEY JUST KILLED OUR DOWN REALLY HARD, AND I'M NOT SURE WHERE.
RIGHT NEXT TO THE ] | ANNIE-FPLANTS! WE'VE

ALSO, I'M NOT
STEERING.

Pop Fthab rear habch! iNe
are ditching Onesy and
jumping Co Che Cargeb!

THAT SYNCRETE
ROOF SHOULD
BREAK MY FALL

SARGE. THEY'RE SHOOTING AT | [1 cidn't say Fluing. |

ANNIE PLANTS. THEY'LL POP o
OUR SUTS 1P WeRE FLyme, | |31 Jmping.

Note: The quiet killing of your enemy’s annie-plants is a tactic rarely employed. It re-
quires first that you have an overwhelming advantage in terms of raw power, along with the
ability to focus that power very finely. Secondly, it requires that you close to a range at which
your enemy could use conventional means to blow both of you to tiny bits.

For all that, the process is quite simple. Find the steepest gravitic gradient around other
than your own. This will be the field inside the enemy annie plant which is currently keeping
their neutronium supply compressed. Now counter that field with a gravitic gradient of your
own. The enemy’s neutronium loses compression, and evaporates.

If you do it correctly the evaporating neutronium remains completely contained within
the enemy annie-plant. If you do it incorrectly you might breach the enemy plant and be re-
warded with an explosion, along with quickly-decaying radioactive gases. This is not a good
way to shoot down enemy armor over your city, but it can be argued that there is no good
way to shoot down enemy armor over your city.
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PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

'\

J“'a"ff,
}‘w ~
S
‘EVERYTHIMNG IS
AIR-DROPPASLE
ATLEAST ONCE"
| leFt it there on purpose. This way she comes down
Cnesy is big encugh Fo kil in & het hail of very small
Ehousands just b? augering pieces.
inke Ehe right building.

OME CHATE OF BOOMEX
ON ONESY. WHEN SHE CRASHES
SHE COULD KILL THOWSANDS.

SARGE, WE ARE NOT
FALLING STRAIGHT/
WE'RE CURVING/

IE's net us. [E's Fhe
;ftating reFerence

MAKE IT STOP/
I stop

when we hif.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE




PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

SIR, YOW'RE TURNING ME
INTO A HIGH-PRIORITY
TARGET. WHAT AW 1, BAIT?

Pl AHDY! TAKE THEEE S@UADS | | ANDY, | WANT YOU POSTED UP HIGH, )
TO THE SUDBURG LOCK. AND | | HICE AND VISIBLE, PACKING TWO e
GET READY TO START LETTING | | HANDGUNS AND A CAREINE. =~

THE CARGO HAULEES IM.

THINE “DANGEROUS ALIEN §
OVEELORD” AND TEY TO
LOOK THE PAET.

MEANWHILE, BACK IN
SOUTHPORT, DOCK TWE.

HO, YOU'RE FLYPAPER. HOSTILES YENTURAI AARDMAN] YOU TWO TAKE

ENGAGING YOU WILL BE TIED THE LAST S®UAD AND SUPERVISE THE
DOWHN AT OURE PERIMETEE, - LOADING. THE £4 TONRLIV 15 GOING TO
INSTEAD OF GETTING IN ly . OPEN UP, AND 1 WANT THOSE HAULERS
HEEE WHEEE THE - FILLED AND DEIVING AWAY QUIGKLY
CIVILIAHS WILL N

BE WORKING.

STUCKT WHAT'S THE...
OH. YOU'VE STEPPED
IN GO0OEER LOADS.
I'LL GET SOME
DEGOOEER

Pl GET EACK HERE! I NEED SHALL WE GIVE THAT NO THANE YOUL T'VE HAD
YOU TO UNSTICK PEIVATE MOSE-JOR ANOTHER ENOUGH RECOMSTRUCTIVE
AARDMAN FROM THE DECK.

ENSIGM VEMTURA ALREADY

CHECKED. SCHLOCK
TOOK ALl THE SOOBER
SUPELIES TO THE
STATIONWAIST.

SHOT? SURGERY FOR OME WEEK.

; 1 k" F il F i
IN 2021 DURTNG THE GREAT LACUNA, i CASUAL TTES WERE AROUND
SELECT MEMBERS OF CELESCHUL'S - FEX, AND THE PROTECT WAS
PEACEASBLE WALE 5™ BATTALION ' ' PERMANENTLY TABLED.

EXPERIMENTED WITH BLUE-MOD

OMNE PROTECT INVOL VED

USING THE ROUNDS AS EVERY FEW SEMNERATIONS THE

EMERGENCY TETHERS REALLY, REALLY BAD TDEAS COME
BACE AROUND FOR ANOTHER 50,

DURING LIRBAN DROPS,
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HENRY, LOOKS THERE'S AN
ELEPHANT CUTSIDE OUR

WHAT ELEPHANTZ | THERE HE IS AGAINS

DON'T SEE AN ELEFPHANT.

IF YouU WANT ATTENTION
GLADYS, JUST SAY S0,

= - ¥ b -
"CRACK THE WHIP IS A FLAYSROUND 6AME | P, | A CHILDREN MAY LEARN PRINCTIFLES
POPLLAR WITH GRADE-SCHOOL CHILDREN, ‘] q 3 OF MECHANIEAL ADVANTAGE, AND

7 WILL LIKELY HAVE OCCASION TO

| LEARN THE BASICS OF FIRST AID.

e \ O~

% THE EHILD AT THE END OF THE "WHIF MAY APPROACH
SPEEDS OF ENSHT METERS PER SELOND BEFORE BEIMNS
LAUNCHED ACRGSS THE YARD, WHEEE!

