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This PDF of Schlock Mercenary:  Longshoreman of the Apocalypse 
has been compiled for the convenience of people who are reading for 
2010 Hugo nominations and voting.  Longshoreman of the Apocalypse 
was published electronically beginning in 2008 and wrapping up on 
March 1, 2009. It is eligible for “Best Graphic Story,” 

This PDF is also a rough cut of the eventual print book, much like an 
ARC (Advanced Reader Copy) for a novel.  It contains the complete 
storyline and all footnotes, but lacks the marginalia or bonus strips that 
will appear in print. All those white spaces you see? That’s what they’re 
for.

Schlock Mercenary is an ongoing serial, an epic space opera being 
told four panels at a time. Rejected by newspaper syndicates almost 
ten years ago, it fashioned itself a permanent home on the web where 
niche-specific humor, hard science, high concepts, and long storylines 
work well. Longshoreman of the Apocalypse is the tenth volume 
in this serial, and the entire daily archives can be found at www.
schlockmercenary.com.

Whether or not you are reading this for Hugo voting purposes, we 
hope you enjoy it. Laugh loud, laugh hard, laugh often.

Introduction:
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: The devout Schlock Mercenary reader certainly remembers the last time Io was pic-
tured in the strip, and may be wondering why what then appeared as a lopsided orange 
dot appears grey when seen close-up. Well... in the earlier picture Io was being seen in re-
flected Jovelight rather than sunlight, giving its fairly high-albedo grey surface a distinctly 
orange cast. That’s my story and I’m sticking to it.
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: By a curious quirk of chemistry, 20th- and 21st-century MREs with a 10-year shelf-life at 
285 Kelvin stop going bad after about seventy years, and very, very slowly start getting bet-
ter. The 1987-issue Chicken Patty (the "boot heel" which was originally best eaten suddenly, in 
a surprise assault, or better yet, thrown at the enemy) is particularly exquisite, having turned 
into a sweet, fluffy pudding by A.D. 2430, and into an actual mousse by 2890. 
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: Sergeant Schlock is under arrest for misdemeanor charges of distributing controlled 
substances without a permit. Had he been spraying perfume instead of belching narcotics it 
would have been a felony.
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: Though Lieutenant Shore “Pi” Pibald is paranoid, his head is in a jar because there was, 
in fact, an attempt made on his life. The doctor who put Pi together, Colonel Peter DeHaans, 
altered Pi’s memories, damaged his vision, and then had a subordinate tamper with some of 
his equipment. This was done in an effort to get Pi to blow himself up, which DeHaans imag-
ined would amuse Admiral Emm, who took particular issue with some of Pi’s previous demoli-
tions work.

Of course, you don’t have to take issue with his demolitions work in order to be amused 
when he blows himself up.
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: Back on Elltooine, Aldo’s Snort’n’Chug Lounge was a favored hang-out for ruffians, 
knockabouts, and the occasional mercenary. For a very brief time Aldo employed a 
certain amorph... but in order to read that story, you’ll need to get your hands on Schlock 
Mercenary The Tub of Happiness.

Following Celeschul’s signing to the Joint Forces Treaty with the U.N.S., Aldo was offered a 
CivCon position. In short order he closed his doors, sold off his contraband, and shipped off 
to Sol space, where the burgeoning military needed men with his talents.

Given the rare opportunity to choose where to set up shop, he flipped a coin to decide 
between the battleplates Tunguska and Sudbury. It came up heads, but Aldo survived to be 
relocated to the Morokweng.
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: The astute reader can likely name all of the non-terrans sticking with Tagon’s Toughs as 
silhouetted in the final panel. But just in case... Ch’vorthq, Schlock, Ebbirnoth, Elizabeth, Legs, 
and Andy.

One terran is pictured, but in silhouette you can only see his jar. That of course is Lieutenant 
“recently-discharged-from-the-hospital-without-permission” Shore Pibald.
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Prologue:  Drydock

Note: Shep has never availed himself of the works of Theodore “Dr. Seuss” Geisel, so the irony 
implicit in his “troubles with me” statement in the context of his intended return to Vung Val-
ley Apartments has been completely lost on him.
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Part I:  Wet Feet

Note: UNS call-signs begin with the registry type, and then the first character of each word in 
the vessel’s name. Thus the Merchant Registry vessel Eatonrun has a call-sign beginning with 
MR (Merchant Registry) and E (Eatonrun.)

The rest of the characters in her call-sign, S0-7A57Y, are completely unfunny.

Note: It is common practice to refer to Merchant Registry vessels as “Mister,” because “Mis-
ter” abbreviates to MR. Since these vessels are ALSO referred to with feminine pronouns, the 
easily amused can provide themselves with hours of laughs. “I watched Mister So-and-so 
dock, and she steers like a cow.” Hilarious.
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Part I:  Wet Feet

Note: While it’s not common practice to blame a soldier for equipment damage inflicted 
during the course of repulsing the enemy, it’s also not common practice to fly through an 
antimatter blast front with unifield shields at 30% in order to “enjoy the view.”