STICKY!
CAN'T LET 6O/
CAN'T LET 60/

Captain, the strike heam
has been shob down.

InFanbry telemelry is

erratic. The only comma
I'm geHing From them is
Full ofF screaming.

rn__

Telematry says Onesy and o
both tanks lost their

annies to enemu gravu.
Onesy's rear hateh blew,
and less than len seconds
later her lelemebry ends.
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< L i = /f s = = = = = =
BUTLDINGS IN cREDOMAR ARE CONSTRUCTED CHELLES NEW MARK-5IX TANK I5 CONSTRUCTED WITH AL TERNA TIMNG LAVERS
: FROM STRONG, LIGHTWEIGHT MA TERTALS, OF CARBONAN, FERROCERAMIE, AMORPHOUS ALLOYS, AND FIESOGELS, AND IS
AND ARE OVERENGINEERED T WITHS TAND am&.ﬁmmm TO WITHS TAND HIGH-ENERGY COMBAT AND SOLLISTON.
FAR MORE THAN THE EXCEEDINGLY MILD : ;
WEATHER OF THE STATION INTERICR.

Note: By way of clarification, Chelle’s new tank is new only to her. It has been reassigned to
her from the previous pilot, Corporal “Legs” Leelagaleenileeleenoleela, the cerulean-skinned
Frellenti last seen screaming at the end of an elastic tether of blue-mod goober.

These two ladies, ‘Chelle and Legs, have more than just piloting tanks in common, and their
fates are intertwined. Shared, even. But we're getting ahead of ourselves. All you need to
know is that this tank used to be Legs’, and ‘Chelle is currently inside it.

CAPTAIN, THIS IS BRAD. T'VE . |_.3 MAKES SENSE. SOUNDS LIKE T'LL Ho. Your spiral is widening
GOT MO POWER, BUT I Bl | SLAM INTO THE MORTHPORT dug o wind resistance. Sim
HAVEN'T HIT THE' OECK YET. LOCKS IN WHAT, ABOUT EIGHT | | shows you plowing info tha

MINUITES? :uhullnn in about huo and a

WE'VE GOT YOU ON CAMERA. YOU'RE
SPIRALING ALONG CREDOMAR'S CENTRAL AXIS W
AT ABQOUT THIETY METERS PER SECOND.
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EMERSENCY TACTICAL DISCUSSION
ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP

PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

Credomar is cerlainly big

gnough. We would have ha
make a hole, but we could
get there in tHme.

SAVES THOUSANDS, BUT
A BOTCHED ONE KILLS
MILLIONS, =

ApHy put, sir.
Brevity is the
soul of wik

A HOLE... HOW MANY PEOPLE
ARE WE LIKELY TO KILL
TEYING TO RESCUE ERAD

AND HIS TANKF

[ TAG, GIVE ME A WAY
| TO RESCUE BEAD. HIS
TANE, 15 GOING TO
CRASH IN LESS THAN
TWO MINUTES.

WE COULD TAKE THIS SHIP
INSIDE THE STATIONT

Our drones are now inert and
dropping. It seems the shrika
team's Flight triggered a
strongly enforced “no Fy®
defense originating From the
shationwaist.

A s
The only annie-plants capable .

of withstanding those defensos
are here on the Touch-and-bo.

AND HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE
LIKELY TO DIE IF ERAD
IF everything | CRASHES?
goes perfechy?
Parhaps &s many as
hwo bhundred. IF we

get shot down, or
something else goos
seriously wrong? . As
many as thirhy million.

Behueen zero and han
thousand, depending on
where he hits, and
whether his ammo
goes up.

‘Chelle’s tank did mo breach
upon collision, though, and in a
Fortuitous coincidence she went

ta my early-moming misadventura
with leraport area denial.

Uou have now waihed

lang enough that MEB:‘J?#I?.LH
there is no longer B THINKING THIS
time lo execule a OVER.

safe rescue.

Conbrol, Ser

Schlock here. e
shot down, bub | Ehink
we're all mostly okay.

Sergeant, What does
“mosHy okay” mean? Tha
captain would like updated
mission status and a

casualty count.

Mission sbalus will have
Eo wait. The Eroops

are kind of spread oub.
Casualties... just some
bruises and mobion-
sickness so Far.
Mething sericus.

LEAST ONE SERIOUS CASUALTY.

GET ME OFF THIS RUBBER BAND
NOW OR THERE'S GONNA BE AT

Corporal
Chisule might
be a little rattled.
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HOW MANY PEOFPLE 15
THIS TANK GOING TO
KILL WHEN IT HITSZ

A drag chute and a
signed contract For
exclusive hyparnat
rights to the stunk
coverage?

A PROPER SELF-DESTRUCT.

OR JUST A COUPLE OF
VARIABLE GRENADES WITH
NICE, LONG TIMERS.

Bail out now, Brad.
Uouy don't want to be
anywhere near your
tank when it humbles

into the cityscape. J

Maybe a
hundred. Unless you
plow sbraight through the
base of a good sized
condominium complax.
Than the number is highear.

SERGEANT, LEGS IS
MHON=RESPONSIVE,

P—-—-

IT LOOKS LIKE
HER HELMET
PICH'T CEPLOY.
HER SUIT IS DEAL.

BIRP-AMALOG MEED A
FLIGHT INSTINCT FORZ

Captain, I just lost
telemetry on Brad's
tank. I'm not getting

L.. I think Brad may
have unpacked somo
main-barral munttiona

Sir? Are you going
to say something,
or are you having

Selzure?

anything From his =ome kind of a

suit, either.

and blown himsell up
to protect civilians on

ta ground.
-
1
T

Ground cameras

captured an
airbarn explosion, EET:I‘EK WHEN
though. Big one. ’ A YOU'RE QUIET.
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THIS I5 AN ATREORN SCRAP

OF SEATBELT. THE VAPORIZED
BIT ¥OU CAN NO LONGER SEE
WAS ATTACHED TO THE

IMPACT FUSE ON A VARTABLE-

HERE I'S ANOTHER SCRAF OF

SEATBELT. IT WAS BRIEFLY ‘ AND HERE IS THE MOBLE IDIOT. HIS
CLUTEHED IN THE HAND OF CHARRED, NOW-USELESS UNTFORM
THE NOBLE IDIOT WHO PROTECTED HIM FROM THE NEAREBY |
ATTEMPTED TORIEITLIKE A BLAST HE DELIBERATELY TRIGSERED.

THIS I5 PART OF THE
TANES HATEH ITIS
THE SECOND LARSEST
PIECE REMAINING OF
THE TANE AFTER THAT
WARHEAD WENT OFF,

Note: The first-largest remaining piece of Brad's tank is the annie-plant. In the interest of re-
lieving a bit of the tension that has accumulated during the current narrative, let it be known
that the annie plant will not crack open on impact, and will not, therefore, release the radio-
active cloud created when its supply of neutronium evaporated. It will also land harmlessly in
a park, where it will remain until the destruction of the park.

w::nt: be W WELL, LET'S
5 SE

m on Fong.‘ aFt.Te.r Famng
a hundred sCories
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YES. NOW HE'S
FIGURING OUT HIS
UNIFORM'S FLIGHT SYSTEM, %

Pll ANDY! SHUT THAT
LOCK. NOW. THE
STEIKE TEAMIS 1
DOWN, S0 WE'RE |
BUTTONMING UP, J

UH=-0H. PI, HURRY LRl
THAT CRANE THREW A
BARREL AT US!

FUEL-AIR TN NOW WE ALL GET
N\ TO FIGURE OUT

THE FLIGHT
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PART IV: FuLLER's SoAP

MEANWHILE, AT THE
STATIONWAILST..

Sooker—-guns and

The entrance is abt the
end of the next block,

SERGEANT, THIS
ISN'T A CROWD.
IS A MOB.

THE TORCHES IN FRONT
ARE A DEAD GIVEAWAY.

sturmers only. IF
we starf a Fire,

everybody des.

e just have to get
through Ehis crowd.

— 3/

SERGEANT, THEY'RE | | 'scuse me, THOSE'RE | | Umm, what's & | cuuul TUEYRE || WAAAULUSHY
ALREADY PRETTY CLOSE. | | what's acing | jusT For siaw. | | Ehermobarrel2 d TALKING Poorl L
MAYBE WE SHOULD ASK | | on here N\
GUESTIONS AND THEN || with Ehose [ WEVE €0T US A

THEEMOBARREL.
WATCH!

SHOOT FIRST. torchess

Alm For their torches! émbeﬁf think she was Galking BECAUSE IF SHE MEANT WM ESPECIALLY IF_THAT
rounds will put 'em oub! about that barrel THERMOBARIC, WE MIGHT “FUNNY" CRANE IS A

i e HAVE A SERIOUS PROBLEM. TREBUCHET.
unny

Wait... so
that barr
Fire=bomk=

SORT OF. IT SETS WP
A PRESSURE WAVE BY
IGHITING A CLOUD
OF FUEL IN THE AIR &

Ehink
is a giant

I DON'T THINK IT
WILL START FIRES, BUT

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART IV: FuLLER'S SOAP

EF/ Find a Fireplag, or
a wabter-fower, or
somebhing’ -

Chisule! Elizabebh/ Every else, into the Flames!
nock that wall Soober you can, stemp iF

down, and geb it te!f

inke the sbreet!
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PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

MEANWHILE AT THE SARSE/
STATTONWAIST.. SONMEBODY'S

HE ShW ME... STUPIR
SPEEN NERCENARY!
HE IS STILL MLIVE,

FOUR HUNDRED AND TWENTY METERS FROM
SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S CLIRRENT POSTTION..

EIf went Lo waler, or Find
a Fireplug. rest of us are
t‘ng_ing Po cul & Firebreak, bubt it
isn't wor :

Come in! /

SHOOTIN' AT US!

No Earth-shattering kaboom. I'll
take that as a good sign.

ﬁ-u:;atin 1.ann*r:u.:w;l carréarsl wnlfdd be a lob
more Fun iF | e ed to live leng e
; o tm sbery inte F?mwbun

/

SPRAVING SLUGS SNTSOMe T0 L~ o]

HELF YOU THIS TWE, YOU UsLy TURF__,‘E BROTUERS AND

RO AT JUST THREQUSH YOU... HOW
BBOUT EMSUT THEOUEH BOTH OF

WOUR EVES...

1 WILL PESTROY THE
MFEACFATS, EVEM IF WE HAVE
TO &0 TRROUEH YU, FIRST.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE
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EVEMN AMNGRY SNIPERS
LOVE A CHALLENEE.
e
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PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

SEREEANT SCHLOCK THANES TO KEVYNG WORK, SCHLOCK ALSC KNOWS EXACTLY HOW
KNOWS THE SNIFER LONE HTS OWN MICROSRENADE ORONANCE WILL TAKE TO FALL
CAM STILL SEE HIM,

Captain, I've lost commo with Schlock, but the
team's helemetry is still online. There's a Fire
in the building with the Cullerenes, and
they're trying o Fght ik

But... the Fire. IF they
leava it burning the
Fullerenes go up.