If Tagon were enamored of paperwork, this would come out during the debriefing and sub-
sequent inquest. He’s not, so it won’t.
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Part I:  Wet Feet

Note: ‘Chelle’s landing of her damaged tank was almost exactly like a first kiss: soft, tenta-
tive, and kind of clumsy. We could extend the metaphor a bit, and point out that TAG ob-
served the whole thing like an anxious father sitting where he could peek out at the front 
porch, but that would start to get a little creepy.
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Part I:  Wet Feet
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Part I:  Wet Feet

Note: Clearly TAG and Tagon are both adherents of Rule 27... “Don’t be afraid to be the first 
to resort to violence.”
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Part I:  Wet Feet



Longshoreman of the Apocalypse 47

Part I:  Wet Feet

Commentary: Today’s strip marks eight years of daily Schlock Mercenary. The author is 
pleased to mark the date with the introduction of the term “Longshoreman of the Apoca-
lypse.” It bodes so very well for the future.
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Part II:  Enter the Longshoreman

Note: Those who have worked fast-food, and who have lamented the unflattering uniforms 
which they’ve been required to wear have no place to complain until they’ve worn a uni-
form that includes a wig, a mustache and buck-teeth.
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Part II:  Enter the Longshoreman

Note: No tour of Central- or South-American cuisine is complete without a taste of fresh 
huitlacoche. No tour of Asian cuisine is complete without digging into a nice box of natto. 
Naturally, then, a blending of the offerings of these continents must necessarily include some 
actual blending.

When the author created the Chupaqueso he was thrilled to learn that readers actually tried 
the recipe out and loved it. Rest assured that with the creation of Smutto he feels only dread. 
One of you will almost certainly have access to both of these delicacies, and will feel com-
pelled to experiment.

Please send pictures.
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Schlock Mercenary72

Part II:  Enter the Longshoreman

Note: The rotating barrel assembly on the Strohl Munitions Short-barrel handcannon may give 
the user a wicked pinch if the weapon is held incorrectly. This makes it an unpopular selec-
tion for many military forces. Also, it can be configured to send anywhere between five hun-
dred and five thousand projectiles per minute downrange with great accuracy, making it an 
exceedingly unpopular selection for the enemies of many military forces.
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Part II:  Enter the Longshoreman

Note: That thing Massey’s tie is doing in the first panel is called “dilberting.” Historians are un-
clear as to exactly why it’s called this, due to the fact that during the Limited Liability Revolu-
tion of the late 21st there was a purge of things that made large corporations look stupid.

If only you’d kept all your Scott Adams books safe...
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Part II:  Enter the Longshoreman

Note: Stinkeye™ brand ocular implants will allow the fulfillment of this particular fantasy. 
Available at Planet Mercenary outlet stores near you! (A three-day waiting period may ap-
ply. Financing not available on some items.)
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Part IV:  Fuller’s Soap

	 Note: The quiet killing of your enemy’s annie-plants is a tactic rarely employed. It re-
quires first that you have an overwhelming advantage in terms of raw power, along with the 
ability to focus that power very finely. Secondly, it requires that you close to a range at which 
your enemy could use conventional means to blow both of you to tiny bits.
	 For all that, the process is quite simple. Find the steepest gravitic gradient around other 
than your own. This will be the field inside the enemy annie plant which is currently keeping 
their neutronium supply compressed. Now counter that field with a gravitic gradient of your 
own. The enemy’s neutronium loses compression, and evaporates.
	 If you do it correctly the evaporating neutronium remains completely contained within 
the enemy annie-plant. If you do it incorrectly you might breach the enemy plant and be re-
warded with an explosion, along with quickly-decaying radioactive gases. This is not a good 
way to shoot down enemy armor over your city, but it can be argued that there is no good 
way to shoot down enemy armor over your city.
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Part IV:  Fuller’s Soap

Note: By way of clarification, Chelle’s new tank is new only to her. It has been reassigned to 
her from the previous pilot, Corporal “Legs” Leelagaleenileeleenoleela, the cerulean-skinned 
Frellenti last seen screaming at the end of an elastic tether of blue-mod goober.

These two ladies, ‘Chelle and Legs, have more than just piloting tanks in common, and their 
fates are intertwined. Shared, even. But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. All you need to 
know is that this tank used to be Legs’, and ‘Chelle is currently inside it.



Longshoreman of the Apocalypse 127

Part IV:  Fuller’s Soap



Schlock Mercenary128

Part IV:  Fuller’s Soap



Longshoreman of the Apocalypse 129

Part IV:  Fuller’s Soap

Note: The first-largest remaining piece of Brad’s tank is the annie-plant. In the interest of re-
lieving a bit of the tension that has accumulated during the current narrative, let it be known 
that the annie plant will not crack open on impact, and will not, therefore, release the radio-
active cloud created when its supply of neutronium evaporated. It will also land harmlessly in 
a park, where it will remain until the destruction of the park.
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Note: As to the question of whose idea it was to take the death benefits for enlisted men 
and officers out of the Captain’s pay, it was the Captain’s idea. It brings a measure of fiscal 
responsibility and bottom-line management to life-and-death decisions, it is inherently noble, 
and Tagon has forgotten that he put it in the original charter.
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Thanks for reading!

If you want more Schlock Mercenary, you can find it at 
www.schlockmercenary.com