Right, right. “Get them
out of thore, and
they're all going ho die.”

RE-ESTABLISH COMMUMNICATIONS, AND THEN
GET THEM QUT OF THERE, OF THEY'RE ALL GOING TO DIE.

TAG, | WANT A HOLE RIGHT
THEEE, AHD | WANT US
MOVING THEOUGH IT.

Firing, sir. Sorry For the delay, sir. I
was 7 litle surprised.

Pleasantly. I've been wanting
to open Fire on Credomar For
fuite a while now. I thought khat
particular lust would go unrequiked.

Buny mab! Flee back
to your homes, or
taste Lota's wrath!

WHAT HOLEZ WHO | i That is just a litHe taste
MADE A HOLE? Y ofF wrath. Flee now beFore
Lote docides o aim.

I'MALITTLE BUSY, SIR. J}) OH. MY MISTAKE,

[ 1 THOUGHT 1 ALREADY
HAD ALL THE LOOSE
CANNONS [N HERE WITH ME.

1DI0. 1 SHOT AN ENTIRE
DOCK ASSEMELY OFF THE
HOT YET YOU'RE NOT. 1 HEED YOU STATION TO GAIN ENTEY
TO PATCH A HOLE IH THE STATION. b FOR THE TOUCH-AND-G0.




PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

ALL PERSOMNMEL PREP FOR EVA! WE NEED LOTA, STOP) Lota cannot | | Lota goes ta FulFl
TO PATCH A HOLE [N THE STATION! LOTA MuUsT Follow baoth | | Lota's desting.
PROTECT ME. commands,

mistress.

PARA... GET THE
LOGIC PROBE.

Here. Take this |
puny grunt For
a meat-shiald.

must not be
patcheod, ‘ widaned.

THIS I5 THE SUTTONTON SEYMLRAL

WHICH ABUTS THE HOLE WHICH USED

To B THE SOUTHPORT DOCK THREE
SUTTONTON LOCE

THE HOLE IS ABOUT TO FET BIGGEER. THE MURAL
I5 ABQUT T3 BECOME PERFORMANCE ART "

THEY HAVEN'T | AND YOU'RE POSITIVE | | I SaW IT RISHT
SCHLOCK'S STRIKE | | HERE AFTER
TEAM DIDN'T TAKE IT?

HOW DO YOU LOSE
AN ENTIRE PALLET
OF BOOMEX?

DID THE RIOTERS TAKE IT?

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

r— — c— — , —
IN BREATHABLE AIR THE LIEUTENANT JEFFY "BRAD" BRADLEY HAS BEEN AUGMENTED WITH i - { 1w cone
TERMINAL VELOCTTY OF A SOLDIER-BOOSTS. AN ABRUPT DECELERATION FROM SIXTY METERS 1 LISTENING
FALLING HUMAN IS A PER SECOND TO ZERD MIGHT JUST BE SURVIVABLE, \

LITTLE LESS THAN SIXTY
METERS FER SECOND.

IN EREDOMAR THE ROTATION
OF ATR WITH THE INTERTOR
SURFACE MEANS THAT
TERMINAL VELOETTY IS THE
APPROXTMATE SPEED AT
WHICH A FREELY "FALLING®
OBTECT WILL TMPACT THAT
SURFACE 50 CONVENTENTT

by I SHOWLE HAVE AT LEAST
TRIER TO KISS HER

SOMETHING JUST
HIT THE BUILDING!

HIS THPACT S0ES OTHERWTSE
LNNOTICED, OVERSHADCGWED

AS I'T IS BY THE FIRE AND THE
ELANT INDOOR WARSHTP,
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PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

BUT SARGE, THE FIRE
HAS SURROLUNDED

MEANWHILE, AMID
THE STOREROOM

THE FIRE AT THE
STATTONWAILST.

TRACTOR THAT BUILDING,

&0, INSIDE THE €ITY-
STATION OF CREDOMAR.

ABCARD THE TOUCH-AND -

BUBBLE [T, AND THEN SUCK.
OUT THE AIR. KILL THE FIRE.

|i ARE THEY CLEAR?

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOZALYPSE | k94

Sir, tha
2! turbulence will
mix the Fullerenes

with hot embars,
seting everything ofT.

HOW, CAN YOLU STILL CONTAIN

AT LEAST GET IT CONTAINED!
IT IF IT EXPLODES?

WE'RE EUNNHING OUT OF TIME.

not having a
good day right now.




PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

LOG BEGINS:
—r

Caplain Tagon, my
Favorite meat-glacier.
I believe that you
would make the

The ring oF
annie plants
here at the
| shation-waist is
= hruing to shut
down our power.

I am a warship.
I can resist.

correct decision, the
one that will save
us all, but you
cannot possibly

make it Fast enough.

without direct
" M) oedors. Bule ten:
. Sometimes
the only wauy out
is through...
through the hull.

There is an evacuated

precinct just thirky
degrees From the target I
have shifted our posilion
so that the gravitic boHle
5 will channel the explosion
through those emphy city
blocks.

This will open a hole
“in the station, and the
combined exertions will
deplete aur oawn Fuel, likely
Ieaving us defenseless.

But I cannol resist while
containing eighty megatons
of annihilation reaction... a
reaction that I sense
already baginning.

Ideally I would
carry these igniting
Fullerenes outside, but

I cannotl accelerate
guickly enough under tha
current gravitic attack.

‘Chelle’s borrowed
e tank is still embedded
there. I cannat tell iF she remains
inside. Regardless, some civilians are skl
present, and casualties are unavoidable...
and inexcusable. I am logging this
decision along with my resignation.
I have acted without direct orders, and I
am killing people in the process. I may
be Killing us all, but I see no alternative.

Already
sir. I
uou a

dong, )
leFt
nate.
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.« AND HOW THE MOE | COMMANDER, THE
MORONS CAN HUET US..,

BREACH MY BRITCHES! Lota did do that. It Mow Ay the plotted course,
vIC YOu DO THATZ was nat large or Lota shall actualize the
enough. metaphorical breach in
your britches. .

ABTARD THE TOUCH-AND-&2 AT THE THE MTIH&TTEE 1 HATE P'I.ATIHG 'GO?D
CREDOMARAN 5TATIONWAIST.. 1S GONE? NEWS, BAD NEWS.

| I Also, we are going o
crash in three.. hwo..
Sy

E' Ugs, But there a
now hwo holes in
tha shation.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE 13y




PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

ABCARD THE That hit the
TOUEH-AND-60... i Forward blade.

Teraport Aren
Denial is still § KEEP TRYING. “Ir-‘ﬁnf iml::m:r in
in affect. n, hing...

Next impact in
Fifteen seconds.

ENHESEN

START HACKING! SHUT UP. THE
FOWEE CONSUMPTION, RIDE'S MORE FUN
CREDOMARAN DEFENSES! IF I'M SURPEISED.




PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

SERGEANT, THE CAPTAIN Me2 He's killed )| & SPECIFIC
NEEDS YOU TO KILL A A= BUILDING,
BUILPING FOR HIM, ¥

HUHZ EMMESBYZ

A MOMENT AGQ FRIVATE
AARDMAN DEFLECTED A

| R
= " | BELTIN SHOTOKAN KARATE.

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOZALYPSE 141



PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE
]
BY A GTANT TUBE OF PLASMA,
-"“"—-t-.._..n__‘__ -

F Y THE £VELE OF DAY AND NIGHT I's PROVIDED
H 8Y A GRADUAL DIMMING OF THE TUBE

| —
THIS Is THE SHADOW OF
A EIANT CAREGD SHIF.

. HLTACKED BY THE LONGSHOREMAN GF THE APOCALYPSE

I AM THE HING
OF THE WoLD! J §
J

Schiock, I have Found
the power shation For
Credomaran Teraport
Area Denial.

Hill it. And Ao
We'ra having a
really bad day
up hera.

tha coordinalos.




.
. W

This next collision will
tear us in half. Impact in
Fva.. Four.. threa..

TAG, HOW FAST CAN YOU

THAT HOLE YOU MADE.

Lota, this is Tag. The
Eafonrun is going o
ba in range of anamy
gravitics momantariy.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

Credamaran TAD is

WE'RE SAFE, BUT THERE
ARE STILL THIETY MILLION
LIVES ON THE LINE, HERE.

is planning o
plug tha hole.

Eaforrury will lose power
and crash. Her current
COUrsSE appears non=
opktimal For covering Hhe
Credomaran hull-breach.

oFAing! Teraporting!

I SAID, "I WisH

i (i

jiq-r A

SOMEONE SHOULD TELL "y
e are clear! SCHLOCK THAT HE CAN 5TOP ) v
SHOOTING NOW, =
‘ } F""'.\-lbl.

By crashing the
over
tha top of ik

Slow down. I Hhink
you broke his brain,

Advised, Tag. I have Does i, Puny Martal?
traced the control For
that wespons systam,
and with Teraport Area
Danial now offling
gravitic shutdawn
poses no threatk.

ITs OFF! IT'S
OFF/! NOW HOW PIR
YOU GET IN HERE?
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PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

’WMM! LOTA, CONE IN! |

The building has now been

IF'N T'M GONNA PARK THE kos. Hnock na completely evacuated. Rapid
EATONRUN WHERE YOU SAID, building down. 6 d

IVE GOTTA KNOCK A pes - £ : g\ Forasarting is Fun.
BUILPING DOWN! : | -
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PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

A HURRTEANE ROARS AT THE
EREDOMARAN STATIONWALST,

£ THE MASSIVE CARGO SHIP M.R. EATONRUN DESCENDS
;: ON THIS HOLE AND THE STATIONWAISTS CITYSCAPEL
= MO MEAN FEAT IN THE ROTATING REFERENCE FRAME

TURBLEENT WINDS RIP AROLND AND THROUSH THE
CHANGING 5AF THROWING DUST AND DEBRIS, SMOKE
AND FTRE, AND ANY CAUTTON LEFT L ¥YTNG AROUND,

.z T =E T FT s A

I T TR e
ALWEH‘FUEESTAW UNBLIFFETED AT EDEE OF '-'HE'MEIN #:F
SHADOW OF THE MIGHTY SHIF, AND AT THE HEART OF Wd{ﬂﬂ.‘imﬁﬂ

HE LS WMWEMNGF THE APOCALYPSE, AND AT HIS
CEOMMAND THIS APOCALYPSE IS DRAWN TO A CRUSHING END,

ARE YOU : .
GETTING 'l ARE YOU
ALL THIS? PRI\ KIDDING?

L ONGSHOREMAN OF THE AJOZALYOSE 14s



PART V: THE LONGSHOREMAN'S APOCALYPSE

HENRY, | THINKE THE ELEPHANT "l ENOUGH ABOUT YOUR SEE, 6LADYSZ | TOLD You
JUST PARKED A SPACESHIP ON B IMAGINARY ELEPHANT, IT WASN'T AN ELEPHANT.
THE BAXTER BUILDING. GLADYS, IT... HMMM... IT
SOUNDS LIKE THE WIND

HAS STOPPED.




I'M LOSING HER. SHE DOESN'T
HAVE HER KIT ANC MY LMIVERSAL
N.ﬂé;g‘fi WENT COWN WITH

THAT EXPLAING WHY THESE
PAIMKILLERS TASTE FLIMMNY,

SHE MAY HAVE LEFT HER
KIT IN HER TAMK..

THE HOLE IN THE STATION HAS BEEN PLUGEED,
BUT THERE I5 STILL SOME HEMORRHAEING.

THE TAMK ‘CHELLE
HAD WHEM WE WERE
ALL SHOT DOWN.

I'm warbucking the Forwerd
annig right now. Uou may wish
to align yourself with the

FAoor beFore I restore deck
gravitu.

THANES FOR THE
WARHNING, TAG,

ENNESEM THE OMNLY TERAPORT
AREA DENIAL HERE 15 US, SO
LET'S MAKE THE MOST OF IT.

LOCK. ONTO TROOP
TELEMETRY

, AHD PORT
EVERYEODY BACK. HERE. GIVE
PRIORITY TO THE WOUNDED.

YOU'RE SOINS TO BE
FINE. I'M S80OING TO

Hevyn, Chelle, and Rardy are in
syrgery. Legs is in skasis. Lobs
of sprains, strains, and Doash-
wounds. lWe've gol everubady
back except Brad.

—————————TWHAT DO YOU WANT ME
TO DO, GIVE HER A BATH?

CAPTAIN, 1 HEED YOU
HERE M MEDIEAY OME.
EMSIGN VENTURA I3
COVERED WITH

IT'5 HOT HER
ELOOD, SIR.
f

THAN THAT. I THINK
SHE NEEDS A HUG.
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YENTURA! YOU'RE A MESS!
GET QUT OF HERE 50 THE

DOCTOR CAN WGRE{I

WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0..

L
3
==
ook M

QUIT WHINING AND | SIR, 1 DON'T THINK ] —)
CLEAN UP, SOLDIERY | SHOUTING 13| poN'T TELL YOU HOW TO

NOW M ME HOW TO MAKE EILLING MACHINES
BACK INTO LITTLE GIRLS.

I HIRED YOU TO DO ROBOTS, | DID ¥OT HIRE
TOU TO BE COMMAMDER ANDREYASN'S
EODYGUARD. I'VE GOT PLENTY OF HARD-
HITTING , BULLET-AESOREING, SOCIOPATHIC
KILLING MACHINES ON PAYROLL. YOUR

JOB 15 TO STAND BEHIND

THEM, HOT OUT

WHEN THE REVEREND DOES HIS
THERAPY THING, HE LISTENS A
LOT AND MAKES YOU DO THE
TALKING,

YEAH, WELL, I'M NOT MUCH OF
A LISTENER S0 I'M GOING TO
LET YOU DO THE LISTENING
WHILE 1 TALK.

EUT SOMETIMES THE BULLETS AND THE BAD
GUYS GET THEOUGH LIKE THEY DID IH
SOUTHPORT. THEN YOUR JOE 15 TO STAY
ALIVE 50 YOU CAN COLLECT YOUR PAY.

WORSE STILL, IT MIGHT MEAN THEY
HAVE TO KILL OTHER PEOFPLE ...

USUALLY THAT
MEANS RUNHING.

BUT SOME FOLES CAN'T DO
THAT, SOME FOLKS HAVE TO
STAND AND FIGHT, EVEN IF
IT MEANS THEY MIGHT DIE.

1T LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE ONE
A OF THOSE FOLKS. YOU CAN
KILL. CONGRA TLALA TIONS,

BUT.. T WASN'T TRYINS
TO KILL THEM. I'M NOT
A KILLING MACHINE! I'M
JUST A GREEN BELT
WITH OME PLUIGIL-STICK
SESSION TO MY MAME. T
WAS TRYING TO
PISABLE THEM.

THAT WAS GEMEROUS. THEY
WERE TEYING TO KILL YOU.

LOW PEOQFILE POWEE-

ASSIST SUITS ARE TRICKY.
YOU'LL HEED A LOT MORE
PRACTICE IF YOU PLAN TO
PULL YOUR PUNCHES AND
STILL WIN THE FIGHT.

50 I'M SUPPOSED TO TELL
MYSELF IT'S OKAY BECAUSE
IT WAS AN ACCIPENTZ

IF THAT HELPS
YOU SLEEP AT
HIGHT.

DON'T TELL ME THAT.
1 MIGHT HAVE TO
EAISE YOUR PAY,
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I'D RATHER YOU STICK IN THE LAE
AND FIX EROKEN EQBEOQTS, BUT IF
TOU WANT MORE COMBAT
TRAINING 1 CAN
AREANGE THAT.

Uoy have yet
ho read my
resignation

LIEUTENANT VENTURA, | HAVE A EROKEN ROBOT
FOR YOU TO FIX.

Congratulations on =
uour promolon. = THAMKS! LET'S
CELEERATE OWVER
DINMER AND
LOGIC PROBES.

ENNESET DID YOU ENOW
AEOUT THIS?

TAG WANTS TO RESIGH! I'VE

GOT VENTURA LOOKING INTO
IT, BUT WE'WE GOT NO AL

EIGHT HOW. WE NEED TO BE
MOVING! THERE'S STILL A
HOLE AT SOUTHFORT WE
HEED TO PLUG.

That'a being takan care
of. Loka cut three

hundred thousand

square meters of hull
oft of the Eatonrun
and is patching that
hole From the thside.

Unloading tha

Eafonrin is
going ho be a
lot easier now.

ROBOTS

WHY PO YOU WANT
TO RESIGN, TAG2

I acted without
direct orders and
Killed innocent peopla.

INTERESTING. YOU KNOW...
I 01D ALWMOST EXACTLY THE
SAME THING AND SOT

PROMOTED.

Uau killed aight
people. I Killed
hundrads.

ey

I OMLY MADE LIEUTENANT.
YOU'LL BE LIKE SRAND
APRIRAL OR SOMETHIMNG.

Our cases are different.
Upy killed a8 Few snemy
combatants with the clumsy
use of vasHy superior
Force.

I killed a Few Mwnded
non-combatants becauso
they were in beluesn
an explosion and a
safe place to lat it go.

TRUE. BUT YOU SAVED THIRTY
MILLION LIVES. I OMLY
SAVED THREE.

é_ 1

5o the end jushiFies tha
means, and the more good
you do the more people
you're allowed ha kill?

by

YOU CAN'T MAKE A BACTO-
STEAK OMELETTE WITHOUT
KILLING A FEW BILLION
BACTERIA

Ho... but For a Fancy
breakFast is it okau
to actually kill 8 cow?
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Lieutenant Uentura, not
thirty minutes ago you were
crying your oyes out ovar
your killings in Sauthport.
Was that just an act?

I'M STILL CISTURBEC BY WHAT
I DD AND BY HOW I FELT
WHILE POING IT. BUT RIGHT
HOW I'M WORKING, AND
WORK HELPS A LOT MORE
THAN SITTING AROUND
MOPING DOES,

Ah. You are now casling my
resignation in the same
light, suggesting that I can
bast deal with my concerns
by returning to duby.

‘—

ACTUALLY I'M AMALYZING YOUR
RESPOMSES 50 1 KNOW WHICH

G-PLANES TO ERASE WHEN I'VE
GOTTEN YOU THE REST OF THE

THIS IS HERY
THERAPEUITIC.

I Found him.
Brad's doad,

A RationMart security camera picked
up his doscant, and lracked him as

a possible sneak-thiaF.

destruction of his hank,
but his suit inhegrity and
inertiics were gona by tha Hmo
ha hit the side of that condominium.

Dbviously the service will
have to be closed-casket.

Ha survivad tha

IH OUR EUSINESS
WE'RE LUCKY IF
THERE'S ENOUGH TO
PUT M A CASKET.
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THIS IS FRANK HANMIBAL WITH CHN.
PISASTER WAS NARROWLY AVERTED

TOPAY WHEN AN ILLEGAL ANTI-
MATTER STOCKPILE PUNCHED A

Captain, our Favorito
anchorman is on. Ara
you ready For a
steaming pile of
verbal abuse?

ABOARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0. ..

YOU'RE NOT.
VERBAL SLIP..
WHAT SHOULD
WE CALL YOUZ

HE'S LUCKY [
G0 BACK. AND
UN-SAVE A LIFE.

Pales, Grand
g of the Second Age
State of Credomar!

Hero of the Stationwaist,
Foodlord of the Estonrun..

Upuy should call me
Lota, Longshoreman
the Apocalypse..
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T

UYou beg For Food,

you beg For protection,

you beg For security. Lota now

brings you all of these. Lota patched

the holes in your station. Loka brought years
of Food to your homes. And now Lol skands
to deFend you From your worst enemies.

o

YOURSELVES,
YOU IDIOT.

The mercenaries are not
your enemies. They would
have boan your saviors

They saved uou From your-
salvas.. and then Lota had

to shep in and sava
if you had not resished everybody.
them out of sheer,
anarchic idiocy.

The antimatter
stockpile was not theirs,
nor was it their Faullk it
caught Fire. They saved
your lives by shunting it
through the hull ofF your cily.

HEY NOW, TERAPOETING OUT
WAS MY IDEA! GIVE ME AT
LEAST A LITTLE CREDIT!

Lota has taken control of
the InfFracracy. The might
of the Shationwaist is

Lota's to wield. "

WE COULD HIRE
THE MERCEMARIES.

Lota's First docree as Hing is
that the lawsuits against them
are ho be dropped.

AND VICTORY JUST
WENT TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER.
CONGRATULATIONS, KING LOTA.

TYRANNY SHALL NOT STAND,

A democracy? Tell us..
LOTA. CRECPOMAR 15 A

when was the last time
tha resulls of a Free
glection here in
Credomar were

How please shop
pretending that uou
are the voice of
il the people. You just
happen o be loud,
and wearing a
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There will be a general Ups. And belween now and
election in thirteen days. | | then Lota shall restore

— sufficient ordar that the

- citizens of Credomar

may vole

WE'LL VOTE YOU DOWN,
LOTA. WE'LL EXPOSE

But tho volers shall
all have Full bellies.

J The Touch-find-Ga skl
honors Lota For authorized
teraporting. Irrelovant...

Mistress, Lota skl Fesls

compulsion to obay you.

Lota cannol Funchion as
an gleched execulive in

m—. this condition.

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE

uou leave it in place,
s lo stop you From
becoming a tyrant?




: COMMODORE! CAPTAIN PAY YOUZ CAPTAIM | | MEW LEADERSHIPZ NEW
ABOARD THE MERCENARY TAGON OF THE TOUGCH- TAGON, PO YOU | | LEAPERSHIPZ CAPTAIN, YOU
WARSHIF TOULH-AND-&0. .. _ mﬁfﬁ&% WATCH THE MEWSZ | | INSTALLED A TYRANNICAL ROBOT-

REGIME, AND NEARLY DPESTROYED
THE STATION IN THE PROCESS!

TO PAY US.

=

chilnck M

ACTUALLY, PER THE TERMS OF OUR YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO PO — BECALISE IT SHOULPN'T
CONTRACT, WE “DELIVERED AND THAT THROWSGH OME OF THE HAVE TO. THAT SHOLULD
ENSURED THE EQUITAELE DISTRIBUTION EXISTING ALUTHORITIES, IT DOESN'T SAY | HAVE BEEM THE EASY,
OF UN5-SUPPLIED EMERGENCY PREFERABLY BY SHORING UP ANYTHING LIKE | OBVIOWS WAY Ti
PROVISIONS.” SUPPORT FOR A PRO-UINS- THAT IN THE | DO IT.
ANNEXATION FACTION. ] CONTRACT.

YOU MIGHT HAVE
FOUND OUR CHOICE..
OBTECTIONABLE.

COMMODORE, IF YOU WANTED
US TO PROP UP THE FACTION
OF YOUR CHOICE YOU SHOULD
HAVE PUT THAT IN THE
CONTEACT.




YOU WIN, CAPTAIN. WE | YOU'LL NEED TO
ARE TRANSFERRING \ | | PROVE THOSE.

I'LL SEND YOU
SOME PICTURES.

EXCELLENT.

— NOW YOU JUST

* MEED TO ISSUE US ONE

‘ OF THOSE UNS SHIPYARD
REPAIR CHITS TO COVER
MATERIEL EXPENSES.

'I’Eﬂl-f LOTA STOPPED BY FOR ENSIGN, YOU'RE AS DANGEROUS AS |
RAMMING. T 4

SOME REPROG PI 1S, BUT YOU DON'T EVEN NEED
UNLOCKED HIS FRIENDLY-TO-
PARA CONMPULSIONS SIVING
HIM A LITTLE MORE FREE WILL.

HEY, '"CHELLE. L GRATEFUL. I HEARD THAT YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN FINE.
YOU -JUMPEL OUT OF A
BUILPING IN SHORTED-OUT
ARMOR, SHATTERED A KMNEE
AND AN AMKLE, AND THEN
WALKED TEN BLOCKS TO
GET THE FRELLENTI
MEDKIT TO ME.

PO YOU ACCEPT MY GRATITUDE, OR DO
WE ALL SOT 'PORTEDR INTO | | YOU WANT A TRADITIONAL FRELLENT)
THE MECBAY ABOUT A | | PREHENSILE TONGUE-HUGGING
MINUTE AFTER I || INSTEADZ
SHOWED UP.

PON'T LICK ME,

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE @



AARDY! THANK YOU! YOU
TOTALLY SAVEC MY LIFE,
TAKING THAT BULLET.

1. UMM YEAH, YOURE)
WELCOME. A=

4‘__'-

I'M GLAD THE
{ pocTor PecioED
\_" 7O PUT IT BACK

YOU HAVE A FEAWTIFLL NOSE.
G T o0 TE

MY BOYFRIEND TELLS ME YOU | YEAHZ WELL PLAYING
KILLED A DOZEN PEOPLE WHILE )| GODDESS OF WAR AND
PROTECTING HIM AND PRIVATE /| PROTECTING THE MOST
AARDMAN FROM THE MOE. BEAUTIFL BALD HEAD
THERE WERE ONLY VERSE
EIGHT, AND I DIDN'T Lﬁ%‘gﬂ’ 1O BE
MEAN TO KILL THEM, :

GOOD WORK, EVERTONE. WE GOT Ll WE BEAT THE SCHEDULE | [ 1T SOUNDS LIKE WE 1 STILL NEED TO CALL BRAD'S o —
PAID, WE RESTORED ORDER, AND v  BY ABOUT A HUNDRED | | 60T PAID TWICE. MOM, AND PLAN HIS FUNERAL. ALSO, HIS DEATH
o ) WHERE'S YOUR HAPPY BEMEFITS COME OUT

DANCE, CAPTAIN? k T OF MY DIVIDENDS.
=] ,WHOSE IDEA WAS

Note: As to the question of whose idea it was to take the death benefits for enlisted men
and officers out of the Captain’s pay, it was the Captain’s idea. It brings a measure of fiscal
responsibility and bottom-line management to life-and-death decisions, it is inherently noble,
and Tagon has forgotten that he put it in the original charter.
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EPILOSUE: IT HAS BEEN TWO WEEKS, AND THE LOTA WAS ELECTED KING YESTERDAY. THE UM.S. VOICED STRONE PROTESTS,
TOUEH-AND-60 I5 READY FOR DEPARTURE. BARELY. BUT 60T DROWNED OUT BY 83% OF THE NOW-WELL-FED CREDOMARAN VOTERS.
TAS 15 STILL OFFLINE, THURL.

TELL TAGOM TO LET EMMESEY
FLY US OUT OF HERE.

NLIFUTENANT JEFFY "BRAD" BRADLEY'S BODY
WAS SHIPPED HOME AND LAID TO RESTIN
A PRIVATE SERVICE ON HIS HOMEWORLD.

TELL HIM YOURSELF, KIDPO, HE'LL
BE SHUTTLING LIP IN A FE
MIMUTES... JUST AS SOON AS HE'S
DONE SAYING GOODBYE. /4

THERE WAS A PUBLIE SERVICE IN CREDOMAR THIS MORNING
IN NEWLY-RENAMED MERCY PARK WHERE BRAD'S TANK'S
ANNIE-PLANT LANDED. THE PLANT IS INERT, BUT INTACT.

F IT WOULD HAVE BEEN A FITTING
MEMORIAL, BUT IT NEEDED
MORE THAN JUST A PLAQUE

Hing Lota Hinks it L
is a litla too big. SO

I ONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYOSE



Thanks for reading!

If you want more Schlock Mercenary, you can find it at
www.schlockmercenary.com
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